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Canada  provides 
historic  boost 
to  security  of 
Jewish  institutions 


MPs  John  Baird  (Ottawa  West-Nepean)  and  Pierre  Pollievre  (Nepean-Carleton)  visit  the  Joseph  and 
Rose  Ages  Family  Building  on  the  Jewish  Commuhity  Campus  to  present  the  Jewish  Federation  of 
Ottawa  with  a cheque  for  the  federal  government’s  contribution  to  enhancing  campus  security  under 
the  Communities  at  Risk:  Security  Infrastructure  Pilot  Program.  (Left  to  right):  Jonathan  Freedman, 
Federation  chair;  Rabbi  Reuven  P.  Bulka,  Canadian  Jewish  Congress  co-president;  Environment  Min- 
ister John  Baird;  MP  Pierre  Poilievre;  and  Mitchell  Bellman,  Federation  president  and  CEO. 

(OJB  photo:  Michael  Regenstreif) 

New  program  to  develop  leaders 
in  Russian  Jewish  community 


By  Ron  Csillag 

TORONTO  (JTA)  - In  a first 
for  Canada,  the  federal  govern- 
ment is  spending  on  security  for 
Jewish  institutions. 

The  funding,  which  includes 
nine  Jewish  community  institu- 
tions, synagogues  and  schools  in 
Ontario  and  Alberta,  was  an- 
nounced March  7 by  Stock  well 
Day,  minister  of  public  safety. 

The  $216,000  in  grants  to  Jew- 
ish groups  are  the  first  announced 
under  the  $3  million,  two-year 
Security  Infrastructure  Pilot  Pro- 
gram established  by  Canada's 
Conservative  government  last 
summer  to  help  minority  commu- 
nities combat  hate  crimes. 

The  funds  are  intended  to  deter 
hate-motivated  acts  and  help  Jew- 
ish facilities  defray  the  cost  of 
security  measures  such  as  surveil- 
lance cameras,  lighting,  alarm  and 
intercom  systems,  gates  and 
fences  and  security  training. 

It  represents  the  first  time  a 
government  in  Canada  has  allocat- 
ed public  money  for  the  protection 
of  vulnerable  ethnic  or  religious 
minorities. 

“I  know  what  it’s  like  to  visit  a 
Jewish  community  where  not  just 
heartbreaking  but  outrageous 
things  are  written  on  the  walls. 


where  windows  are  broken  or  far 
worse,  where  fires  have  taken 
place,”  Day  said  at  a small  gather- 
ing of  Jewish  leaders  in  Thornhill, 
north  of  Toronto. 

“And  these  are  realities  which 
grip  our  hearts.” 

Jewish  communities  across 
Canada  have  been  advised  to 
review  security  measures  in  the 
wake  of  threats  from  Hezbollah 
following  the  February  12  assassi- 
nation of  arch-terrorist  Imad 
Mughniyeh  in  Damascus. 

The  new  funds  will  provide  a 
total  of  $8 1 ,722  to  four  Toronto- 
area  Jewish  community  organiza- 
tions: the  Miles  Nadal  Jewish 
Community  Centre,  the  Bernard 
Betel  Centre  for  Creative  Living, 
Shaar  Shalom  Synagogue  and  the 
Toronto  Cheder. 

The  Jewish  Federation  of 
Ottawa  will  receive  $74,100. 

Other  recipients  include  Beth 
Ezekiel  Synagogue  in  Owen 
Sound,  which  will  receive  $3,050; 
the  Calgary  Jewish  Academy, 
$18,601;  Congregation  House  of 
Jacob-Mikveh  Israel  in  Calgary, 
$4,475;  and  the  Chevra  Kadisha 
Chapel  in  Edmonton,  $34,1 17. 

A Muslim  group  in  Brantford, 
Ontario  and  a Sikh  organization 
(Continued  on  page  2) 


By  Barn'  Fishman, 

Editor  Emeritus 

For  years,  Federations  and  other 
Jewish  agencies  have  struggled  to 
integrate  Russian  Jews  into  the 
community.  The  results,  to  say  the 
least,  have  been  mixed.  Many  of  the 
more  than  2,000  Jews  from  the  for- 
mer Soviet  Union  living  in  Ottawa 
have  little  to  do  with  the  organized 
community. 

In  the  past,  programs  offered 
never  seemed  to  provide  a way  for 
Russian  Jewish  immigrants  to  get 
involved  in  the  community  or  give 


them  the  tools  and  skills  they  need 
to  become  leaders.  But.  thanks  to  a 
new  pilot  program  from  Jewish 
Immigrant  Aid  Service  Canada 
(JIAS),  that  may  be  about  to  change. 

The  idea  for  the  program,  says 
Mira  Voihanski,  executive  director 
of  JIAS  Canada,  came  from  Federa- 
tions and  other  Jewish  organizations, 
disappointed  - despite  the  amount  of 
money  and  time  invested  - with  the 
lack  of  participation  by  Russian 
Jews  in  the  Jewish  community. 

“We  felt  something  needed  to  be 
done  to  develop  leadership  in  the 


Russian  Jewish  community,  to  help 
build  and  enhance  their  community, 
and  to  then  try  to  bridge  the  leader- 
ship of  the  emigre  community  with 
the  existing  organized  Jewish  com- 
munity," Voihanski  says. 

The  pilot  program  will  take 
place  in  Ottawa,  Calgary  and  Van- 
couver. Jewish  Family  Services 
(JFS)  will  be  responsible  for  the 
program  in  Ottawa. 

Immigrants  from  the  former 
Soviet  Union  come  from  countries 
that  were,  and  arguably  still  are, 
(Continued  on  page  4) 
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Warman  and  Freedman  discuss  their  fights  against  hatred 


Richard  Warman  (left)  and  Rubin  Freedman  discuss  strategies  for  combatting  hatred  in  society  at  the 
SJCC’s  Philosopher's  Cafe.  (OJB  photo:  Michael  Regenstreif) 


By  Michael  Regenstreif 

Education  and  legal  enforcement 
are  both  valid  means  of  combatting 
forms  of  hatred  like  anti-Semitism 
and  racism  according  to  activists 
Rubin  Friedman  and  Richard  War- 
man.  The  pair  recently  discussed 
their  complementary  approaches  at 
an  edition  of  the  Philosopher’s  Cafe 
at  the  Soloway  Jewish  Community 
Centre. 

Warman,  a former  member  of 
the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission, is  the  Ottawa  lawyer  who 
has  been  leading  the  battle  against 
the  dissemination  of  anti-Semitism 
and  other  forms  of  hatred  via  the 
Internet.  He  has  filed  15  complaints 
with  the  Canadian  Human  Rights 
Tribunal  about  Internet  hate  sites 
which  have,  to  date,  resulted  in 
websites  being  shut  down  in  nine  of 
those  cases. 

Friedman,  who  has  worked  with 
several  Jewish  organizations,  gives 
training  seminars  on  hate  crimes 
and  minority  relations  to  police 
officers  and  other  officials  and  is 
the  co-ordinator  of  the  new  anti- 
racism project  of  Jewish  Family 
Services  (JFS)  charged  with  train- 
ing social  workers  and  others  who 
work  with  immigrant  communities. 
Friedman  also  writes  a humour  col- 
umn for  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin. 

“Law  enforcement  is  only  one 
tool”  in  combatting  hatred  in  soci- 
ety, said  Friedman,  who  spoke  first, 
adding  that  other  strategies  need  to 
be  developed  and  utilized  because 
“much  of  what  happens  [in  terms  of 
prejudice  and  prejudicial  behav- 


iour] doesn’t  cross  the  line”  into 
criminality.  Those  other  strategies, 
he  added,  are  aimed  at  achieving 
“common  standards  we  can  all 
aspire  to”  via  educational  programs 
and  awareness  campaigns. 

Friedman  said  the  JFS  anti- 
racism project  was  created  after  it 
became  evident  that  frontline  immi- 
grant aid  workers,  many  of  whom 
come  from  immigrant  communi- 
ties, may  be  burdened  by  biases  and 
prejudices  brought  with  them  from 
their  countries  of  origin. 

“We  have  to  deal  with  the  work- 
ers’ prejudices,”  he  said,  so  that 
they,  in  turn,  will  have  the  tools  they 


need  to  help  immigrants  they  serve 
in  adapting  to  Canadian  society. 

JFS,  said  Friedman,  is  mandated 
to  train  all  frontline  immigrant 
workers  in  the  Ottawa  area. 

Warman  said  he  became  con- 
cerned in  the  1990s  that  hate  groups 
were  learning  to  use  the  Internet  to 
spread  their  messages  and  was 
inspired  to  act. 

“Early  on,  the  neo-Nazis  real- 
ized the  potential  of  using  the  Inter- 
net” as  a tool  to  spread  their  hate 
messages. 

He  said  his  efforts  in  shutting 
down  hate  sites  were  initially 
inspired  by  Sabrina  Citron,  a Holo- 


caust survivor  who,  as  a private  cit- 
izen, pursued  Holocaust-denier  and 
hate  propagandist  Ernst  Zundel  in 
the  Canadian  court  system. 

Warman  has  pursued  hate  site 
proprietors  under  Section  1 3 of  the 
Canadian  Human  Rights  Act,  which 
forbids  the  use  of  the  Internet  (and 
other  communications  systems)  “to 
expose  a person  or  persons  to  hatred 
or  contempt  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  that  person  or  those  persons  are 
identifiable  on  the  basis  of  a pro- 
hibited ground  of  discrimination.” 

“I  found  the  law  waiting  to  be 
used,”  said  Warman,  adding  that 
among  the  targets  of  the  hate  sites 


he  has  worked  to  shut  down  are 
Jews,  blacks,  Muslims,  gays  and 
lesbians  and  Rastafarians. 

Warman  said  the  key  to  his  suc- 
cess in  using  legal  remedies  to  shut 
down  hate  sites  is  that  “I  take  great 
care  to  do  my  homework." 

For  his  efforts,  Warman  was 
honoured  last  year  by  the  Canadian 
Jewish  Congress  with  the  Saul 
Hayes  Human  Rights  Award. 

However,  Warman ’s  crusade 
against  Internet  hate  sites  has  not 
been  without  a price. 

“I’ve  spent  about  $30-50,000  of 
my  own  money  over  the  years,”  he 
said.  “My  day  job  pays  for  my  night 
job.” 

Warman  has  also  been  subjected 
to  threats  of  death  and  other  forms 
of  violence  and  harassment. 

He  has  also  faced  ridicule  from 
columnists  Ezra  Levant  and  Mark 
Steyn,  who  regard  any  effort  to  sti- 
fle any  kind  of  speech  - even  hate- 
mongering  - as  an  affront  to  free- 
dom. Warman  said  he  currently  has 
a defamation  suit  pending  against 
Levant  for  his  comments. 

Recently,  both  Levant  and  Steyn 
have  been  subjected  to  human  rights 
complaints  brought  forward  by 
members  of  the  Muslim  community. 
The  complaints,  regarded  by  many 
commentators  to  be  frivolous,  were 
launched  against  Levant  because  he 
published  the  infamous  Danish  car- 
toons depicting  the  Muslim  prophet 
Mohammed,  and  against  Steyn  and 
Maclean 's  magazine  for  publishing 
an  excerpt  of  Steyn ’s  book,  America 
Alone,  pertaining  to  radical  Islam. 


Day  announces  funding 
for  enhanced  security 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
in  British  Columbia  will  also 
receive  funds.  They  and  the  Jew- 
ish groups  were  chosen  from  1 00 
applicants. 

To  be  eligible,  organizations 
had  to  show  they  were  part  of  a 
community  with  a demonstrated 
history  of  being  victimized  by 
hate  crimes. 

The  grants  are  on  a cost-shar- 
ing basis,  meaning  recipients  will 
have  to  match  the  amounts  either 
dollar-for-dollar  or  with  in-kind 
contributions  such  as  labour, 
equipment  or  expertise. 

“We  will  have  more  than  just 
laws  and  enforcement,”  Day  said. 
“We  will  have  preventative 
means.” 

The  UJA  Federation  of  Greater 
Toronto  will  invest  more  than  $3 
million  in  Jewish  community 


security  over  the  next  three  years. 

“Over  the  past  five  years,  there 
has  been  a significant  increase  in 
the  resources  needed  to  secure  our 
community,”  Doron  Horowitz,  the 
Toronto  federation's  community 
security  director,  said  in  a state- 
ment. 

Canadian  Jewish  Congress 
CEO  Bernie  Farber  said  it  is 
“incumbent”  on  the  government 
“to  see  that  vulnerable  communi- 
ties are  protected.” 

The  district  of  Thornhill,  where 
Day’s  announcement  was  made, 
was  identified  last  year  as  a key 
area  in  the  Conservatives’  strategy 
to  woo  minorities. 

It  is  Canada’s  “most  Jewish” 
district,  with  about  40  per  cent 
Jews.  Conservatives  are  eager  to 
unseat  the  current  Liberal  MP 
there. 


Federation  security  grant  largest 
received  by  any  Jewish  institution 


By  Michael  Regenstreif 

The  $74,100  grant,  received  by  the  Jewish  Federa- 
tion of  Ottawa  under  the  federal  department  of  public 
safety's  Communities  at  Risk:  Security  Infrastructure 
Pilot  Program,  was  the  largest  single  grant  awarded  to 
Jewish  institutions  in  Canada  under  the  program. 

Mitchell  Bellman.  Federation  president  and  CEO, 
told  the  Bulletin  that  the  Federation  applied  for  the 
grant  on  behalf  of  the  Jewish  Community  Campus  at 
Nadolny  Sachs  Private.  Among  the  facilities  on  the 
campus  are  the  Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Family  Build- 
ing - which  includes  the  Soloway  Jewish  Community 
Centre  - Hillel  Academy  and  Hillel  Lodge. 

Bellman  cited  a policy  of  not  discussing  specific 
security  enhancements  that  are  planned  for  the  cam- 
pus, but  said,  “There  are  an  array  of  options  available 
to  make  the  facilities  more  secure.” 

He  said  he  expects  the  work  will  begin  by  spring 
and  that  “the  enhancements  will  be  noticeable.” 
Under  the  terms  of  the  program,  organizations 
being  funded  must  match  the  federal  contribution.  So 
the  amount  to  be  spent  on  enhancing  campus  security 
will  total  at  least  $148,200. 


Bellman  said  the  campus  is  a safe  environment  and 
there  have  been  no  specific  threats  in  the  weeks  since 
Hezbollah  threatened  to  export  terror  attacks  to  Jew- 
ish communities  around  the  world. 

“We’re  in  regular  contact  with  all  levels  of  police 
authorities,  who  would  share  intelligence  should  any 
such  threat  arise.”  he  said. 

Environment  Minister  John  Baird,  MP  for  Ottawa 
West-Nepean,  and  fellow  MP  Pierre  Poilievre, 
Nepean-Carleton,  visited  the  campus  on  March  12  to 
present  the  federal  government  cheque  to  the  Federa- 
tion. 

“This  is  a great  step  towards  ensuring  that  commu- 
nities at  risk  are  able  to  provide  safe  and  welcoming 
environments  for  their  members,”  said  Baird.  “We  are 
fortunate  to  enjoy  the  peace  and  safety  that  Canada 
has  to  offer,  but.  occasionally,  there  are  attacks  on  our 
freedoms.  This  project  will  help  ensure  a greater  sense 
of  security  to  ethnic  and  religious  communities.” 

The  government,  Poilievre  added,  “has  heard  the 
concerns  of  community  organizations  like  the  Jewish 
Federation  of  Ottawa  and  is  stepping  up  to  address 
those  concerns  with  real  dollars.” 
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PROUD.  STRONG. TOGETHER. 

SUNDAY,  JUNE  1, 2008  • 9:30  AM 


A community-wide  event  in  support  of  our  agencies  and  organizations. 

REGISTRATION  INFORMATION  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE  AT  THE  SOLOWAY  JCC  APRIL  14,  2008 


PRESENTED  BY  THE  JEWISH  FEDERATION  OF  OTTAWA  AND  THE  SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
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Michael  Poliwoda 


Michael  Poliwoda  joins  Hillel  Lodge 


Michael  Poliwoda  has 
been  appointed  director  of 
development  for  the  Hillel 
Lodge  Long  Term  Care 
Foundation. 

Bom  in  Israel  and  raised 
in  Toronto,  Poliwoda  came 
to  the  region  to  manage  a 
capital  campaign  for  a 
small  hospital  in  the  Ottawa 
Valley.  While  here,  he  says 


he  fell  in  love  with  the  area 
and,  when  the  time  came  to 
move  on  to  the  next  assign- 
ment, he  decided  to  make 
Ottawa  his  home. 

For  the  past  nine  years, 
Poliwoda  has  worked  as  a 
consultant  with  several 
national  and  international 
fundraising  firms  and  has 
been  involved  in  successful 


campaigns  for  several  hos- 
pitals and  a long-term  care 
facility.  It  was  his  positive 
experiences  in  the  Ottawa 
area  and  his  interest  in 
healthcare  that  led  him  to 
the  Lodge. 

“For  both  personal  and 
professional  reasons,  I find 
working  in  healthcare  ex- 
tremely rewarding,”  he 


said.  “1  m very  excited 
about  being  a part  of  the 
Jewish  community  in 
Ottawa  and  look  forward  to 
getting  to  know  the  won- 
derful people  who  make  up 
this  close-knit  community. 
Being  from  Toronto,  it’s 
refreshing  to  live  in  a city 
with  a competitive  hockey 
team.” 


Poliwoda  holds  a BA  in 
English  Literature  from  the 
University  of  Toronto,  a 
certificate  in  fundraising 
and  volunteer  management 
from  George  Brown  Col- 
lege and  a TESL  (Teaching 
English  as  a Second  Lan- 
guage) certificate  from  the 
Toronto  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. 


Project  aims  to  integrate  Russian  Jews  into  the  community 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
anti-Semitic.  Countries 
where  identifying  as  a Jew,  or 
celebrating  Jewish  holidays 
with  fellow  Jews,  was 
frowned  on  and,  at  times, 
could  be  dangerous. 


BLOOMFIELDS 

FLOWERS 


“The  issue  becomes  how 
to  grapple  with  those  people 
who  have  poor  self  image 
because  of  the  cultural  back- 
ground they  came  from,” 
says  Mark  Zarecki,  executive 
director  of  JFS. 


101  Fourth  Ave. 

The  Glebe 
Ottawa 

T:  613-230-6434 
F:  613-230-0551 

www.bloomneldsnowers.com 


Because  they  come  from 
such  a secular  environment, 
many  Jews  from  former 
Soviet  countries  don’t  feel 
comfortable  with  the  out- 
reach provided  by  religious 
groups,  Zarecki  believes. 

“Those  are  the  ones  we 
have  to  try  and  reach.  Their 
Jewish  needs  haven’t  been 
addressed  in  any  real  way,” 
he  insists. 

Voihanski  agrees. 

“We  will  develop  a cur- 
riculum that  meets  the 
needs  of  Russian-speaking 
Jews  coming  from  their  dif- 
ferent culture  and  different 
mentality,”  she  says. 

Russian-speaking  Jews, 


Save  the  Dates 
Celebrating  Israel  at  60 

A PORTRAIT  OF  FAMED  ISRAELI  CHOREOGRAPHER, 

OHAD  NAHARIN 

Featuring  “ Les  Grands  Ballets  Canadiens  de  Montreal ” 
performing  Ode  to  Ohad:  Arbos,  Kaamos  and  a new  work. 

Tuesday,  April  8th,  2008  at  8:00  pm  at  the  NAC 

A GALA  DINNER  AND  CONCERT 
IN  HONOUR  OF  ISRAEL’S  60th  BIRTHDAY 

Featuring  ilThe  Ottawa  Symphony  Orchestra ” 
performing  works  by  Srul  Irving  Glick  and  Leonard  Bernstein 
Tuesday,  May  20th^  2008  at  the  NAC 

A CELEBRATION  OF  JEWISH  MUSIC 
THROUGH  THE  AGES 

Featuring  “ The  Ottawa  Klezmer  Band ” 

Saturday,  May  24th,  2008  on  the  Fourth  Stage  at  the  NAC 

A JAZZ  GROUP  FROM  ISRAEL  PERFORMS 

Featuring  "Yuval  Ron  and  Residents  of  the  Future" 

Friday,  June  27th  at  the  Ottawa  Jazz  Festival 

Tickets  for  the  events  at  the  NAC  can  be  bought  on-line  at  Ticketmaster 
or  by  telephone  at  613  755-1 11 1,  or  by  visiting  any  Ticketmaster  outlet  in  person. 


Israel  at  60  is  being  brought  to  you  by: 
The  Embassy  of  Israel 
The  Canada  Israel  Cultural  Foundation 
The  Vered  Educational  and  Cultural  Foundation 
The  Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre 


who  have  been  in  Canada 
for  10  years  or  more  and 
who  are  interested  in  taking 
on  volunteer  leadership 
roles,  will  be  asked  to  take 
part  in  the  program. 

The  goal  of  the  project  is 
to  foster  leadership  in  the 
Jewish  Russian-speaking 
community,  to  integrate 
them  into  leadership  roles  in 
the  Jewish  community  and, 
most  importantly,  sensitize 
Jewish  community  organi- 
zations to  issues  of  diversity 
in  order  to  help  eliminate 
the  systemic  barriers  that 
exist  for  Russian-speaking 
Jews. 

Voihanski  is  aiming  to 
have  those  taking  the  lead- 
ership seminars  do  intern- 
ships with  the  Federation, 
the  Soloway  Jewish  Com- 
munity Centre,  schools  and 
other  Jewish  organizations, 
and  to  create  self-help 


groups  that  will  build  a 
community  of  Russian- 
speaking  Jews  to  celebrate 
holidays  together,  to  learn 
about  and  contribute  to  the 
Federation  and  to  support 
Israel. 

“Israel  is  extremely 
important  to  Russian  Jews,” 
she  says.  “Doing  things 
together  with  the  local  com- 
munity in  terms  of  support- 
ing Israel  and  being  more 
politically  active,”  are  some 
of  the  goals  of  the  program. 

Voihanski  is  hoping  the 
end  result  will  be  a more 
welcoming  attitude  by  Jew- 
ish organizations  and  that 
Russian-speaking  Jews  will 
become  more  involved  in 
the  community  - especially 
in  leadership  roles. 

Interestingly,  much  of 
the  seed  money  for  the  pro- 
gram is  coming  from  Rus- 
sia. A number  of  wealthy 


Jewish  Russians  have  put 
together  a fund,  called  Gen- 
esis, which  supports  Jewish 
identity  in  Russia,  North 
America,  Germany  and 
Israel. 

“They  are  concerned 
about  Jewish  continuity  and 
have  recognized  that  this  is 
a major  problem  for  those 
who  emigrated,  and  they 
want  to  look  at  ways  of 
helping  them  retain  their 
Judaism,”  notes  Zarecki. 

“They  realize  what  has 
been  done  until  now  is  not 
enough  and  they  want  to  do 
more,”  adds  Voihanski. 

The  total  cost  to  run  the 
pilot  project  in  the  three 
cities  is  $373,000.  As  a con- 
dition of  the  grant,  JFS  must 
raise  $50,000. 

For  more  information  on 
the  program,  or  to  make  a 
donation,  contact  Mark 
Zarecki  at  613-722-2225. 


Letters 

welcome 


Letters  to  the  editor  are  welcome  if  they  are  brief,  signed,  timely  and  of 
interest  to  our  readership.  The  OJB  reserves  the  right  to  refuse,  edit  or 
condense  letters.  The  Mailbag  column  is  published  as  space  permits. 
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Rabbi  Kushner  receives 
Jewish  Book  Council 
Lifetime  Achievement  Award 


By  Ben  Harris 

NATICK,  Mass.  (JTA)  - At  72,  Rabbi 
Harold  Kushner,  the  best-selling  author  of 
When  Bad  Things  Happen  to  Good  People , 
leads  a life  that  most  of  his  rabbinic  col- 
leagues can  only  dream  of. 

Having  left  the  full-time  rabbinate  more 
than  two  decades  ago,  his  days  are  largely 
spent  writing  and  lecturing  - or  as  he  put  it 
recently,  doing  the  rabbi  stuff  he  enjoys  and 
leaving  the  rest  to  others. 

“I  feel  very  blessed,”  Rabbi  Kushner  told 
JTA  in  an  interview  conducted  on  a chilly 
March  afternoon  in  the  rabbi’s  study  of  Tem- 
ple Israel  - the  Conservative  synagogue  in 
this  Boston  suburb  where  he  arrived  as  a 
young  rabbi  in  1 966  - the  day  before  he  trav- 
elled to  New  York  to  receive  the  Jewish  Book 
Council's  Lifetime  Achievement  Award. 

But  the  author  of  more  than  a half-dozen 
books,  several  of  them  best-sellers,.  is  not 
without  regrets  - a topic  he  addresses  in  his 
most  recent  book,  Overcoming  Life  s Disap- 
. pointments,  published  in  2006. 

Asked  about  his  own  misfortunes,  Rabbi 
Kushner  cited  his  son’s  early  death  and  having 
the  woman  he  wanted  to  marry  choose  some- 
one else.  He  also  recalled  losing  out  on  the 
pulpit  of  a larger  congregation. 

Rabbi  Kushner  told  a story  about  a Protes- 
tant minister  who  spent  his  career  waiting  for 
his  colleagues  to  die  or  be  caught  in  a scandal 
so  he  could  take  over  their  church.  The  minis- 
ter, who  worked  in  a working-class  communi- 
ty, had  grown  to  resent  his  congregants  whom 
he  saw  as  emblematic  of  his  own  failure  to 
move  up  in  the  world. 

“That  was  an  eye-opening  story  for  me 
because  I saw  a certain  amount  of  myself  in 
that,”  Rabbi  Kushner  said.  “Maybe  without 
the  jealousy,  without  wishing  ill  to  my  col- 
leagues, because  I w?s  happy  where  I was. 
But  there  was  a sense  that  I didn’t  really 
appreciate  the  people  here.  I’ve  come  to 
appreciate  them  more,  to  be  much  more  sen- 
sitive to  the  things  that  hurt  them.” 

Sensitivity  to  the  hardships  of  others  is  a 
hallmark  of  Rabbi  Kushner’s  writing,  which 
first  gained  acclaim  after  the  publication  of 
his  second  and  best-known  book.  When  Bad 
Things  Happen  to  Good  People,  a meditation 
on  human  suffering  inspired  by  his  sons 
death  at  14  ftom  a rare  genetic  illness. 

He  has  gone  on  to  author  more  than  a half- 
dozen  other  books,  several  of  them  best-sell- 
ers, and  was  an  editor  of  the  Conservative 
movement’s  2001  Etz  Hayim  Torah  commen- 
tary. In  1999,  he  was  named  clergyman  of  the 
year,  and,  in  2004,  he  read  from  the  book  of 
Isaiah  at  the  state  funeral  of  Ronald  Reagan. 

Long  popular  in  Christian  circles.  Rabbi 
Kushner  has  been  seen  as  more  of  a mixed 
blessing  among  more  traditional  Jews. 

He  says  he  gets  a better  reception  from 
Mormons  than  from  Orthodox  Jews,  and  it’s 


Rabbi  Harold  Kushner 


not  hard  to  see  why.  Rabbi  Kushner  sees  the 
world  through  the  prism  of  human  needs  and, 
if  that  means  taking  liberties  with  Jewish  the- 
ology to  make  people  feel  better,  he’s  more 
than  willing. 

“I  always  thought  Judaism  was  at  its  best 
when  it  not  only  looked  at  text,  but  when  it 
looked  at  people,”  he  said. 

Rabbi  Kushner  committed  his  gravest 
offence,  as  the  Orthodox  see  it,  in  When  Bad 
Things  Happen  to  Good  People.  He  laboured 
to  reconcile  the  twin  Jewish  beliefs  in  God’s 
omnipotence  and  his  benevolence  with  the 
reality  of  human  suffering,  ultimately  sacri- 
ficing the  former  to  salvage  the  latter. 

Rabbi  Kushner’s  God  is  limited  in  his  abil- 
ity to  control  the  random  hazards  of  life  that 
result  in  tragedy  on  a widespread  and  a small- 
er scale,  like  the  Holocaust  and  the  death  of  a 
child. 

It  is  a view  that  runs  afoul  of  traditional 
Jewish  teaching  about  God. 

The  Orthodox,  who.  Rabbi  Kushner  says, 
feel  obliged  to  defend  every  writing  by  an 
Orthodox  rabbi,  accuse  him  of  propounding 
un-Jewish  ideas.  Among  the  top  Google  hits 
for  “Harold  Kushner”  is  an  article  from  an 
Orthodox  website  titled  Why  Hamid  Kushner 
is  Wrong. 

Remarkably,  Rabbi  Kushner  himself  con- 
cedes the  point,  acknowledging  that  he  may 
be  wrong  about  God.  But  drawing  on  the 
thousands  of  letters  he  has  received  over  the 
years  from  grateful  readers,  the  vast  majority 
of  them  non-Jewish,  he  maintains  that  his 
writing  has  helped  restore  faith,  return  people 
to  prayer  and  permit  them  to  heal. 

“I  don’t  know  if  I’m  correct  theologically. 

I don’t  know  the  reality  of  God,”  Rabbi  Kush- 
ner said.  “What  I do  know  is  my  book  makes 
people  feel  better.  It  gives  them  back  the  abil- 
ity to  go  to  shul  or  to  church  and  pray  and  to 
believe  in  God,  to  believe  that  God  is  on  their 
side.  It  restores  to  them  the  legitimacy  of  out- 
(Continued  on  page  1 2) 


Do  you  offer 
a service  to  the 
Jewish  community? 

The  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa  will 
soon  launch  the  Jewish  Ottawa 
InfoCentre,  an  innovative  program  to 
answer  questions  from  the  Jewish  com- 
munity - about  the  Jewish  community. 

j To  be  able  to  offer  the  most  comprehen- 
sive information  possible,  we  are 
compiling  names  of  individuals  and 
businesses  that  provide  services  to  our 
community  members. 


U 

Jewish  \/  Ottawa 


The  InfoCentre  will  not  make  referrals  or  recommendations.  Instead,  we  will 
offer  a list  of  contacts  to  the  public  upon  request.  There  is  no  charge  to  be 
included  on  these  lists. 

Examples  of  types  of  services  are:  bar/bat  mitzvah  tutoring,  mohels,  items 
related  to  simchas,  and  professional  services.  If  you  would  like  to  be  included, 
please  contact  Benita  Siemiatycki  at  613-798-4696,  ext.  227;  or  by  email  at 
bsiemiatycki@jewishottawa.com. 

Don 't  miss  this  opportunity  to  get  connected  to  Ottawa  s Jewish  community! 


Live  Generously.’ 


IT  DOES  A WORLD  OF  GOOD 
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Big  Tent  Judaism  makes  sense  and  works 

Federation 


‘Warm’  and  ‘welcoming’  are  not  two 
words  that  come  immediately  to  mind  when 
looking  outside  these  days. 

Having  said  that,  1 confess  that  I have 
been  reflecting  upon  whether  such  words 
apply  to  our  community  and  to  what  extent 
we  have  been  successful  in  creating  initia- 
tives to  achieve  the  objective,  of  being 
warm  and  welcoming,  derived  from  last 
year’s  community  symposium. 

The  symposium  clearly  identified  our 
community’s  need  to  find  ways  to  attract 
people  of  all  ages,  and  from  all  levels  of 
affiliation,  including  the  previously  unaffili- 
ated, into  our  Jewish  community  life.  We 
recognized  the  importance  of  a community 
that  promotes  engagement  and  participation 
through  warmth,  vitality  and  personal  fulfil- 
ment rather  than  from  a sense  of  obligation. 
People  need  to  feel  welcomed  and  accepted 
regardless  of  who  they  are  or  where  they 
come  from. 

Big  Tent  Judaism  is  a concept  developed 
by  the  Jewish  Outreach  Institute  (JOl). 
Based  in  New  York  City.  JOI  has  been  a 
leader  in  the  development  of  Jewish  com- 
munity-based outreach  programming  since 
1988  and  played  a significant  role  in  guid- 
ing us  through  last  year's  community  sym- 
posium. 

Big  Tent  Judaism  takes  its  lead  from  our 


biblical  forebears,  Abraham  and  Sarah,  who 
ensured  that  their  tent  was  open  on  all  four 
sides  so  as  to  welcome  all  who  approached 
from  any  direction. 

According  to  JOI,  individuals  and  orga- 
nizations that  practise  Big  Tent  Judaism 
seek  to  engage,  support  and  advocate  for  all 
those  who  reach  out  to  the  Jewish  people, 
regardless  of  prior  knowledge  or  back- 
ground. While  it  may  appear  to  be  a some- 
what simplistic  approach,  it  makes  sense 
and  it  works. 

Are  we  doing  the  same  thing? 

For  example,  look  at  the  huge  steps 
taken  by  those  converting  to  Judaism,  a path 
that  is  never  easy.  When  someone  converts 
to  Judaism,  they  not  only  embrace  our  reli- 
gious belief  system,  but  other  aspects  of  our 
culture  and  our  community.  How  receptive 
and  responsive  are  we  to  those  who  take 
this  leap  of  faith? 

Ruth  is  the  quintessential  convert  in  the 


Bible  and  her  most  famous  quote  is,  “for 
wherever  you  go,  I shall  go  . . . your  people 
shall  be  my  people  and  thy  God  my  God.” 
Isn’t  this  the  essence  of  truly  joining  one’s 
future  with  the  past? 

I believe  that  to  maintain  a strong  com- 
munity. we  must  be  more  welcoming  to  all 
people:  newcomers,  the  unaffiliated,  Jews- 
by-choice,  the  marginalized  and  anyone 
who  wants  to  participate  in  the  community 
and  its  future  development. 

As  a direct  outcome  of  last  year’s  sym- 
posium, we  will  be  opening  a new  door  to 
our  community. 

As  we  look  to  build 
more  bridges  in  our  community, 
we  need  to  ensure  that  all 
of  our  efforts  attempt  to  cast  a 
wider  and  more  welcoming  net. 

In  early  April,  we  will  launch  the  Jewish 
Ottawa  InfoCentre.  a central  gateway  to 
our  community.  Its  establishment  will 
increase  community  involvement  through 
centralizing  and  facilitating  accessibility  to 
information  about  our  various  community 
services,  our  beneficiary  agencies  and  orga- 


nizations, and  available  programming  with- 
in the  community. 

The  Jewish  Ottawa  InfoCentre  will  be 
located  on  the  upper  level  of  the  Soloway 
Jewish  Community  Centre  where  the  co- 
ordinator, Benita  Siemiatycki,  will  meet  and 
greet  all  callers  and  visitors  seeking  infor- 
mation about  the  community  and/or  looking 
to  connect  to  the  community  in  some  way. 
The  Jewish  Ottawa  InfoCentre  has  a local 
phone  number,  61 3-798-4644,  and  a toll- 
free  long  distance  number,  1-877-798-4644. 

Stay  tuned  for  more  information  on  the 
opening  of  this  welcome  addition  to  our 
community. 

As  we  look  to  build  more  bridges  in  our 
community,  we  need  to  ensure  that  all  of 
our  efforts  attempt  to  cast  a wider  and  more 
welcoming  net.  We  need  to  be  aware  of  how 
we  treat  people  who  have  bound  their  des- 
tiny to  ours.  Looking  at  the  enormous  con- 
tribution of  talent  and  energy  that  many  of 
our  newcomers  have  brought  I can  only 
wish  that  more  of  them  were  around  and 
that  we  will  continue  to  do  more  to  facili- 
tate their  involvement. 

As  we  work  to  build  a stronger  Jewish 
community,  let  us  all  make  sure  that  we 
welcome,  as  family,  everyone  who  express- 
es an  interest  in  being  part  of  our  communi- 
ty, and  of  our  future. 


Nothing  disproportionate  about  Israel’s  response  to  missile  attacks 


There  is  nothing  more  frustrating  and 
maddening  than  seeing  reality  distorted  right 
before  your  eyes,  by  intractable  enemies  and 
by  others  who  should  know  better. 

We  were  once  again  treated  to  this  absurd 
thinking  after  Israel  patiently,  and  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  Sderot,  irresponsibly, 
held  back  as  hundreds  upon  hundreds  of 
Kassams  landed  on  the  people  of  Sderot,  and 
then  Ashkelon. 

These  attacks  came  from  Gaza,  which 
Israel  evacuated,  at  great  pain,  as  a gesture 
toward  peace.  After  all  the  restraint,  and  the 
warning,  Israel  was  left  with  no  choice.  No 
government  would  be  as  restrained  as  was 
Israel  as  those  deadly  missiles  rained  upon 
its  population  for  a protracted  period  of  time. 

Yet  Israel  was  blasted  from  the  usual 
quarters  - Europe  and  the  UN  - with  the 
charge  that  its  response  was  disproportion- 
ate. Those  saying  so  would  probably  have 
reacted  much  more  harshly  and  much  more 
quickly  had  it  been  their  house  under  siege. 

As  to  being  disproportionate,  these  critics 
do  not  dare  say  what  they  consider  propor- 
tionate, because  - truth  be  told  - they  would 
prefer  that  Israel  do  nothing  and  just  let 
itself  be  bombarded.  They  would  shed  no 
tears  if  Israel  disappeared. 

Contemplate  this.  Would  it  be  proportion- 
ate for  Israel  to  do  exactly  what  is  being 
done  to  them  - to  indiscriminately  rain  mis- 
siles down  on  the  people  of  Gaza?  You  can 
imagine. the  outrage  this  would  generate. 
Israel  would  never  do  that.  Because  of  the 
unfairness  of  such  a reaction,  Israel  targets 
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the  perpetrators,  who  force  civilians  into  the 
combat  zones  in  order  to  vilify  Israel. 

As  sure  as  we  are  that  Israel’s  “propor- 
tionate” response  would  meet  with  instanta- 
neous condemnation,  we  are  outraged  at  the 
silence  of  the  anti-Israel  community  about 
the  thrusting  of  missiles  into  Israel. 

This  recent  series  of  events  was  a clear 
opportunity  for  Israel’s  detractors  to  come 
clean,  a litmus  test.  This  was  not  a “cycle  of 
violence”  matter.  Israel  had  given  Gaza 
away,  for  the  Palestinians  to  build  upon. 

There  was  no  Israeli  provocation  that  led  to 
the  firing  of  the  Kassams.  Oh,  I forgot,  there 
was  a provocation:  Israel’s  existence. 

Israel  gave  away  Gaza  with  high,  but,  in 
retrospect,  unrealistic,  hope  that  this  would 
usher  in  an  era  of  peace.  Instead,  Gaza 
became  just  another  front  in  the  unrelenting 
war  against  Israel:  the  determined,  scan- 
dalous, vicious,  hate-infused  resolve  to 
destroy  Israel. 

No  Kassams,  no  Israel  reaction.  That  is  as 
true  an  equation  as  winter  in  Ottawa  means 
snow.  There  are  no  two  rights  here,  or  “on 
one  side  and  on  the  other  hand.”  There  is  no 
so-called  occupation,  no  precipitant,  except 


for  hate.  Anyone  who  can  still  criticize 
Israel,  in  the  face  of  this  reality,  should  be 
ashamed,  for  they  are  a disgrace  to  truth  and 
perverters  of  justice.  It  is  time  to  stop  the 
diplomatic  niceties  and  call  this  and  other 
blatantly  biased  reactions  what  they  are. 

Thank  God  the  Government  of  Canada 
gets  it,  understands  what  is  going  on,  sees 
the  truth  clearly  and  speaks  out  forcefully. 
We  applaud  the  Government  and  are  heart- 
ened by  the  vigour  of  its  reaction. 

With  the  wisdom  of  hindsight,  all  this 
points  to  a painful  fact.  For  a long  time,  we 


have  had  garbage  thrust  at  us  while  we’ve 
maintained  a reasoned,  measured,  nuanced 
approach.  We  have  absurdities  such  as  Israel 
Apartheid  Week,  sponsored  by  groups  whose 
human  rights  records  are  abysmal  at  best, 
and  who  champion  countries  in  which  no 
Jew  is  even  welcome,  let  alone  treated  as  an 
equal. 

The  time  has  come  to  take  off  the  gloves, 
to  fight  back  with  all  our  vigour  in  defence 
of  Israel.  As  Israel  celebrates  its  60th  year  of 
renewal,  and  we  celebrate  with  them,  that  is 
the  least  we  can  do. 
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There  can 

The  massacre,  earlier  this  month,  of 
eight  students  at  the  Mercaz  Harav  Yeshi- 
va  in  Jerusalem  was  a heinous  act.  The 
students  - all  but  one  were  just  teenagers 
- were  slaughtered  as  they  studied  Torah. 
The  lone  terrorist,  a Palestinian  from  East 
Jerusalem,  was  killed  on.  the  scene  by  an 
off-duty  Israeli  soldier. 

News  reports  from  Israel  after  the 
massacre  said  the  family  of  the  murderer, 
Ala  Abu  Dhaim,  claimed  he  was  not  a 
member  of  any  terrorist  organization. 
Hamas,  the  supposedly  religious  terrorist 
organization  that  controls  Gaza,  denied 
involvement  in  the  attack,  all  the  while 
celebrating  the  killings,  just  as  they  cele- 
brate any  attack  on  Jewish  Israelis.  There 
were  parties  in  the  streets  of  Gaza  with 
celebratory  gunfire  and  the  passing  out 
of  sweet  treats  to  children. 

What  a lesson  to  teach  their  children. 
Go  out  and  kill  some  Jews  and  we’ll 
dance  in  the  streets  and  eat  some  choco- 
late. 

In  the  absence  of  late-breaking  evi- 
dence that  may  have  come  out  in  the  days 
between  the  deadline  for  writing  this  col- 
umn and  when  you’ll  have  the  opportuni- 
ty to  read  it,  it  doesn’t  appear  that  Hamas 
was  directly  involved  in  the  attack. 

While  sickeningly  overjoyed  at  the 
result  of  the  act,  Hamas  probably  wasn’t 
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directly  involved  as  they’ve  never  been 
particularly  shy  about  claiming  credit  for 
the  terrorist  acts  they  have  perpetrated 
over  the  years. 

In  fact,  there  have  been  no  credible 
reports  of  any  real  terrorist  group’s 
involvement  in  the  terrible  crime.  Maybe 
he  was  just  a delusional,  hate-filled  indi- 
vidual with  a stockpile  of  guns. 

When  delusional,  hate-filled  individu- 
als have  access  to  guns,  innocent  people 
die.  We’ve  seen  it  time  and  again.  Think 
of  Baruch  Goldstein,  a delusional.  Ortho- 
dox Jew  who  hated  Arabs  and  murdered 
29  of  them  and  wounded  150  more  as 
they  prayed  at  a mosque  in  Hebron  in 
1994.  ‘ 

Closer  to  home,  there  was  Mark 
Lepine,  yet  another  hate-filled,  delusional 
individual  with  a gun.  Lepine  hated 
women  and  killed  14  female  engineering 
students  in  1989  at  the  Ecole  Polytech- 
nique in  Montreal.  How  many  other  such 


senseless  school  shootings  have  we  wit- 
nessed in  recent  years  in  Canada,  in  the 
United  States?  AH  committed  by  hate- 
filled,  delusional  individuals  with  access 
to  guns. 

Given  the  realities  of  the  Middle  East, 
we’re  quick  to  assume  that  every  attack 
against  Israeli  Jews  is  the  work  of  an 
organized  terrorist  group.  An  assumption 
that  comes  easily  because  we  know  there 
have  been  so  many  terrorist  attacks  per- 
petrated by  such  groups. 

But,  maybe  this  one  was  just  the  work 
of  a delusional  individual  who  lost  it  like 
Baruch  Goldstein  lost  it,  like  Mark 
Lepine  lost  it,  like  so  many  others  have 
lost  it. 

I fear  that  as  long  as  hate-filled,  delu- 
sional individuals  have  access  to  guns, 
we  will  see  senseless  massacres  of  inno- 
cent people. 

I’m  sure  Dhaim’s  attack  was  well 
planned.  There  are  reports  that  he  had 
stockpiled  weapons  and  had  been  to  the 
yeshiva  as  part  of  his  work  as  a delivery 
driver  in  Jerusalem.  Whether  he  acted 
alone,  or  was  following  the  orders  of 
puppet  masters,  he  was  a terrorist. 

Dhaim  is  dead.  In  the  absence  of  any 
evidence  that  he  was  part  of  an  organized 
terrorist  group,  there  is  no  one  to  bring  to 
justice  for  his  terrible  crime. 


However,  Israel’s  Channel  One  televi- 
sion reported  on  March  1 1 that  three 
alumni  of  Mercaz  Harav  secretly  met 
with  an  unnamed  rabbi  from  the  yeshiva 
who  encouraged  them  to  seek  revenge. 
The  report  said  two  others  rabbis 
endorsed  the  call  to  revenge  as  religious- 
ly sound. 

A day  later,  leaflets  signed  by  several 
rabbis  were  posted  in  Jerusalem  that 
called  on  Jews  to  extract  revenge  for  the 
murders  at  Mercaz  Harav  by  matching 
them  “measure  for  measure.”  An  Agence 
France-Presse  report  said  one  of  the  rab- 
bis signing  the  leaflet  was  Uzi  Sharvaf, 
“a  rabbi  who  received  a presidential  par- 
don in  1985  after  being  convicted  for  a 
1983  attack  on  a West  Bank  university 
that  left  three  students  dead,” 

Vigilante  Jewish  terrorists,  under  the 
direction  or  blessing  of  rabbis,  killing 
innocent  Arabs  in  revenge  for  the  killing 
of  innocent  Jews:  the  thought  sickens. 

Israel  has  a democratically  elected 
government,  intelligence  services,  army, 
police  force  and  justice  system  to  deal 
with  terrorism  and  terrorists.  Given  the 
magnitude  of  the  constant  threats,  they 
do  a remarkable  job.  Just  as  there  is  no 
excuse  for  terrorist  attacks  against  Jews, 
there  can  be  no  excuse  for  terrorist 
attacks  by  Jews. 


You  give  and  give  to  those  kids  ...  and  this  is  the  thanks? 


A decade  ago,  a book  called  The  Nur- 
ture Assumption  shook  up  the  world  of 
developmental  psychology. 

In  it,  author  Judith  Rich  Harris  argued 
parents  have  far  less  influence  on  their 
children’s  personalities  than  previously 
thought;  and  far  less  than  parents  them- 
selves probably  imagined. 

You  pass  on  genetic  material  to  your 
kids,  sure.  And  some  all-important  early 
learning  experiences  too. 

But  when  all's  said  and  done  and 
they’re  all  grown  up?  Sorry  mom  and  dad: 
It’s  their  peers  - not  you  - who  will  have 
had  the  greatest  influence  on  who  your 
kids  turn  out  to  be. 

“There  are  hundreds  of  books  that  give 
advice  to  parents  - books  that  tell  you 
what  you’re  doing  wrong  and  how  to  do  a 
better  job  of  raising  your  kids,”  Harris 
wrote. 

“Find  a good  one  and  it  may  help  to 
explain  why  your  children  behave  the  way 
they  do  when  they’re  at  home.  My  goal  is 
to  explain  what  makes  them  behave  the 
way  they  do  in  the  world  outside  the  home 
- the  world  where  they  will  spend  the  rest 
of  their  lives.” 

It’s  hard  news  to  swallow  for  a parent. 
Of  course  you  are  the  greatest  influence 
on  your  precious  little  ones’  lives,  I hear 
you  protest. 

You  give  and  you  give  and  you  give  to 


those  kids  . . . and  this  is  the  thanks  you  get? 

But  on  some  level,  it  makes  intuitive 
sense.  How  many  kids  do  you  know  who 
act  one  way  at  their  own  home  and  a dif- 
ferent way  at  school  or  at  their  friends’ 
houses? 

Maybe,  even  your  own  kids. 

Harris  relied  not  on  intuition,  but  on 
scientific  studies,  to  make  her  point.  For 
example,  evidence  shows  children  of 
immigrants  will  adopt  the  speech  patterns 
and  accents  of  their  classmates,  rather 
than  those  of  their  parents. 

Her  sad  conclusion  for  all  of  us  over- 
bearing parents  everywhere:  The  most 
important  influence  you  will  have  over 
your  children  is  not  anything  you  DO  in 
the  home,  but  rather  WHERE  exactly  you 
make  that  home.  Where  you  live  will  gov- 
ern which  peers  your  kids  will  grow  up 
with.  And  that,  again,  is  the  single  most 
important  factor  in  determining  who  they 
will  become. 

In  my  own  experience,  the  proof  Harris 


may  have  been  on  to  something  came  in 
relation  to  something  I really,  really,  really 
wanted  to  pass  on  to  my  kids:  my  own 
taste  in  music. 

In  a recent  online  column,  a journalist 
friend  of  mine  wrote  of  his  fear  of  turn- 
ing into  a “stodgy,  judgmental”  father, 
when  it  came  to  the  musical  tastes  of  the 
next  generation  ...  of  becoming  “the  kind 
of  dad  who,  in  the  ‘50s  or  ‘60s  would’ve 
declared  that  Elvis  or  the  Beatles  were 
dangerous.” 

Sadly,  it  just  may  be  a case  of  genera- 
tional destiny.  No  matter  how  cool  their 
parents’  musical  tastes,  it  seems  as  if  some 
kids  are  hard-wired  to  be  attracted  to 
music  that  drives  mom  and  dad  up  the 
wall. 

Their  friends  like  it,  though. 

My  personal  moment  of  truth  came 
after  years  of  feeding  the  offspring  a bal- 
anced diet  of . . . well  ...  of  music  from  my 
own  collection  . . . healthy,  hearty  tunes  I 
assumed  they  would  embrace  as  their  own 
faves. 

The  male  offspring  have  gone  outside 
the  comforts  of  the  family  iPod  and 
instead  embraced  the  rap-meets-metal 
musical  stylings  of  Linkin  Park.  They  are 
also  keen  on  the  theme  songs  of  more 
than  one  professional  wrestler. 

Even  harder  to  endure  is  that  the 
youngest  offspring,  of  the  pre-school 


female  variety,  listens  to  the  High  School 
Musical  2 soundtrack  over  and  over  and 
over  again.  And  over  again  once  she  is 
done. 

On  long  car  trips,  sometimes  short 
ones,  too.  it  takes  all  the  willpower  I can 
muster  to  restrain  myself  from  shouting, 
“TURN  THAT  NOISE  OFF!” 

OK,  sometimes  I can’t  muster  the 
willpower. 

And  what  about  the  music  I want  to  lis- 
ten to?  The  tunes  that  I painstakingly 
played  for  them  throughout  their  young 
lives  in  the  hopes  of  fostering  some 
parentally  approved  musical  taste. 

Boring,  they  say. 

Dam  you,  Judith  Rich  Harris. 

There  are  a few  silver  linings  to  this 
tale.  The  offspring  and  I have  bridged  the 
generational  gap  and  discovered  some 
common  ground. 

We  all  like  the  White  Stripes,  for 
instance.  And  I like  some  of  their  tunes. 
And  they  like  some  of  mine. 

On  long,  and  short,  car  trips,  the  off- 
spring and  I have  taken  to  blasting  some 
shared  faves  and  singing  along. 

Well,  not  exactly. 

I sing  along.  The  offspring,  strangely, 
seem  to  find  me  a bit  embarrassing  at 
times. 

Alan  Echenberg  is  TVOntario  s Parlia- 
mentary bureau  chief. 


Page  8 - Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - March  24,  2008 


Reform  rabbis  debate  officiating  at  intermarriages 


By  Sue  Fishkoff 

(JTA)  - About  10  years  ago.  Rabbi  Jerome 
Davidson  of  Temple  Beth  El  in  Great  Neck, 
N.Y.,  changed  his  mind  about  officiating  at 
interfaith  weddings. 

After  he  had  officiated  at  the  marriage  of 
two  lesbians  in  1995,  some  congregants  asked 
Rabbi  Davidson  why,  if  he  would  bend  that 
far,  would  he  not  officiate  at  their  children’s 
weddings  to  non-Jews? 

The  criticism  hit  home. 

“I  realized  that  by  not  being  present  at  cer- 
tain marriages,  I was  not  doing  what  I’d  been 
doing  for  single-sex  couples:  being  there  at 
the  creation  of  a Jewish  home,”  Rabbi  David- 
son said. 

Now  he  is  trying  to  get  his  Reform  move- 
ment to  support  him. 

Last  year.  Rabbi  Davidson  brought  a reso- 
lution to  the  annual  convention  of  the  Central 
Conference  of  American  Rabbis  (CCAR).  the 
movement’s  rabbinical  arm.  It  would  have 
replaced  the  group’s  current  opposition  to 
rabbinic  officiation,  in  place  since  1973,  with 
a policy  supporting  those  rabbis  who  choose 
to  perform  intermarriages  in  certain  clearly 
defined  circumstances. 

The  resolution  never  made  it  to  the  floor. 
Some  rabbis,  including  Rabbi  Davidson, 
believed  it  was  just  too  divisive  an  issue. 

Instead,  the  rabbinic  group  created  a task 
force  on  intermarriage,  which  will  report  on 
its  work  at  this  year’s  convention  from  March 
30  to  April  2 in  Cincinnati. 


A focus  on  the  hot-button  issue  comes  as 
new  research  suggests  a connection  between 
rabbinic  officiation  and  the  level  of  Jewish 
commitment  among  intermarried  families. 

Those  involved  say  the  task  force  will 
spend  several  more  years  interviewing  rabbis 
and  other  experts,  collecting  stories  and  com- 
missioning research,  with  the  goal  of  bringing 
a proposal  to  the  association’s  2010  conven- 
tion. 

“I  really  want  my  colleagues  to  consider 
my  position,”  says  Rabbi  Davidson,  who  will 
only  officiate  when  the  non-Jewish  spouse  is 
not  an  adherent  of  another  faith  and  if  the 
couple  commit  to  building  a Jewish  home. 

Rabbi  Davidson  says  the  six  or  seven  cou- 
ples at  whose  weddings  he  officiated  are  all 
raising  Jewish  children. 

“If  we  don’t  respond,  American  Jewish  life 
will  go  on  without  us  and  we  will  be  left 
behind,”  says  Rabbi  Davidson,  a member  of 
the  task  force. 

Orthodox  and  Conservative  rabbis  are 
barred  by  their  movements  from  performing 
intermarriages.  The  Reconstructionist  move- 
ment, like  die  Reform,  is  formally  opposed  to 
the  practice,  but  both  leave  the  decision  to  the 
individual  rabbi. 

Anecdotal  evidence  suggests  that  few 
Reconstructionist  rabbis  perform  inter- 
marriages. 

Among  Reform  rabbis,  however,  the  tide 
has  been  shifting  steadily  for  years,  to  the 
point  where  those  who  do  not  officiate  at 


Call  for  Nominees  for  the 
Grinspoon-Steinhardt  Award 
for  Excellence 
in  Jewish  Education  2008 


This  Award  honours  and  supports  outstanding  Jewish 
educators  in  our  community.  Each  of  Ottawa’s  Jewish  day 
and  supplementary  schools  may  nominate  one  teacher  from 
their  school.  Information  on  the  Awards  can  be  found  at 
www.  grinspoonsteinhardt.  org. 

Celebrating  the  achievements  of  our  teachers  benefits  our 
community,  our  schools  and  our  students  as  we  highlight 
Jewish  education  in  Ottawa.  Previous  Grinspoon- 
Steinhardt  Award  winners  from  Ottawa  Jewish  schools  are: 

2005  Chana  Hayes 

2005  Deborah  Weinberg 

2006  Rabbi  Shmuel  Dov  Yarmush 
i 2007  Rabbi  Yehuda  Simes 


Cheder  Rambam 
Torah  Academy 
Torah  Academy 
Hillel  Academy 


The  deadline  to  submit  nominations  to  the  Federation 
is  Thursday,  May  8,  2008. 

Direct  enquiries  to  astegenga@jewishottawa.com 
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intermarriages  feel  great  pressure  to  do  so  - 
mostly  from  their  own  congregations. 

Rabbi  Howard  Jaffe  of  Temple  Isaiah  in 
Lexington,  Mass.,  who  hasn’t  performed 
intermarriages  in  his  25  years  as  a rabbi,  says 
he  now  feels  part  of  a “beleaguered  minority.” 

Rabbi  Jaffe  explains  his  stance  in  legalistic 
terms.  In  Christianity,  the  priest  or  minister 
confers  marital  status  on  a couple.  In  Jewish 
tradition,  the  couple  marries  each  other 
before  two  witnesses. 

On  one  hand,  a rabbi  is  not  needed.  On  the 
other  hand,  such  a marriage  can  only  occur 
between  two  Jews. 

“At  the  moment  when  I as  a rabbi  stand 
with  a couple  where  one  is  not  Jewish,  I 
would  be  functioning  as  a minister,  not  a 
rabbi,”  Rabbi  Jaffe  says.  “1  would  be  bestow- 
ing a status  that  is  not  mine  in  .Jewish  law  to 
bestow.” 

Most  Reform  rabbis  who  do  not  officiate 
explain  their  positions  more  emotionally. 

“I  can’t  do  it  because  of  the  commitments 
I’ve  made  to  Jewish  life,”  says  Rabbi  Steven 
Foster  of  Congregation  Emanuel  in  Denver.  “I 
as  an  individual  am  not  able  to  do  that  which 
is  contrary  to  Jewish  tradition.” 

Both  Rabbis  Foster  and  Jaffe  say  they 
never  turn  away  such  couples.  They  work 
with  them  before  and  after  the  wedding, 
encouraging  them  to  join  a congregation, 
learn  about  Judaism  and  build  a Jewish  home. 

“I  tell  them  it’s  about  me,  not  them,”  Rabbi 
Foster  says.  “I  don't  cast  judgment  on  the 
intermarriage." 

He  insists  that  most  couples  accept  his 
explanation  and  aren’t  turned  off  from 
Judaism. 

Rabbi  Jaffe  isn’t  so  sure.  While  he  tells 
such  couples  that  he  is  happy  to  work  with 
them  before  and  after  the  wedding,  just  one 
has  taken  him  up  on  the  offer.  The  others 
often  look  to  another  rabbi. 

Little  concrete  research  has  been  done  on 
the  connection  between  rabbinic  officiation  at 
intermarriages  and  the  future  Jewish  choices 


of  such  couples. 

One  2001  study  by  the  Cohen  Center  for 
Modern  Jewish  Studies  at  Brandeis  Universi- 
ty found  that  a rabbi’s  ongoing  attitude  toward 
and  support  of  interfaith  couples  does  more  to 
engage  them  in  Jewish  life  than  whether  he  or 
she  officiated  at  their  weddings. 

Fern  Chertok,  the  senior  research  associate 
of  that  study,  says  most  of  the  rabbis  inter- 
viewed did  not  officiate  at  intermarriages  but 
took  the  time  to  explain  their  position  and 
welcome  the  couple  actively  into  the  congre- 
gation. That  made  the  difference,  she  said. 

Two  studies  released  this  month  suggest  an 
even  closer  connection. 

One,  a study  of  349  intermarried  couples 
in  four  cities  conducted  by  the  National  Cen- 
ter for  Jewish  Policy  Studies  at  Hebrew  Col- 
lege, found  a “statistically  sound  correlation” 
between  such  officiation  and  eight  kinds  of 
Jewish  behaviours. 

The  couples  who  were  married  by  rabbis 
or  cantors  are  more  likely  to  be  raising  their 
children  as  Jews  (87  per  cent)  than  those  mar- 
ried without  rabbis  or  by  a rabbi  co-officiat- 
ing  with  non-Jewish  clergy  (63  per  cent). 
They  also  are  less  likely  to  belong  to  a church 
(2  per  cent  vs.  26  per  cent)  and  less  likely  to 
celebrate  Christmas  or  Easter. 

A second  study,  by  the  Combined  Jewish 
Philanthropies  of  Greater  Boston,  showed 
that  54  per  cent  of  intermarried  couples  who 
later  raise  their  children  as  Jews  were  married 
by  Jewish  clergy.  In  contrast,  80  per  cent  of 
intermarried  couples  who  decide  not  to  raise 
Jewish  children  had  no  rabbis  officiating  at 
their  weddings. 

Researchers  on  both  studies  emphasize 
they  cannot  prove  causality,  that  these  couples 
made  Jewish  choices  because  a rabbi  married 
them.  But  the  Hebrew  College  study  showed 
that  the  couples  themselves  believe  that  a 
rabbi’s  willingness  or  refusal  to  officiate  at 
their  weddings  had  an  effect  on  their  later 
Jewish  choices.  One-third  of  the  Jewish 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


Why  do  poelpe  get  so 
ecextid  auobt  spilelng 


teers  in  a wrod  are,  the  olny  i 
tihng  is  taht  the  frist  and  Isat  Itteer  be 
in  the  rghit  pdae. 

At  Wstebroo  we  are  etxcied  bucesae  we  crary  geart 
prodcuts,  hvae  knwoeldgeable  satff  and  prfoesisoanl 
intsalelrs.We  Ivoe  hleipng  cstomuers  derocate  tiher  hmoes. 
Tahts  waht  gets  us  ecextid! 


westboroflooring.com  195  Colonnade  Rd  226-RUGS 
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JEWISH  NATIONAL  FUND 


Advertorial 

JEWISH 
NATIONAL 
FUND 

More  than  trees 
613.798.2411 


JNF  OF  CANADA  MISSION  TO  ISRAEL 
with  a visit  to  BUDAPEST  AND  VIENNA 
October  26  - November  9 • $4995  Cdn 


JNF  is  Trees  ... 

Thank  you  Ottawa,  you  did  it  again  this  year ...  you  made  the 
Tu  B’Shevat  Telethon  a resounding  success.  You  responded  mag- 
nificently on  Sunday,  February  4 when  our  Volunteer  Callers 
reached  you  at  home  ...  and  magnificently  when  our  Mop  Up 
crew  reached  those  missed  on  Tu  B’Shevat  ...  and  magnificently 
when  the  Clean  Up  crew  called  the  stragglers  missed  on  the  first 
two  go-rounds!  Bless  you  for  keeping  Israel  green. 

...  and  JNF  is 

• the  Besor  Reservoir  Complex,  a seven  million  cubic  metre 
combined  floodwater-recycled  wastewater  reservoir  complex  near 
Kibbutz  Gevulot,  northwestern  Negev.  The  water  is  used  to  irri- 
gate citrus  groves  and  fields  in  12  settlements  in  the  Eshkol 
Regional  Council,  as  well  as  citrus  groves  belonging  to  Western 
Negev  farming  communities. 

• the  David  Reservoir,  a 750,000  cubic  metre  recycled  waste- 
water  reservoir  25  kilometres  west  of  Be’er  Sheva,  capital  of  the 
Negev.  The  water  is  used  to  irrigate  crops  (potatoes,  wheat, 
peanuts,  sunflowers,  citrus  groves)  belonging  to  moshavim  in  the 
eastern  Hebron  Mountains,  whose  fields  are  located  in  the  Negev. 

• the  Jojoba  Reservoir,  an  850,00  cubic  metre  combined 
floodwater-recycled  wastewater  reservoir  in  the  western  Negev. 
The  water  is  used  to  irrigate  field  crops  (artichoke,  jojoba  and 
Bermuda  grass)  in  western  Negev  farming  communities. 

• the  Bet  Yo’av  Reservoir,  a one  million  cubic  metre  recycled 
water  reservoir,  about  two  kilometres  southwest  of  Qiryat  Gat. 
The  water  is  used  to  irrigate  the  field  crops  (cotton,  alfalfa  and 
sunflowers)  of  two  kibbutzim:  Sede  Yo’av  and  Bet  Nir. 

• the  Nizzana  Reservoir,  an  800.000  cubic  metre  floodwater 
reservoir  in  the  Negev  Highlands.  The  water  will  be  used  to  irri- 
gate field  crops  (onions  and  potatoes)  and  hothouse  crops  (toma- 
toes, cucumbers,  peppers,  melons  and  flowers)  belonging  to  the 
communities  of  Kemehin  and  Be’er  Milka. 

• the  Nizzanim  Reservoir,  a 600,000  cubic  metre  combined 
floodwater-recycled  wastewater  reservoir,  near  Kibbutz  Nizzanim 
in  the  northwestern  Negev.  The  water  is  used  to  irrigate  citrus 
groves  and  field  crops  (sunflowers,  com,  watermelon  and  cotton) 
belonging  to  the  kibbutz. 

• the  Hazeva  Reservoir,  a 1.8  million  cubic  metre  flood- 
water  reservoir  in  the  Arava  Valley,  about  25  kilometres  south  of 
the  Dead  Sea.  The  water  is  used  to  irrigate  field  corps  (bell 
peppers,  eggplants,  tomatoes,  onions,  cucumbers,  melons,  water- 
melons and  pumpkins)  belonging  to  Iddan  and  Hazeva.  two 
moshavim  east  of  the  reservoir. 

...  all  willingly  supported  by  Diaspora  Jewry. 

Bar/Bat  Mitzvah  Inscriptions 

Ethan  Roy  Morrill  by  his  proud  parents  Marian  and  Steve 
Morrill. 

Golden  Book  Inscriptions 

Jack  Leon  Gencher,  Australia,  by  his  proud  grandparents 
Leah  and  Bob  Gencher  and  Sam  and  Pam  Leon. 

On  the  occasion  of  her  Bat  Mitzvah.  Samantha  Laurel 
Shinder  has  been  inscribed  in  the  Golden  Book  by  her  proud 
Bubby  and  Papa  Zelaine  and  Sol  Shinder. 

On  the  occasion  of  her  Bat  Mitzvah,  Samantha  Laurel 
Shinder  has  been  inscribed  in  the  Golden  Book  by  her  proud 
parents  Randi  and  Neil  Shinder. 

On  a daily  basis  you  can  plant 
trees  for  all  occasions.  An 
attractive  card  is  sent  to  the 
recipient.  To  order,  call  the  JNF 
office  (613.798.2411). 


Change  not  imminent  on  policy 


Rabbi  Lev  Baesh  officiates  at  the  wedding  of  Barbara 
and  Elliot  Targum,  an  intermarried  couple. 


(Continued  from  page  8) 
spouses,  for  example,  said 
that  a rabbi’s  refusal  to  marry 
them  distanced  the  couple 
from  Jewish  institutional  life. 

That’s  what  many  Reform 
rabbis  have  been  intuiting  for 
years. 

“The  two  reports  certainly 
indicate  a positive  attitude 
towards  rabbis’  officiating  at 
their  marriage  ceremonies,” 
says  Rabbi  Peter  Knobel.  the 
president  of  the  Central  Con- 
ference of  American  Rabbis. 
“That  is  not  surprising. 
We’ve  had  that  kind  of  anec- 
dotal information  for  a long 
time.” 

It’s  a big  reason  more  and 
more  are  agreeing  to  offici- 
ate at  intermarriages,  even  if 
they  feel  torn  by  the  decision. 

Rabbi  Philip  Rice  of  Tem- 
ple Micah  in  Nashville  does 
officiate  at  intermarriages, 
but  says  it's  a position  he  will 
continue  to  revisit.  He  al- 
ready has  retreated  from  co- 
officiating with  non-Jewish 
clergy  after  a minister 
reneged  on  a promise  not  to 
invoke  Jesus  during  the  cere- 
mony. 

Still,  Rabbi  Rice  says 
refusing  to  officiate  sends 
the  wrong  message. 

“It’s  difficult  for  a rabbi 
not  to  officiate  and  then  ask 
the  couple  to  join  their  syna- 
gogue,” he  says. 

InterfaithFamily.com,  a 


Boston-based  group  that 
helps  interfaith  families 
make  Jewish  choices,  is 
launching  a clergy-only  dis- 
cussion and  resource-sharing 
website  on  for  rabbis  and 
cantors,  whether  they  per- 
form intermarriages  or  not. 

Ed  Case,  the  group’s  pres- 
ident, says  there  are  few  if 
any  other  such  resources. 

“The  rabbis  are  left  to 
themselves,”  he  says. 

Last  year.  Case  hired 
Rabbi  Lev  Baesh  as  the  site’s 
online  rabbinic  adviser  to 
help  interfaith  couples  find 
Jewish  clergy  to  marry  them. 
Rabbi  Baesh  has  nearly  190 
rabbis  and  cantors  on  his  list. 
Most  are  Reform,  although 
two  have  Orthodox  ordina- 
tion. 


Rabbi  Baesh  is  now  field- 
ing more  than  100  requests  a 
month  from  interfaith  cou- 
ples who  want  a Jewish  wed- 
ding. 

"Most  are  not  religious, 
and  many  are  a little  scared." 
he  says. 

That  was  true  for  Lisa 
Ramos  and  Jonathan  Weiner 
of  Los  Angeles.  Rabbi  Baesh 
will  officiate  at  their  ceremo- 
ny in  August  in  Portland, 
Maine. 

“It  was  important  to  us  to 
include  spirituality  in  our 
wedding,"  says  Ramos,  who 
describes  herself  as  more 
spiritual  than  religious.  “But 
we’d  been  warned  a rabbi 
might  not  be  willing  to  marry 
us.” 

After  long  discussions 


with  Rabbi  Baesh,  the  couple 
is  having  “a  much  more  Jew- 
ish wedding  than  we’d  ex- 
pected,” Ramos  says.  And 
she  says  his  willingness  has 
made  Judaism  more  attrac- 
tive to  her. 

“He  encouraged  us  to  join 
a synagogue,  and  that’s 
something  we  will  want  to 
do,”  she  says.  “I  think  it's 
important  for  me,  too.  I’d  like 
to  be  involved  in  my  chil- 
dren’s lives  all  around,  in- 
cluding their  religious  up- 
bringing.” 

At  this  month’s  CCAR 
convention,  no  decision  on 
rabbinic  officiation  is  expect- 
ed. The  task  force  on  inter- 
marriage has  met  a handful 
of  times  in  the  past  year, 
according  to  its  chair,  Rabbi 
Charles  Kroloff  of  Temple 
Emanu-El  in  Westfield,  N.J. 

Rabbi  Kroloff  cautions  it 
is  “premature”  to  predict 
whether  the  rabbinic  organi- 
zation will  ultimately  revise 
its  position.  Most  Reform 
rabbis  agree  that  no  change  is 
imminent. 

“I  believe  the  Zeitgeist  is 
such  that  we  as  an  organiza- 
tion are  not  going  to  make 
that  kind  of  a step  at  this 
point,”  Rabbi  Jaffe  says.  “But 
I would  not  be  surprised  if  by 
the  time  I retire  in  another  13 
years  or  so,  there  were  a res- 
olution to  change  the  status 
quo.” 


Enjoy  the  perfect  blend  of  convenient  amenities, 
beautiful  accommodations  and  unsurpassed  service. 
We  do  the  work,  so  you  can  have  the  leisure  time  to  enjoy 
everything  Central  Park  Lodges  have  to  offer. 


CENTRAL  PARK  LODGES 

RETIREMENT  RESIDENCES 


2370  & 2374  Carling  Ave.,  Ottawa  (613)820-7333 
www.retirementresidences.com 

A Member  of  Retirement  Residences  Group  
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Beth  Shalom  celebrates  50  years,  June  18  , 

Beth  Shalom  absorbs  one  congregation,  helps  found  another 

■ As  part  of  its  participation 

By  Paula  Smith  — “ 


Beth  Shalom  Congregation 

The  1970s  brought  many 
important  changes  to  Con- 
gregation Beth  Shalom.  It 
absorbed  the  membership  of 
one  Ottawa  shul  and,  later, 
was  instrumental  in  the  ere- 


* 


Chuppah 
for  Rent 

Have  you 
been  searching 
for  a nice  Chuppah 
at  a reasonable  cost? 

Well  look  no  further!! 

This  is  a one-of-a-kind, 

hand-crafted  Chuppah. 

Price  includes 
delivery,  setup, 
take-away 
and  a white  canopy. 

NOTE: 

The  flowers  and  tulle 
shown  in  the  picture 
are  not  included. 

$350 

www.randrarchcreations.ca 

email:  reidb@storm.ca 
phone:  613-445-0838 


ation  of  another. 

Beth  Shalom  was  well 
established  as  the  city's  pre- 
eminent downtown  shul 
when  Congregation  B’nai 
Jacob,  the  James  Street  shul, 
which  had  been  founded  in 
Ottawa  60  years  before,  held 
its  final  service  on  May  31, 
1971. 

Congregation  B'nai  Jacob 
had  been  formed  in  1911 
with  a Sefer  Torah  rented  for 
S10  a year  and  it  became  a 
thriving  and  busy  congrega- 
tion. In  1913,  the  shul  pur- 
chased a house  where  it  held 
services  and  operated  a Tal- 
mud Torah  for  40  children. 

By  1931,  Congregation 
B'nai  Jacob  was  able  to  put 
up  a shul  building  on  James 
Street.  The  shul  was  always 
very  traditional  and  the  min- 
utes from  that  time  period, 
both  for  the  board  and  the 
sisterhood,  were  kept  in  Yid- 
dish. Reverend  Sam 
Schreiber  served  as  both  can- 
tor and  shoichet  from  the 
1930s,  while  the  shul  shared 
the  rabbis  with  Beth  Shalom 
and  its  predecessor  shuls. 

However,  with  the  exodus 
from  downtown  to  the  sub- 
urbs, membership  and  rev- 
enue declined  in  the  1960s 
and  an  amalgamation  com- 
mittee Was  formed  to  explore 
joining  together  with  another 
congregation.  In  1971,  the 
members  of  Congregation 
B’nai  Jacob  became  mem- 
bers of  Beth  Shalom. 

During  the  1970s,  Beth 


Universal  life 
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1979  Bat  Torah  Consecration  class  from  Beth  Shalom  Congregation  with  Rabbi  Saul 
I.  Aranov:  (front  row  from  left  to  right)  Cindy  Kardash,  Donna  Polowin;  (back  row) 
Selena  Goldberg,  Kathryn  James,  Marjorie  Lecker,  Jodi  Taller. 

(Photo  courtesy  Ottawa  Jewish  Archives) 


Shalom  was  a busy  and 
active  shul  community.  The 
sisterhood  organized  regular 
Chanukah  Balls,  Purim  par- 
ties, picnics,  cooking  demon- 
strations and  other  social 
activities.  A gala  18th 
anniversary  celebration  was 


held  in  1974  and  the  congre- 
gation continued  to  operate  a 
Sunday  morning  breakfast 
club  as  well  as  a consecration 
class  for  young  girls  turning 
12  or  13. 

After  one  Chanukah  Ball, 
the  president  of  the  sister- 


hood, Anne  Taller,  wrote  to 
the  board  that  “the  Chanukah 
Ball  was  a great  social  suc- 
cess but  not  a financial  one; 
it  ran  a deficit  ($340)  due  to 
the  free  liquor.”  She  asked 
that  the  board  cover  the 
deficit. 


in  the  larger  Ottawa  comrnu-^ 
nity,  Beth  Shalom  sponsored’ 
and  cared  for  an  immigrant 
family  from  Vietnam,  and 
appeals  were  made  by  the 
board  to  see  if  anyone  in  the 
congregation  could  help  the 
family’s  breadwinner  by 
finding  him  a job. 

The  clergy,  who  had  been 
with  Beth  Shalom  since  its 
beginning,  began  to  retire. 
After  23  years  in  Ottawa, 
Rabbi  Simon  L.  Eckstein  left 
in  1975.  Joining  Beth 
Shalom  were  Rabbi  Saul 
Aranov  and  renowned  Cantor 
Moshe  Kraus. 

Then,  in  1980,  because  so 
many  members  had  moved  to 
the  suburbs,  the  board  voted 
to  approve  a satellite  syna- 
gogue for  the  Craig  Henry 
area.  In  May  1980,  the  new 
Beth  Shalom  West  held  its 
first  service  at- a local  high 
school.  Beth  Shalom  West 
was  deemed  to  be  a success 
and  Beth  Shalom  nurtured 
the  new  congregation  from 
then  through  to  its  maturity 
and  eventual  independence. 


Shake  hands  with  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Archives 


' Driven. 

To  exceed  your  needs. 

www.standardlife.ca 


By  Dawn  Logan,  Archivist 

Archives  Awareness  Week 
is  an  annual  event  in  the  first 
week  of  April  that  gives  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  community 
the  opportunity  to  shake 
hands  with  your  history  at 
the  Ottawa  Jewish  Archives 
(OJA).  Include  a visit  to  the 
archives  the  next . time  you 
come  to  the  Soloway  Jewish 
Community  Centre. 

The  OJA  were  founded  in 
1984  under  the  leadership  of 
Shirley  Berman  and  the 
sponsorship  of  the  Ottawa 
Jewish  Historical  Society 
and  are  now  an  agency  of  the 
Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa. 

The  OJA  is  only  as  strong 
as  our  collections  and  we’re 
always  looking  to  add  to 
them.  Perhaps  you  have  trea- 
sures in  your  shoe  boxes, 
closets  or  even  safety  deposit 
boxes  that  might  assist  with 
the  preservation  of  local  Jew- 
ish history.  If  you  have  pho- 
tographs you  value,  perhaps 
you’d  be  willing  to  loan  them 
to  archives  for  copying. 

The  archives  have  recent- 
ly been  an  important 
resource  for  researching 


important  anniversaries 
including  the  Soloway  Jew- 
ish Community  Centre’s  1 0th 
and  Beth  Shalom  Syna- 
gogue’s 50th,  as  well  as  other 
important  milestones  for  Hil- 
lel  Academy  and  the  Jewish 
Federation  of  Ottawa’s 
Women’s  Campaign.  Writers 
working  on  the  Jewish 
Ottawa  book  are  regular 
users  of  OJA  resources. 

While  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Archives  have  two  part-time 
employees.  Dawn  Logan  and 
Laurie  Dougherty,  a great 
deal  is  also  done  by  the 
much-valued  volunteers  who 
come  in  weekly. 

Pat  Binder  has  faithfully 
helped  the  archival  informa- 
tion process  for  more  than  10 
years  and  she  has  been  joined 
recently  by  Estelle  Gunner. 
Gunner  has  been  finding 
archival  records  and  also 
sorting  material,  including 
much  of  the  archival  material 
about  Agudath  Israel  Con- 
gregation. Another  volunteer, 
Miriam  Paghis,  works  behind 
the  scenes  at  home  assidu- 
ously translating  handwritten 
Yiddish  documents  to  type- 


(Left  to  right)  Volunteer  Estelle  Gunner  with  archivists 
Dawn  Logan  and  Laurie  Dougherty  at  work  recently  at 
the  Ottawa  Jewish  Archives. 

(OJB  photo:  Michael  Regenstreif) 

such  as  Ideal  Stationery,  Pure 


written  English. 

Sharon  Edelson  is  another 
new  supporter  of  the 

archives.  Her  interests 

include  collecting  and  she 
has  been  rewarding  the 
archives  with  documents, 
photographs  and  small  arti- 
facts of  Ottawa  businesses 


Springs  and  Edelson’s  Jew- 
ellers. to  name  a few. 

There  were  so  many  small 
Jewish  businesses  in  Ottawa, 
and  the  OJA  should  have 
some  of  their  records. 

The  OJA  is  yours  to  dis- 
cover or  rediscover. 
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Facing  threats  from  within 
and  without,  Israel  offers 
a grim  intelligence  estimate 


By  Leslie  Susser 

JERUSALEM  (JTA)  — The  terrorist 
attack  at  a Jerusalem  yeshiva  and  the  new 
Israeli  national  intelligence  assessment  pre- 
sented recently  to  the  cabinet  underscore  the 
acute  security  problems  Israel  faces  this  year 
and  beyond. 

The  terrorist  shooting  spree  in  the  Mercaz 
Harav  Yeshiva,  which  left  eight  students  dead, 
raised  questions  about  the  vulnerability  of 
Jews  in  western  Jerusalem  to  terrorists  ema- 
nating from  the  mostly  Arab  eastern  part  of 
the  city.  The  gunman  was  from  Jabel 
Mukhaber,  a Palestinian  village  on  the  south- 
eastern outskirts  of  the  capital. 

While  the  new  intelligence  assessment 
downplayed  the  risk  of  war  in  2008,  it  paint- 
ed a gloomy  picture  of  an  Iranian-sponsored 
missile  buildup  by  Syria,  Hezbollah  and 
Hamas.  It  also  said  Iran  is  expected  to  pass 
the  point  of  no  return  on  creating  a nuclear 
bomb  in  2009. 

As  if  all  this  were  not  enough,  Israelis  had 
another,  more  immediate,  concern:  Did  the 
terrorist  attack  in  Jerusalem  herald  the  start  of 
a third  Palestinian  intifada? 

Internal  Security  Minister  Avi  Dichter  and 
the  intelligence  assessment  say  no.  Dichter 
says  there  is  no  evidence  of  it,  and  the  assess- 
ment says  the  probability  of  a widespread, 
sustained  Palestinian  uprising  in  the  West 
Bank  is  low. 

But  the  report  added  an  important  caveat: 
A new  intifada  could  erupt  if  Jewish  extrem- 
ists attack  Muslim  holy  sites  on  Temple 
Mount  or  if  new  IDF  actions  in  the  Gaza  Strip 
cause  a high  Palestinian  death  toll. 

The  fact  that  last  week’s  gunman  was  from 
eastern  Jerusalem  has  been  especially  con- 
cerning here.  There  are  no  barriers  or  check- 
points to  stop  Jerusalem’s  Arabs  from  cross- 
ing into  western  Jerusalem. 

Since  Israel  officially  annexed  the  eastern 
portion  of  Jerusalem  in  1968,  Arabs  from 
eastern  Jerusalem  carry  Israeli  ID  cards, 
making  it  easier  for  them  than  for  West 
Bankers  to  slip  through  police  or  army  cor- 
dons. That  is  why  Jerusalem  often  is  seen  as  a 
soft  target  for  Palestinian  terrorism. 

On  the  flip  side,  the  Palestinian  standard 
of  living  in  Jerusalem  is  higher  than  in  the 
West  Bank.  Moreover,  as  Israeli  residents,  the 
Palestinian  Arabs  in  eastern  Jerusalem 
receive  Israeli  health  care  and  unemployment 
services.  Many  are  loath  to  put  their  relative- 
ly comfortable  lifestyle  at  risk  with  a cam- 
paign of  terrorism. 

Nevertheless,  20  per  cent  of  Jerusalem's 
220,000  Palestinians  have  been  involved 
directly  or  indirectly  in  terrorism,  according 
to  Israeli  police  sources. 

The  special  status  of  Palestinian  Arabs 
from  eastern  Jerusalem  makes  measures 
against  would-be  terrorists  difficult.  Dichter 
says  he  would  deport  to  the  West  Bank  all 


Jerusalemites  involved  in  terrorism  and  their 
accomplices.  But  legal  experts  say  that, 
because  the  Arabs  in  eastern  Jerusalem  qual- 
ify as  Israeli  residents,  Israeli  law  does  not 
allow  such  deportations. 

Danny  Yatom,  a member  of  the  Labor 
Party  and  former  Mossad  chief,  advocates 
building  a fence  between  Jerusalem's  Jewish 
and  Arab  neighbourhoods.  But  right-wing 
critics  say  that  would  be  tantamount  to  acqui- 
escing to  divide  Israel's  capital. 

In  the  wake  of  the  deadly  attack,  the  situa- 
tion in  Jerusalem  is  even  more  volatile  due  to 
the  nature  of  the  target. 

Mercaz  Harav  Yeshiva,  founded  in  1924  by 
then-Chief  Rabbi  Avraham  Isaac  Hacohen 
Kook,  is  religious  Zionism's  most  influential 
theological  seminary.  It  is  one  of  the  prime 
sources  of  messianic  Jewish  settler  ideology, 
which  sees  Jewish  settlement  of  the  West 
Bank  and  Gaza  as  a holy  mission. 

Its  rabbis  and  students  are  highly  critical 
of  the  Olmert  government's  attempts  to  nego- 
tiate a territorial  settlement  with  the  Palestini- 
ans, which  they  believe  flies  in  the  face  of  the 
divine  order. 

That  strong  anti-government  sentiment 
was  reflected  in  an  angry  confrontation  with 
Education  Minister  Yuli  Tamir,  who  was  jos- 
tled and  heckled  when  she  visited  the  yeshiva 
to  offer  her  condolences.  Tamir  left  quickly 
after  some  students  called  her  “murderer.’’ 

Prime  Minister  Ehud  Olmert  later  was  told 
by  yeshiva  leaders  that  he,  too.  would  not  be 
welcome  at  the  school. 

Israeli  police  fear  right-wing  extremists 
might  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands  and 
wreak  vengeance  against  eastern  Jerusalem’s 
Palestinians.  The  police  blocked  right-wing 
activists  from  heading  to  the  terrorist’s 
mourning  tent  in  Jabel  Mukhaber. 

The  alienation  of  religious  Zionists  from 
government  - both  because  of  Olmert ’s  will- 
ingness to  negotiate  with  the  Palestinians  and 
perceived  past  government  betrayals,  includ- 
ing Ariel  Sharon’s  withdrawal  of  troops  from 
Gaza  in  August  2005  - have  Israeli  police 
. worried  about  Jewish  right-wing  violence. 

Jewish  threats  aside,  Israeli  security’s 
main  focus  is  on  the  external  threats  to  Israel. 
They  were  summed  up  harshly  in  the  intelli- 
gence assessment  on  Iran. 

The  Israeli  estimate  is  that,  without  any 
preventative  measures,  Iran  will  be  capable  of 
producing  a nuclear  weapon  in  late  2009  or 
early  2010.  This,  the  intelligence  agencies 
agree,  constitutes  the  gravest  existential 
threat  Israel  faces. 

In  addressing  the  threat,  the  agencies  sug- 
gest Israel  is  more  or  less  on  its  own.  They  do 
not  expect  any  U.S.  military  action  against 
Iran,  and  they  argue  that  international  sanc- 
tions are  having  no  effect  on  the  pace  of  Iran's 
nuclear  program. 

(Continued  on  page  12) 


Jewish  Community 
Service  Awards 

Members  of  the  Jewish  community’ 
are  invited  to  nominate  individuals 
to  receive  the  following  community  awards 
at  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Federation  in  early  June. 

Gilbert  Greenberg  Distinguished  Service  Award 

The  Gilbert  Greenberg  Distinguished  Service  Award  is  the  highest  tribute 
that  the  Ottaw’a  Jewish  Community’  can  bestoyv  on  an  individual 
for  exceptional  service  over  the  course  of  many  years. 

Initiated  in  1980,  it  bears  the  name  of  the  late  Past  President 
of  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa,  Gilbert  Greenberg, 
who  exemplified  the  qualities  of  leadership, 
which  the  award  endeavours  to  recognize. 

Freiman  Family  Young  Leadership  Award 

The  Freiman  Family  Young  Leadership  Aw’ard 
recognizes  an  individual  or  mi  organization 
within  the  Jewish  community,  under  the  age  of  40, 
who  has  contributed  actively  to  the  Jewish  community 
in  the  two  or  more  years  following  his/her  participation 
in  the  Young  Leadership  Development  Program, 
or  as  a young  leader  rendered  exceptional  service 
to  the  Jewish  community. 

The  Shciu  Tov  Community  Volunteer  Award 
presented  by  the  Ottawa  Citizen 

“ There  are  three  crowns:  the  crown  of  Torah,  the  crown  o)  priesthood, 
and  the  crown  of  kingship:  but  the  crown  of  a good  name  excels  them  all. " 

■ Rabbi  Shimon 

The  Shorn  Tov  Commuiuty  Volunteer  Award  was  created 
to  recognize  an  outstanding  and  active  volunteer 
with  the  Jewish  community  w’ho,  through  many  years  of  service, 
has  contributed  to  the  enrichment  of  Jewish  life  hi  Ottaw’a. 

Address  Recommendations  by  March  31,  2008  to: 

Nominations  for  Community  Award 
c/o  Chau-  of  the  Selection  Committee 
Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa 
21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private,  Ottawa,  Ontario  K2A  1R9 

For  more  information,  please  visit  www.jcwishottawa.com 

| NOMINATION  FORM  (Please  attach  another  page  to  tell  us  more) 

| □ Gilbert  Greenberg  Distinguished  Service  Award 

| □ Freiman  Family  Young  Leadership  Award 

| □ Shem  Tov  Community  Volunteer  Award 

I ABOUT  YOU  ABOUT  NOMINEE 


Nominator  name  Nominee 


Daytime  Phone  Agency  or  Organization 


E-mail  Address  E-mail  Address 

Detail  community  involvement  and  special  contributions 
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Kushner  looks  at  Conservative  Judaism’s  challenges 


(Continued  from  page  5) 
rage  when  something  tragic 
has  happened  to  them." 

The  book’s  influence  is 
undeniable  and  has  made 
Rabbi  Kushner  a sought-after 
expert  on  God  and  human 
suffering. 

“It  started  a whole  trend 
in  writing,”  Carolyn  Hessel, 
the  director  of  the  Jewish 
Book  Council,  said  of  When 
Bad  Things  Happen  to  Good 
People. 

“I  think  that  Rabbi  Kush- 
ner was  successful  because 
he  catered  to  everybody,”  she 
said.  "He  reached  every- 
body's heart.  It  wasn’t  just 
the  Jewish  heart.  He  reached 
the  heart  of  every  human 
being.” 


Rabbi  Kushner  was  bom 
in  Brooklyn  and  educated  in 
the  New  York  borough’s  pub- 
lic schools.  After  his  ordina- 
tion at  the  Jewish  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  (JTS)  in  1960, 
he  went  to  court  to  have  his 
military  exemption  waived. 

For  two  years,  he  served 
as  a military  chaplain  in 
Oklahoma  before  assuming 
his  first  pulpit,  as  an  assistant 
rabbi  at  another  Temple 
Israel,  this  one  in  Great 
Neck,  N.Y. 

Four  years  later,  he  came 
to  Natick,  where  he  has 
remained.  In  1983,  with  his 
book  a best-seller  and 
demanding  more  of  his  time. 
Rabbi  Kushner  cut  back  to 
part-time  at  the  synagogue. 


Seven  years  later,  he  stepped 
down  to  devote  himself  fully 
to  writing. 

The  congregation,  believ- 
ing their  then-55-year-old 
rabbi  too  young  to  be  named 
rabbi  emeritus,  made  Kush- 
ner its  rabbi  laureate,  a title 
held  by  only  a handful  of 
American  spiritual  leaders. 

Last  month.  Rabbi  Kush- 
ner turned  his  human-cen- 
tered approach  to  the  chal- 
lenges facing  the  Conserva- 
tive movement  in  an  article, 
titled  Conservative  Judaism 
in  an  Age  of  Democracy,  pub- 
lished in  Conservative 
Judaism  magazine. 

An  early  and  outspoken 
supporter  of  the  new  JTS 
chancellor,  Arnold  Eisen, 


Rabbi  Kushner  told  JTA  that, 
as  a sociologist,  Eisen  is  also 
disposed  to  see  Judaism 
through  the  eyes  of  those  who 
actually  live  it  and  not  solely 
from  the  perspective  of  an 
academic  - a frequent  criti- 
cism of  Eisen’s  predecessors. 

In  the  article.  Rabbi  Kush- 
ner argues  that,  in  an  era  of 
personal  autonomy,  where 
the  Jewish  community  lacks 
the  ability  to  enforce  com- 
munal standards  the  way  it 
did  in  the  shtetl,  Jews  must 
be  given  positive  reasons  to 
choose  observance. 

Conservative  Judaism  has 
withered,  in  part,  because  it 
still  treats  mitzvot  as  com- 
mandments, Rabbi  Kushner 
said.  Instead,  it  should  mar- 
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The  Jerusalem  Lyric  Trio,  one  of  Israel's 
most  renowned  chamber  ensembles,  is 
composed  of  internationally  acclaimed 
soloists.  The  Trio  has  been  performing 
throughout  the  world  since  1995.  Their 
unique  programs  feature  compositions 
based  on  the  religious  and 
cultural  heritage  of  the  Jewish  people, 
written  especially  for  them.  Their 
repertoire  includes  works  inspired  by 
biblical  texts,  the  holy  city  Jerusalem,  and 
Israeli  landscapes,  as  well  as  popular 
songs  in  Hebrew  and  Ladino. 

The  Jerusalem  Lyric  Trio 

'Each  of  these  gifted  musicians  display  artistry,  musicianship,  technical  skill  and  professionalism.  They  have  a 
wonderful  sensitivity  towards  mixing  liturgy  and  history,  all  of  which  is  masterfully  woven  together.' 

Cantor  Benjamin  2.  Maissner,  Holy  Blossom  Temple 


Sunday  March  30,h,  2:00  pm 

National  Archives  of  Canada  - Auditorium 
395  Wellington  Street,  Ottawa,  Ontario 

Wine  and  cheese  reception  following,  featuring  Israeli  vintages 
Tickets:  $36,  seniors  and  students  $20 
Contact  Temple  Israel  for  tickets  613  224-1802 
After-hours  contact  for  tickets  613  761-6098 


ket  itself  as  the  movement 
that  satisfies  the  deep  human 
need  for  community  and  pur- 
pose. 

“My  seminary  training 
was  all  about  Jewish  answers. 
My  congregational  experi- 
ence has  been  more  in  terms 
of  Jewish  questions,”  Rabbi 
Kushner  said.  “I  start  with 


the  anguish,  the  uncertainty, 
the  lack  of  fulfilment  I find 
in  the  lives  of  the  very  nice, 
decent  people  who  are  in  this 
synagogue  and  who  are  my 
readers.  And  Judaism  is  the 
answer. 

“How  do  I live  a fulfilling 
life  is  the  question.  Judaism 
is  the  answer." 


Israel  evaluates 
security  threats 


(Continued  from  page  11) 

The  assessment  has  a 
wide  regional  sweep,  provid- 
ing a country-by-country  and 
issue-by-issue  accounting  of 
the  updated  “threat  map”  as 
seen  by  Israel's  intelligence 
agencies. 

The  main  points  include: 

• Lebanon:  The  Leba- 
nese government  is  tottering 
and  a real  danger  exists  that 
Hezbollah  will  take  over  the 
country.  If  that,  were  to  hap- 
pen, Israel  would  find  itself 
facing  a significantly  en- 
hanced Iranian  forward  base 
on  its  northern  border.  In  any 
event.  Hezbollah  is  preparing 
for  another  missile  war 
against  Israel,  possibly  on 
two  fronts:  Lebanon  in  the 
North  and  Gaza  in  the  South. 

• Gaza:  Hamas  is  build- 
ing up  its  rocket  capacity, 
training  personnel  in  Iran 
and  preparing  for  a show- 
down with  Israel. 

• West  Bank:  Palestinian 
Authority  President  Mah- 
moud Abbas  needs  to  be  able 
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to  show  his  constituency 
achievements  on  the  ground, 
such  as  the  removal  of  Israeli 
checkpoints,  if  he  is  to  make 
progress  in  peace  talks  with 
Israel. 

• Israeli  Arabs:  There  is 
a worrying  radicalization 
among  Israeli  Arabs,  evident 
in  demonstrations  and  stone 
throwing  in  response  to 
Israeli  military  operations 
against  Hamas  rocket  crews 
in  Gaza. 

• Syria:  The  regime  is 
stable,  with  President  Bashar 
Assad  firmly  in  control. 

Assad  is  focusing  on  a 
long-range  rocket  buildup  in 
an  attempt  to  reach  a mea- 
sure of  strategic  parity  with 
Israel  in  the  event  of  peace 
negotiations  between  the  two 
countries. 

He  may  be  ready  to  break 
with  Iran  and  the  axis  of  evil 
in  return  for  a peace  deal 
with  Israel  that  entails  the 
return  of  the  Golan  Heights 
to  Syria  and  massive  U.S. 
economic  aid. 

The  probability  of  war 
this  year  with  Syria  is  low, 
even  though  Damascus  may 
still  seek  revenge  for  the 
reported  Israeli  raid  last  Sep- 
tember on  an  alleged  Syrian 
nuclear  facility. 

• Egypt,  Jordan  and 
Saudi  Arabia:  Despite  ongo- 
ing radicalization  in  the  Mid- 
dle East,  there  is  no  threat  to 
the  stability  of  these  so- 
called  moderate  regimes. 

Tzachi  Hanegbi,  the 
chairman  of  the  Knesset’s 
Foreign  Affairs  and  Defense 
Committee,  described  the 
threat  map  as  the  "most  seri- 
ous in  Israel’s  history." 

Still,  Olmert  told  his  Cab- 
inet he  is  confident  that 
Israel  can  meet  whatever 
challenges  it  faces. 

“We  have  answers  for  all 
future  threats,”  he  said. 
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TREES  HAVE  BEEN  PLANTED 

Condolences  to: 

Gerry  Addlcstone  and  Family  in  memory  of  a 
dear  cousin  Muriel  Addleslone  by  Maurice  and  Evelyn 
Young  and  family 

Toby  Appel  and  Family  in  memory  of  Freda  Appel 
by  Louclla  and  Pam  Molot  and  family  and  by  Robin, 
Daniel  and  David  Mader 

Ruth  Bayard  in  memory  of  Irene  Barnard  by 
Stephen  and  Fay  Adler 

Mrs.  Bayne  in  memory  of  Robert  “ Bert”  Bayne  by 
Isadore  and  Lea  Kalin 

Kay  Bencze  and  Family  in  memory  of  a beloved 
father  and  grandfather  David  Abony  by  Jackie,  Lucian, 
Michael  and  Simon  Sitwell 

Rob  Bernstein  and  Family  in  memory  of  Noma 
Bernstein  by  Lily  Tobin 

Andrea  Schwartz-Brashear  in  loving  memory  of 
your  mother  Patricia  by  Marcia,  Barry  and  Boys 

Karen  Brook  in  memory  of  Arlene  Brook  by 
Esther  and  Abe  Tarasofsky 

David  Brooks  in  memory  of  Mara  Brooks  by 
Sharon  Abron  Drache 

Vivian  Caplan  and  Family  in  memory  of  Dr. 
Donald  (Pete)  Caplan  by  Joe  Ginsberg  and  Lillian 
Katznelson 

Dr.  Robbie  R.  Friedmann  in  memory  of  your 
mother  by  Don  Loree 

Abie  and  Elaine  Gitalis  in  memory  of  your  moth- 
er, Chana  Gitalis  by  Judy  Bernstein 

Jerome  Glenn,  Susie  and  Janet  in  memory  of 
Beatrice  Glenn  by  Barbara  Molot  Sugarman  and  Dr. 
Sydney  Kronick 

Dora  Goldman  in  memory  of  your  dear  mother 
Magdolna  Krauss  by  the  Israelis  Singers 

Steve  Gordon  in  memory  of  your  dear  mother 
Miriam  Gordon  by  Robin.  Daniel  and  David  Mader 
Mrs.  Gossack  in  memory  of  Fred  Gossack  by 
Beverley  and  Abe  Feinstein 

Murray  Greenspoon  to  honour  the  memory  of 
Mildred  Greenspoon  by  Sylvia  Greenspoon.  Rick 
Levine.  Aaron  and  Samuel 

Dennis  Guiney,  Molly,  Katie  & Brian  in  memory 
of  Sally  Guiney  by  Pinchas  and  Barbara  Pleet 

The  Family  of  the  late  Pepi  Guiot  Zuckerbrodt 
in  memory'  of  Pepi  Guiot  Zuckerbrodt  by  Marla  Blach- 
er,  by  Sylvia  Greenspoon,  Rick  Levine,  Aaron  and 
Samuel  and  by  Marcia  Cantor 

Gurr  Family  in  memory  of  a dear  husband,  father 
and  grandfather  by  the  Kardish  Families  and  the  staff  of 
Rideau  Bakery 

Fern  and  Steffan  Hammonds  in  memory  of  baby 
Joshua  by  Ruth  Shane  and  by  Sandra  Thomas 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steve  Harris  in  memory  of  Florence 
“Flip"  Harris  by  Larry,  Anna  and  Jeremy  Chodos 
Lianna  and  Stephen  Hayes  in  memory  of  Danuta 
Maria  Hayes  by  Anne  Mozersky 

Randy  and  Bailee  Hoffman  in  memory  of  Jack 
Hoffman  by  Janice,  Marty.  Jaclyn  and  Tommy  Friedlich 
Randall  Huberman  in  memory  of  your  mother 
Sandy  Huberman  by  Maria  and  Danny  Seiler  and 
daughters 

Avi  Iny  in  memory  of  your  mother  Rosa  Iny  by 
Barbara  and  David  Slipacoff  and  Family 

Sid  Kardash  and  Family  in  memory  of  your 
beloved  sister,  Bess  Weiner  by  Marcia  and  Barr)' 
Cantor  and  by  Lisa  and  Fred  Cogan  and  family 

Linda  Katz  in  memory  of  Joe  Rowman  by  Art  and 
Marsha  Saper  and  Family 

John  Kotlarsky  in  memory  of  your  father  Harry 
Kotlarsky  by  Allec  Seller  and  Dayna  Zunder 

Howard  Krakower  in  memory  of  your  mother 


Lottie  Krakower  by  Marcia  and  Barry  Cantor  and 
Family 

Lily  Kowalczyk  in  memory  of  your  dear  mother 
Eleanor  Majcher  by  Louis,  Muriel  and  Rachel  Kardish 
Alan  Kremin  and  Family  in  memory  of  your 
beloved  father  by  Marcia  and  Barry  Cantor  and  Family 
Ed  Lander  in  memory  of  Aron  Lander  by  Sharon 
Abron  Drache 

Bob  Lipp  and  Family  in  memory  of  Barbara  by 
Barry  and  Ricki  Baker  and  Family 

Diana.  Jacob  and  Jonation  Lipton  in  memory  of 
Peter  Lipton  by  Leon.  Ruth,  Shelley,  Diana,  David  and 
Nathan 

Lorraine  Martin  in  memory  of  Faye  Kantor  by 
Arnold  and  Jeanette  Finkelstein 

Tom  and  Krystyna  Maviile  in  memory  of  Shirley 
Anne  Maviile  by  Anne  and  Ken  Mozersky 

David  Migicovsky  in  memory  of  Lori  Migicovsky 
by  the  Klaiman-Fine  Family,  Donna,  Jeffrey,  Sara  and 
Lila 

The  Miller  Family  in  memory  of  Seymour  Miller 
by  Sherwin  Raichman  and  Robert  Meagher 

The  Moss  Family  in  memory  of  Lillian  Mdss  by 
Ruth  Soloway 

The  Newcombe  family  in  memory  of  Peter 
Newcombe  by  Fred  and  Lisa  Cogan 

Nixon  Family  in  memory  of  Arthur  Nixon  by 
Sandy,  Lee  and  Suesan. 

Jane  O' Hern  and  Family  in  memory  of  Rose 
Angeline  Haferman  by  Pinchas  and  Barbara  Pleet 
Martin  and  Gaby  Orbach  in  memory  of  Alex 
Singerman  by  Annie,  David,  Lisa  and  Harold  Garmaise 
Victor  and  Shirley  Santos-Pedro  in  memory  of 
Armanda  Estrella  Dos  Santos-Pedro  by  Anne  and  Ken 
Mozersky 

Rick  Ponting  in  memory  of  Marjory  Ponting  by 
Andy  and  Sandy  Siggner 

Susan  Schwartz-Posilkin  in  loving  memory  of 
your  mother,  Patricia  by  Marcia,  Barry  and  Boys 
Merle  Reuser  and  Family  in  memory  of  Trish 
Reuser  by  Barbara  and  Pinchas  Pleet 

Shelley  Rothman  and  family  in  memory  of  your 
beloved  father-in-law  and  grandfather  Carl  Rothman  by 
Marcia  and  Barry  Cantor  and  by  Alannah  and  Tom 
Grossman 

Shelley  Rothman  and  Family  in  memory  of  your 
dear  husband  and  father  Sid  Rothman  by  Robin.  Daniel 
and  David  Mader 

Dorothy  and  Bob  Sadick  in  memory  of  David 
Sadick  by  Jean  Morin  and  by  Lily  Feig 

Charles  Sager  in  memory  of  your  beloved  mother 
Kathleen  Sager  by  Danny  Globcrman  and  Family 
Shafica  Saleh  and  Family  in  memory  of  your 
brother  Niam  Corin  by  Hillel  and  Linda  Finestone  and 
family 

Alvin  Satin  in  memory  of  Joseph  “Jerry"  Satin  by 
Elly  and  Al  Bruner  and  Family 

The  Schwam  family  in  memory  of  Ben  Schwam 
by  Ken  and  Leah  Miller 

Larry  Segal  and  Family  in  memory  of  your  father 
Bert  Segal  by  Marla  and  Danny  Seller  and  family 
Dr.  Andrew  Sharpe  in  memory  of  his  daughter 
Sandra  by  Abe  and  Esther  Tarasofsky 

Hal  Shuster  in  memory  of  your  father  Abe  Shuster 
by  Mindy,  Roy  and  Family 

Paula  Silver  in  memory  of  your  beloved  husband 
Stephen  Silver  by  Marcia  and  Barry  Cantor  and  by 
Aviva  and  Leo  Lightstone  and  Family 

The  Family  of  the  late  Dr.  Stephen  Silver  in 
memory  of  your  beloved  Stephen  by  Reisa  and  Allan 
Glenns  and  Family 


Hartley  Stern  in  memory  of  your  mother  Rachel 
Stem  by  Robin.  Daniel  and  David  Mader 

Sandra  Thomas  in  memory  of  your  mother  Nan 
Thomas  by  Shayla  Mindell  and  Family 

Shirley  Tomblin  in  memory  of  your  dear  husband 
Raymond  Tomblin  by  Tom  and  Alannah  Grossman 
Kitty  Tuchtie  in  memory  of  Susan  Joyce  by  Diane 
Nicholson  and  Frank  Shapiro 

Mrs.  Robin  Turak  and  Family  in  memory  of  Fred 
Turak  by  Rick  and  Sylvia  Kleiman 

The  Family  of  the  Late  Bess  Weiner  in  memory  of 
Bess  Weiner  by  Elly  and  Al  Bruner  and  Family 

Roz  Wollock  in  memory  of  your  father  Sam 
Brozovsky  by  Kinneret  Globerman 

Refuah  Shleima: 

Esther  Ballon  by  Ady  and  Julius  Moses 
Henry  Bloom  by  Philip  and  Shirley  Teitelbaum 
Morley  Goldfield  by  Marcia  and  Barry  Cantor 
Ed  Kerzner  by  Steven.  Linda,  Jessica  and  Lome 
Kerzner 

Jacie  Levinson  by  Vivian  Caplan 
Dora  Litwack  by  Marcia  and  Barry  Cantor 
Dov  Saitowitz  by  Janice  and  Marty  Friedlich  and 
Family 

Phyllis  Wolfe  by  Philip  and  Shirley  Teitelbaum 

In  Honour  of: 

Betty  Ballon  Happy  100th.  May  we  celebrate  the 
120th  together  by  the  Sheffield  Family 

Rabbi  and  Mrs.  Berger  wishing  you  all  good 
things  as  you  start  your  new  life  in  Australia  by  Robin, 

. Daniel  and  David  Mader 

Deby  Bernstein  in  honour  of  your  80th  birthday  by 
Janice  Friedlich 

Katherine  Jeans  and  Neil  Bregman  my  beloved 
parents  on  the  occasion  of  my  Bat  Mitzvah' by  Ivy 
Cecily  and  Irving  Bregman  my  wonderful  grand- 
parents on  the  occasion  of  my  Bat  Mitzvah  by  Ivy 
Chwola  Finkelstein  in  honour  of  your 
Birthday  by  Harry  Finkelstein 

Alixandra  Glance  Mazel  Tov  and  Best  Wishes  on 
your  Bat  Mitzvah  by  Emma  Makin 

Rita  and  Wally  Jacuk  Happy  Holidays  and  Best 
Wishes  for  the  New  Year  by  Joy,  Dennis,  Michael, 
Carly  and  Ben 

Anita  and  Albert  Jeans  my  wonderful  grand- 
parents on  the  occasion  of  my  Bat  Mitzvah  by  Ivy 
Diane  Koven  in  sincere  appreciation  by  Robin, 
Daniel  and  David  Mader  . 

Phyllis  Leebosh  wishing  you  Happy 
Birthday  by  Joy.  Dennis,  Michael,  Carly  and  Ben 
Doug  Long  We  were  so  glad  to  be  at  your  special 
celebration  by  Rochelle.  David,  Moose,  Delilah  and  Oz 
Morah  Sarah  Moon,  Morah  Ranit  Braun, 
Morah  Perl  G.  Giaccone,  Morah  Sigal  Baray,  Moreh 
Sheldon  Paquin,  Moreh  Tzvi  Osterer,  Morah  Rivka 
Zuckerbrodt,  Morah  Chana  Paquin,  Morah  Shaina 
Lipsey  and  Moreh  Larry  Tarof  for  your  dedication 
and  devotion  to  teaching  our  children  by  Temple  School 
Barrie  Pratt  in  appreciation  by  Lea  and  Isadore 
Kalin 

Janet  Roher  in  appreciation  and  in  honour  of 
Gillian,  Jared,  Rebecca!  Jenna,  Ben,  Jacob,  Samara, 
Jordana,  Abby  and  Haley  by  Barbara  Siegel 

Arthur  Rosenblum  Best  wishes  for  a Happy 
Birthday  by  Judith  Shane 

Ruth  Sempera  in  honour  of  your  90th  Birthday  by 
Irene  Hellinger 

Ruth  Shane  Best  wishes  for  a Happy  Birthday  by 
Judith  Shane 


Neil  Shindcr  Best  wishes  for  a Happy  Birthday  by 
Janice  and  Marty  Friedlich 

Caren  Weinstein,  Lori  Beckerman,  Sandy  Allen, 
Doug  Marshall.  Rodney  Capstick.  Heather 
Evanchick,  Heather  Cohen,  Annie  Garmaise,  Steve 
Mendelson  and  Sue  Potechin  in  thanks  and  apprecia- 
tion for  your  constant  moral  support,  your  continued 
efforts  to  promote  moral  and  ethical  behaviour  and  for 
the  guidance  you  are  generously  giving  to  the  school 
during  this  challenging  time  of  transition  by  Temple 
School. 

Mazel  Tov  to: 

Josh  and  Lauren  Beckman  in  honour  of  the  birth 
of  your  son.  Benjamin  Ellis  Beckman  by  Philip  and 
Shirley  Teitelbaum 

Rabbi  Eli  and  Sheli  Braun  on  the  marriage  of 
your  daughter  Elisheva  to  Josh  Brantz 

Ivy  Bregman  may  your  life  as  a Jewish  woman  be 
a fulfilment  by  Ruth  and  Leon  Katz 

Eva  and  Victor  Eichler  on  the  birth  of  your  twin 
grandchildren  by  Rochelle  and  Brian  Pearl 

Dale  and  Ruth  Fyman  on  the  engagement  of  your 
daughter  Rachel  by  Robin.  Daniel  and  David  Mader 
Elaine  and  Haney  Goldberg  on  your  36th  Wed- 
ding Anniversary  with  love  by  Annie  and  David 

Norman  Greenberg  on  your  special  60th  birthday 
by  Sheela  and  Si  Morin 

Katherine  Kaminsky  and  Eric  Wakin  in  honour 
of  the  birth  of  your  sons  Solomon  and  Mark  by  Norm 
Barwin 

Dr.  Sydney  Kronick  on  the  occasion  of  your  sec- 
ond Bar  Mitzvah  by  Roberta  and  Jenna  Gold  and  by 
John  Holzman  and  Linda  Slotin 

Les  and  Sara  Melamed  on  the  engagement  of 
your  daughter  Eva  by  Robin.  Daniel  and  David  Mader 
Blanche  and  Joey  Osterer  on  the  birth  of  your 
great-grandson  Ruben  Smith  by  Reisa  and  Allan 
Glenns 

Ellen  Osterer  on  the  birth  of  your  grandson. 
Ruben  Smith  by  Marcia  and  Barry  Cantor 

Howie  Osterer  on  the  birth  of  your  grandson, 
Ruben  Smith  by  Marcia  and  Barry  Cantor 

Alexander  Burn-Peterson  on  the  occasion  of  your 
Bar  Mitzvah  by  Sandi  Thomas 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  David  Ribner  on  the  birth  of  your 
grandson  by  Peggy  Kleinplatz 

Fay  and  Abe  Schwartz  way  to  go  40  years!  Here's 
to  the  next  40  by  Reisa  and  Allan  Glenns 

Shirley  Seiler  on  the  occasion  of  your  birthday  by 
Ruth  and  Myron  Poplovc 

Rabbi  and  Mrs.  Zischa  Shaps  on  the  birth  of  your 
new  grandchild  by  Robin.  Daniel  and  David  Mader 
Adele  and  Jeff  Sidney  on  the  birth  of  your  new 
grandchild  by  Robin.  Daniel  and  David  Mader 

Vivianne  Silver  Yasher  Koach  on  the  publication 
of  your  wonderful  book  by  Marion  Silver  and  Alan 
Brass  and  Family 

Tree  purchases  are  $18 
and  are  fully  tax  receiptable. 

JNF  thanks  you  for  your 
generous  contribution. 

Please  accept  our  apologies 
if  we  misspelled  or  omitted 
anyone's  name  or  contribution. 
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Leader  of  Darfur  project  wins  a $100, 

Bv  Tom  Tnppnri  Anpeles  base  to  svnapopues.  I 


By  Tom  Tugend 

LOS  ANGELES  (JTA)  - 
Simple  innovations  some- 
times lead  to  great  rewards,  as 
Rachel  Andres  learned  when 
she  was  named  the  2008 
recipient  of  the  $100,000 
Charles  Bronfman  Prize. 

The  annual  prize  is  award- 
ed to  a person  or  team  of  peo- 
ple younger  than  50  whose 
Jewish  values  spark  humani- 
tarian efforts  that  help 
improve  the  world. 

Andres,  in  her  work,  pro- 
vides succor  to  some  of  the 
most  helpless  and  brutalized 
people  in  the  world  - 10,000 
refugee  families,  mostly 
fatherless,  who  have  escaped 
the  massacres  in  Darfur. 

The  genocide  in  the 
Sudanese  province,  now  in  its 
fifth  year,  has  claimed  an  esti- 
mated 200,000  to  400,000 
civilians.  Some  2.5  million 
refugees,  predominantly 
women  and  children,  have 
been  displaced. 

For  the  past  two  years 
Andres,  45,  has  directed  the 
Solar  Cooker  Project  of  Jew- 
ish World  Watch,  which  has 
expanded  from  a small  Los 


Angeles  base  to  synagogues, 
churches,  schools,  Girl  Scout 
troops,  civic  organizations 
and  individual  contributors 
across  the  U.S.,  as  well  as 
parts  of  Canada  and  Australia. 

The  solar  cooker  concept 
is  an  elegantly  simple 
response  to  a terrifying  fact 
of  life  facing  the  women  and 
young  girls  in  the  Iridimi  and 
Touloum  refugee  camps  on 
the  Sudan-Chad  border. 

While  foraging  for  scarce 
firewood  outside  the  camps 
for  basic  cooking  and  water 
purification,  the  women  and 
girls  were  in  constant  danger 
of  gang  rapes  by  roving  bands 
of  Arab  militiamen. 

If  the  women  could  find 
an  alternative  source  of  heat- 
ing within  the  camps,  they 
could  largely  eliminate  the 
assaults,  reasoned  Andres  and 
her  colleagues. 

Her  answer  was  a sun- 
powered  cooker,  made  of 
cardboard  and  aluminum  foil, 
at  a cost  of  $ 1 5 each. 

Andres  discovered  a small 
Dutch  company  to  furnish  the 
material,  which  is  shipped  to 
the  refugee  camps.  Doubling 


Rachel  Andres,  on  a trip  to  Chad,  received  the  Charles  Bronfman  Prize  for  directing 
an  initiative  to  help  the  Darfur  genocide's  refugees.  SOURCE:  Jewish  World  Watch 


the  mitzvah,  the  cookers  are 
assembled  in  small  camp 
plants  by  the  women  and  girls 
older  than  14,  who  get  paid  for 
the  work  and  become  income 
earners  for  their  families. 

Some  15,000  cookers 
have  been  distributed,  which 
have  also  proven  an  environ- 
mental boon,  slowing  the 
deforestation  of  the  region 
and  cutting  down  the  time 
women  have  to  spend  over 
open  brick  fireplaces. 


carol  weidman 

artist 

from  “dancers  in  motion” 

will  be  doing 
portraits  to  order 

please  call 
613-422-8585 


OPEN  HOUSE 

Sunday,  April  6,  2008 
2:00  to  4:00  pm 
2310-195  Clearview  Avenue 

(below  Scott  Street) 


Since  each  family  needs 
two  of  the  $15  cookers,  Jew- 
ish World  Watch  has  pitched 
its  donation  appeal  at  $30. 
More  than  $1  million  has  been 
received  to  date  from  some 
20,000  contributors,  mainly  in 
$30  donations,  though  there 
have  been  larger  gifts. 

In  Ottawa,  Temple  Israel 
ran  a very  successful  drive 
raising  $10,000. 

As  Andres  was  talking  to  a 
reporter  recently,  she  inter- 
rupted herself  to  announce 
jubilantly.  “I  just  got  an  e- 
mail  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Seattle 
and  its  members  are  sending 
us  $3,200.” 

Dallas-born  Andres  has 
been  an  activist  since  gradu- 
ating from  UCLA.  She  cred- 
its her  grandmother  for  her 
sense  of  Jewish  responsibility 
toward  others,  regardless  of 
race  or  religion. 

“Bubbie  left  Suwalki  in 
northern  Poland  in  1919  and 


came  to  Texas,”  she  said. 
“Most  of  her  family  stayed 
behind  and  22  relatives  per- 
ished in  the  Holocaust.” 

Andres  said  her  grand- 
mother had  three  sons, 
worked  in  her  husband’s  gro- 
cery store,  wrote  four  books 
of  Yiddish  poetry,  met  new 
immigrants  at  the  airport  and 
helped  settle  them,  and  was 
involved  in  the  Arbeter  Ring, 
the  Workmen’s  Circle. 

“Her  legacy  to  me  was  her 
sense  of  social  justice,” 
Andres  said.  “She  was  larger 
than  life.” 

In  following  that  inspira- 
tion. Andres  worked  for  10 
years  at  the  Jewish  Federation 
of  Greater  Los  Angeles  as  the 
director  of  its  Commission  on 
Cults  and  Missionaries,  and 
subsequently  as  a volunteer 
for  AIDS  Project  Los  Angeles 
and  in  various  other  projects, 
including  the  Museum  for  the 
History  of  Polish  Jews. 

Andres  and  her  husband. 


Ben  Tysch,  the  chief  adminis- 
trator for  the  regional  Planned 
Parenthood,  live  in  Los  Ange- 
les with  their  two  children, 
Ezra,  10,  and  Rebecca,  6. 
Andres  serves  on  the  board  of 
Temple  Israel  of  Hollywood,  a 
Reform  congregation. 

Andres  says  she  will  use 
the  $100,000  prize  money  “to 
expand  the  solar  cooker  pro- 
ject to  more  camps  and  to 
publicize  the  desperate  needs 
of  the  refugees.” 

She  and  her  colleagues  are 
asked  sometimes  why  they 
spend  their  energies  on  the 
suffering  in  Darfur  rather 
than  focusing  on  specifically 
Jewish  and  Israeli  concerns. 

Andres  agrees  with  the 
answer  provided  by  Rabbi 
Harold  Schulweis,  the  Jewish 
World  Watch  co-founder  with 
Janice  Kamenir-Resnick. 

“Some  people  say  about 
the  Darfur  genocide  that  it’s 
an  internal  matter,  that 
reports  have  been  exaggerat- 
ed,” said  Schulweis,  the  spiri- 
tual leader  of  Valley  Beth 
Shalom  in  Encino.  “These 
are  the  same  excuses  we 
heard  during  the  Holocaust. 

“There  is  always  an  alter- 
native to  passive  complicity. 
If  we  now  turn  aside,  that 
would  be  our  deepest  humili- 
ation.” 

The  Charles  Bronfman 
Prize  was  established  by  the 
children  of  the  Canadian  phil- 
anthropist in  honour  of  his 
70th  birthday. 

Andres  is  the  fourth  per- 
son and  the  first  woman  to 
receive  the  prize,  which  will 
be  awarded  May  6 in  New 
York. 


What’s  happening  at 
Congregation  Beth  Shalom 


Thursday,  April  3 
Friday,  April  11 
Sunday,  April  13 
Sunday,  April  20 
Wednesday,  April  23 
Thursday,  May  1 


Kibitz  Club  Luncheon 
Shabbat  Dinner 

Talk  with  Esty  Mayer,  Holocaust  Suite 
Second  Seder 
Pesach  Dinner  Night 
Kibitz  Club  Luncheon 
Watch  for  more  upcoming  events  including  our  Beer  Tasting  event. 
Karaoke  Night  and  Chinese  Buffet! 

Everyone  is  Welcome! 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  synagogue 
at  613-785-3501  or  info@bethshalom.ca 
www.bethshalom.ca 
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Sundays:  11am  - 5 pm 
Wednesdays:  6:30  pm  - 9:30  pm 
Any  other  time  by  appointment. 

192  Switzer  Ave.  • Ottawa,  Ontario  K1Z  7H9-  (613)  729-1619-jylofottawa.org 


Ages  2-13  (Half  day  program  available  for  2-4  years  old) 
9:00  am  - 3:30  pm  (Early  and  latedrop  off  available) 

Early  bird  special  closes  March  31, 2008 
(613)  729-7712  • 729-1619  • cgiottawa.org 


wish  Prescho 


Sponsored  by  the  Jewish  Youth  Library 


Volunteers  • Children  • Parents  • Stafl  • Supporters 


Something  for  everyone. 


Jewish  Youth  Library  of  Ottawa 

If  you  love  Jewish  books,  join  us. 


Music  Yoga  Tae  Kwon  Do  Baking  Crafts  I he  true  beauly  of  the  Circle  is  how  we  all  link 

AlefBet  Tzedakah  And'More!  together  to  form  a seamless  circle  of  friendship. 


• Valuable  volunteer  experience  for  teens  • 

• Friendship  for  a child  with  special  needs  • 


For  children  ages  21/2  -5 


1 92  Switzer  Ave.  ■ Ottawa,  Ontario  K1 Z 7H9 
(61 3)  729-1619  • 729-7712  • www.jylofottawa.org 


ror  rnotc  information  please  call:  (613)  282-0565  • (613)  729-7712 
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Mv  father,  mv  hero: 

Leon  Katz  made  an  officer  of  Order  of  Canada 


Leon  Katz  is  inducted  as  an  officer  of  the  Order  of  Canada  by  Gov- 
ernor General  Michaelle  Jean.  (Photo:  Eric  Jolin,  Rideau  Hall) 


By  Floralove  Katz 

One  of  the  happiest  and  proudest 
days  of  my  life  was  February  22  at 
Rideau  Hall  when  I witnessed  the 
induction  of  my  father,  Leon  Katz, 
as  an  officer  of  the  Order  of  Cana- 
da. Also  present  to  witness  that  sin- 
gular event  was  my  mother,  Ruth 
Gottlieb  Katz,  my  father’s  steadfast 
partner  of  58  years. 

In  a very  real  sense.  Dads  life- 
saving contributions  to  all  Canadi- 
ans are  a testimony  to  the  driving 
spirit  of  Jewish  achievement, 
courage  and  resourcefulness  under 
duress.  From  his  Romanian  immi- 
grant parents,  Regina  Fang  and 
Harry  Katz,  he  derived  a sense  of 
commitment  to  those  in  compro- 
mised situations.  But  it  was  his  own 
single-minded  determination  that 
yielded  the  results  that  ultimately 
brought  him  to  the  Order  of  Canada. 

Dad  grew  up  in  extreme  poverty 
on  Montreal’s  Duluth  Street,  prior 
to  and  during  the  Great  Depression, 
where  he  suffered  virulent  anti- 
Semitism  resulting  in  several  scars 
on  his  face.  On  graduating  from 
high  school,  he  won  the  Silver 
Medal  for  the  province  of  Quebec. 

At  19,  riveted  by  the  unfolding 
developments  of  the  Second  World 
War,  Dad  volunteered  for  military 
service.  He  was  stationed  in  Eng- 
land. His  fluent  German  led  to  his 
being  seconded  to  the  British 
Army’s  branch  of  the  Control  Com- 
mission for  Germany  where  he  ana- 


lyzed and  decoded  documents  and 
interviewed  captured  Nazi  officials. 
After  the  war,  he  also  assisted  the 
Jewish  Brigade  in  transporting  tens 
of  thousands  of  Jewish  refugees 
onto  boats  destined  for  Palestine. 

During  the  war,  my  father  wit- 
nessed colossal  destruction  and 
untold  human  despair.  Returning  to 
Canada,  he  said  he  “felt  an  urgency 
to  rebuild  and  to  heal." 

So  he  enrolled  at  McGill  Univer- 
sity - which  then  restricted  Jewish 
enrolment  via  its  infamous  Jewish 
quota  system  - where  he  designed 
an  unusual  program  pairing  electri- 


cal engineering  with  physiology. 

After  graduating  from  McGill  in 
1950,  Dad  became  a Canadian  pio- 
neer in  the  development  and  growth 
of  biomedical  technology  and  engi- 
neering in  the  international  medical 
world. 

A historical  convergence  of  cir- 
cumstances helped  shape  my 
fathers  career.  At  the  end  of  the 
Second  World  War,  new  technolo- 
gies became  available  for  civilian 
use.  Transistors  and  other  solid- 
state  devices  burst  on  the  industrial 
world  totally  replacing  archaic  vac- 
uum tubes  while  radioactive  iso- 


topes for  medical  purposes  became 
available  from  nuclear  reactors. 

“I  became  the  first  user  of 
radioactive  iodine  isotope,  1-131, 
from  the  Chalk  River  reactor,  for 
cancer  detection  in  the  thyroid,”  he 
recalled. 

Another  of  my  father's  impres- 
sive accomplishments  was  the 
lucatome  he  developed  so  that 
groundbreaking  surgeon  Wilder  Pen- 
field  could  excise  epileptic  folds. 

He  also  developed  a cardio-pul- 
monary  bypass  pump. 

“My  challenge,”  he  said,  “was 
how  to  pump  whole  blood  without 
crushing  the  red  blood  cells.” 

Ultimately,  the  ingenuity  bom 
out  of  his  early  poverty  saw  him 
link  two  strawberry  jam  pumps  to 
other  salvaged  materials. 

“Imagine,”  he  said,  “not  only  did 
I produce  the  pump,  but  I also  served 
as  the  perfusionist  in  hundreds  of 
surgeries.  An  engineer  operating  in 
that  capacity  is  unheard  of  today.” 

Years  later,  at  Health  Canada, 
Dad  and  his  group  developed  feder- 
al legislation  in  respect  to  medical 
devices. 

"Our  finding  that  non-sterile 
evacuated  blood  container  tubes 
resulted  in  infected  backflow  into 
the  patient’s  arm  led  to  our  Canadi- 
an standards,  later  adopted  by 
Europe  and  the  U.S.  We  also  deter- 
mined, and  regulated  against,  the 
hazards  associated  with  misconnec- 
tions  of  lines,”  he  said. 


My  father  has  been  honoured  for 
his  achievements  on  a number  of 
occasions. 

In  2003,  he  was  inducted  into 
the  Order  of  the  Good  Bear  by  the 
Children’s  Hospital  of  Eastern 
Ontario  for  organizing  and  training’ 
the  coin  box  volunteer’s  commit- 
tee, through  which  Leon  and  Ruth 
Katz  and  their  group  have  raised 
close  to  $250,000  in  pennies,  nick- 
els and  dimes. 

In  2006,  he  received  the  Member 
Emeritus  Award  from  the  Canadian 
Medical  and  Biological  Engineer- 
ing Society  and  the  Living  Legend 
Award  at  the  Congress  of  the  World 
Society  of  Cardio-Thoracic  Sur- 
geons and  was  inducted  into  the 
Order  of  Ontario. 

As  he  stepped  forward  at  the 
Order  of  Canada  ceremony.  Dad 
told  Michaelle  Jean  that  “she  is  one 
of  Canada’s  greatest  ever  governors 
general.” 

Laughing  as  she  placed  the 
medal  around  his  neck,  Jean 
responded  by  telling  him  that  "your 
contributions  to  all  Canadians  make 
you  one  of  our  greatest  engineers.” 

Later  that  evening,  showing  us 
his  medal,  my  father  thoughtfully 
reflected:  "I  just  wanted  to  save 
lives  in  the  best  way  I knew  how. 
For  me,  this  award  actually  recog- 
nizes the  work  of  all  engineers  in 
every  facet  of  our  lives.  It  also  mir- 
rors the  many  achievements  of  our 
Canadian  Jewish  community.” 


Camp  Gan  Israel’s  summer  of  fun  for  kids  two  to  13 


Happy  Gan  Israel  campers  pose  for  the  camera. 


By  Cynthia  Nyman  Engel 
For  Camp  Gan  Israel 

Ask  a Camp  Gan  Israel  (CGI) 
parent  to  describe  the  camp  in  three 
words  and  you’ll  hear  something 
like  “warm,  welcoming,  nurturing.” 
Guaranteed. 

Parents  love  Gan  Israel  almost  as 
much  as  their  kids  do.  And  that’s  a 
whole  lot. 

“The  kids  are  always  happy  and 
busy,”  says  Debbie  Aarenau,  whose 
daughter  Sarina,  10,  and  son  Ariel, 
seven,  are  seasoned  Gan  Israel 
campers.  “The  spirit  is  tremendous, 
the  programming  is  excellent,  the 
Jewish  content  is  wonderful  and  the 
staff  is  superb.  Our  kids  are  thrilled 
with  the  camp,  and  Brian  and  I are 
too.” 

Chabad’s  Camp  Gan  Israel  is  a 
summer  day  camp  dedicated  to 
enriching  the  lives  of  children  from 
diverse  Jewish  backgrounds  and 
affiliations  through  a stimulating 
camping  experience.  CGI  of  Ot- 
tawa offers  a six-week  program  of 
sports,  games,  crafts,  dramatics  and 


other  enriching  camp  activities  for 
children  aged  two  to  1 3.  The  experi- 
enced staff  works  to  develop  skills, 
confidence  and  a sense  of  fair  play 
within  each  child. 

“Gan  Israel  is  much  more  than  a 
physical  break  from  the  school  rou- 
tine and  winter  activities,”  says 
Director  Devora  Caytak.  “It’s  a 
comprehensive  program  designed 
to  strengthen  the  body  and  soul.  It 
provides  a child  with  a rich  and 
wholesome  summer  vacation  of  fun 
and  excitement  along  with  friend- 
ship and  meaningful  educational 
experiences. 

“Our  campers  are  imbued  with  a 
deep  sense  of  pride  in  their  religious 
heritage.  Exciting  hands-on  activi- 
ties, stories,  games,  challah  baking, 
contests  and  Shabbat  parties  are  all 
part  of  the  unique  Gan  Israel  expe- 
rience. There  is  never  a dull 
moment.  Each  new  week  focuses  on 
a different  Judaic  theme  that  is 
brought  to  life  by  art  projects  and 
dress-up  days." 

In  addition  to  a stimulating 


sports  program,  weekly  Judaic 
themes  are  part  of  the  unique  Gan 
Israel  experience.  Combined  with 
group  discussions  and  educational 
programs,  these  events  bring  to  life 
the  beauty  and  values  of  the  Jewish 
tradition. 

“And,  parents  can  feel  secure  in 
the  knowledge  that,  at  every  age, 
their  children  are  in  a safe  and  car- 
ing environment,”  says  Caytak. 


Six-year-old  Sabrina  Silverstone 
loves  the  Shabbat  parties  and  looks 
forward  to  the  weekly  field  trip, 
which  might  include  a museum  or  a 
water  park. 

“The  campers  are  well  looked 
after.  The  counsellors  often  come 
from  large  families  and  they’re  used 
to  being  around  children,”  says  Sab- 
rina’s mom,  Norma  Hochberg  Sil- 
verstone. “They  embrace  the  chil- 


dren and  the  families  with  a nurtur- 
ing that  goes  above  and  beyond. 
And  the  energy  level  is  always  high. 
They’re  always  cheering  and 
singing  and  happy.” 

Brothers  Sam  and  Max  Beutel 
have  outgrown  CGI.  But  now  their 
two-year-old  sister  Ariella  is  wait- 
ing in  the  wings  to  go  to  Camp  Izzy, 
as  it  is  affectionately  known. 

“It’s  an  excellent  camp,  really 
nurturing  staff,  lots  of  spirit,  and 
lots  of  variety  in  the  programs. 
We’re  looking  forward  to  sending 
Ariella,”  says  Sarah  Beutel  Morgan. 

“The  kids  love  the  activities,  the 
sports,  the  field  trips,”  Debbie 
Aarenau  adds.  “And  they  love  the 
challah-baking  and  all  the  activities 
related  to  Jewish  values.  At  Gan 
Israel,  the  commandment  of  being 
kind  to  your  fellow  man  is  at  the 
forefront  of  everything  they  do.” 

Camp  Gan  Israel  is  offering  an 
early  bird  special  until  March  31. 
For  registration  or  more  informa- 
tion, call  Devora  Caytak  at  613- 
722-7712. 
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rAt  the* National  Library] 
jj39MWelllngton*St. 


^ REALTY 

CO0OMJION.  MCNfft 


Tuesday,  April  8,  2008  at  7:30pm 

Free  parking  available  at  the  Library  and  Supreme  Court  Parking  lots 
Tickets:  $36.00  - Students:  $18.00  - Limited  seating  available 

To  order  tickets,  to  participate  in  the  community-wide  Torah  study  project  or  to 
be  a sponsor,  please  call  798-9818  ext  247  or  email  jet@jccottawa  com 
For  more  information,  visit  www.JewishUnityLive.com 
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Mt|Ouesl  Speaker:  Yitta  HalberstamM 
Co-author  of  the  t)est<elllnqM 
Small  Miracles  series  and  former.writer  for 
^ Seventeen  Magazine ■ 
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-Featuring:  The  world-acclaimed 
■ Yerachmlel  Begun  & 

K the  Miami  Boys  Choir  - Uvel  _ 


The  Ottawa  Jewish  community  unites 
■[^'celebration  of  Jewish  learning^ 
■•completing  the’study.of  the  ^ 

•Kl  Ten  CommrudmemsMB 


& Barbara  Crook 
Sidney  Goldstein 
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Israeli  choreography  to  be  performed  April  8 at  NAC 


Scenes  from  dance  works  created  by  Ohad  Naharin  to  be  performed  April  8 at  the  NAC. 


Israel  at  60  cultural  celebrations 
in  Ottawa  continue  April  8 at  the 
National  Arts  Centre  when  Les 
Grands  Ballet  Canadiens  de  Mon- 
treal. one  of  Canada’s  leading  ballet 
companies,  will  perform  three 
works  by  celebrated  Israeli  choreo- 
grapher Ohad  Naharin. 

Ode  to  Ohad  will  include  Arbos, 
Kaamos  and  a new  work  being  pre- 
miered. 

These  works  paint  a fascinating 
and  colourful  portrait  of  Naharin, 
the  artistic  director  of  the  Batsheva 
Dance  Company.  The  works  are 
sensual  and  physically  superb  with 
a natural  musicality  and  sensitivity. 
They  are  alive  with  the  sweeping 
spirit,  joy  and  zest  of  bodies  in 
motion. 

Village  Voice  dance  critic  Debo- 
rah Jowitt  said,  “If  you  could  hold 
one  of  Ohad  Naharin  s dances  in 
your  hand,  it  would  feel  smooth. 
Think  of  a polished  stone.  It  looks 
like  a piece  of  secret  sculpture,  but 
hurl  it  and  it  becomes  a weapon.” 

Naharin,  a contemporary  dancer, 
choreographer  and  musician,  is  a 


pre-eminent  figure  in  modern 
dance.  Born  in  1952  on  Kibbutz 
Mazra,  he  studied  at  Julliard  and 
with  the  Martha  Graham  Company 
and  then  returned  to  Israel  to  direct 
the  Batsheva  Dance  Company, 
which  was  founded  in  1964  by 
Martha  Graham  and  Baroness  Bat- 


sheva de  Rothschild. 

In  addition  to  Les  Grands  Ballet 
Canadiens  de  Montreal,  Naharin’s 
dances  have  been  performed  by  the 
Lyon  Opera  Ballet,  Nederlands 
Dans  Theatre,  Frankfurt  Ballet, 
Hubbard  Street  Dance  Chicago, 
Rambert  Dance  Company  and 


Cedar  Lake  Dance  Ensemble. 

Les  Grands  Ballet  Canadiens  de 
Montreal,  founded  in  1957  by  Lud- 
milla Chiriaeff,  has  remained  loyal 
to  the  essence  of  classical  ballet 
while  continuing  to  explore  new 
territory  for  dance  lovers.  It  focuses 
on  creativity,  both  in  its  approach  to 


the  great  classics  and  through  new 
works.  Throughout  the  1970s  and 
‘80s  Les  Grands  Ballet  Canadiens 
de  Montreal  commissioned  mostly 
Canadian  works  but  expanded  its 
repertoire  in  the  ‘90s  to  include  tal- 
ented international  works  by  chore- 
ographers such  as  Naharin. 

Tickets  are  available  at  all  Tick- 
etmaster  locations,  on-line  at  ticket- 
master.ca  or  by  telephone  at  613- 
755-111  1.  They  are  also  available 
without  service  charge,  in  person 
only,  at  the  NAC  box  office. 

This  event  is  one  of  several  cul- 
tural events  being  held  in  Ottawa  in 
celebration  of  Israel  at  60. 

Others  include  a gala  dinner  and 
concert  by  the  Ottawa  Symphony 
Orchestra  at  the  NAC  on  May  20; 
Floralove  Katz  and  the  Ottawa 
Klezmer  Band  at  the  NAC  Fourth 
Stage  on  May  24;  and  Israeli  gui- 
tarist Yuval  Ron  and  his  band.  Resi- 
dents of  the  Future,  at  the  Ottawa 
Jazz  Festival  on  June  27. 

Read  more  about  these  upcom- 
ing events  in  future  editions  of  the 
Bulletin. 


Miami  Boys  Choir  to  perform  at  JUL  celebration 


The  Miami  Boys  Choir  will  sing  April  8 during  Jewish  Unity  Live  at  Library  and 
Archives  Canada. 


By  Jeff  Scharf, 

For  JET 

The  Miami  Boys  Choir 
(MBC)  is  coming  to  Ottawa 
as  part  of  the  Jewish  Unity 
Live  celebration.  The  April  8 
event  at  Library  and  Archives 
Canada  is  a celebration  of 
communal  Torah  study  and, 
particularly,  the  current  study 
project  of  the  Ten  Command- 
ments by  groups  and  individ- 
uals all  over  Ottawa. 


Founded  by  Yerachmiel 
Begun  in  1977,  the  choir  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  Jew- 
ish choral  groups.  They  have 
recorded  23  albums,  mostly 
of  songs  composed  by  Begun. 

Originally  from  Miami, 
Florida,  as  the  name  sug- 
gests, Begun  later  relocated 
MBC  to  New  York  City 
although  retaining  ‘Miami’ 
in  the  group's  name. 


comprises  boys  from  the  New 
York  area.  Begun  holds  audi- 
tions every  year-and-a-half 
and  the  boys  are  selected  on 
the  basis  of  multiple  factors 
including  musical  ability  and 
other  talents  such  as  dance. 

“Below  the  surface  of  the 
musical  excitement,  lies  the 
deeper  spiritual  connection 
that  we  have  with  the  music; 
and  the  boys  sing  with  that 
purity,  intensity  and  feeling. 
We  hope  to  connect  with  the 
audience  on  that  level,”  said 
Begun  of  what  will  be  their 
Ottawa  debut. 

“I  draw  my  inspiration 
from  my  Torah  learning  with- 
in a contemporary  world," 
said  Begun.  "From  there,  as  1 
teach  the  songs  to  the  boys, 
the  inspiration  builds  so 
when  they  sing  the  songs, 
they  take  on  a life  of  their 
own.  You  can  feel  that  heav- 


enly spirit.  It  never  ceases  to 
amaze  me.” 

Begun  is  excited  to  join 
Ottawa's  Jewish  Unity  Live. 
“We  are  very  honoured  to  be 
a part  of  this  great  event.” 


The  Jewish  Unity  Live 
evening  of  celebration  is  the 
culmination  of  a year  of 
Torah  study,  involving  Jews 
of  all  backgrounds  and  affili- 
ations. Thousands  of  Jews  in 
10  North  American  cities 
united  this  year  in  study.  The 
goal  of  Jewish  Unity  Live  is 
to  provide  an  opportunity  for 
all  Jews  to  come  together  and 
commemorate  learning  ac- 
complishments, unity  as  a 
people  and  a commitment  to 
our  future. 

In  addition  to  the  main 
Jewish  Unity  Live  event. 
MBC  will  also  perform  a 
special  concert  that  same 


afternoon  for  local  Jewish 
school  children.  The  event  at 
Library  and  Archives  Canada 
is  sponsored  by  Jewish  Edu- 
cation through  Torah  (JET)  is 
an  opportunity  for  the  chil- 
dren of  the  community  to 
hear  powerful  Jewish  songs 
performed  live. 

Guest  speaker  at  the  Jew- 
ish Unity  Live  celebration 
will  be  Yitta  Halberstam. 
author  of  the  Small  Miracles 
series.  JET  promises  an 
evening  for  the  Ottawa  Jew- 
ish community  to  celebrate 
with  more  than  10,000  others 
across  the  continent  marking 
Jewish  Unity  Live  2008. 


The  choir  now  primarily 


The  GISHUR  CENTER 
Rabbi  Ely  M.  Braun,  M.S. 

Psychotherapist,  Mediator,  Coach 


Churchill  Professional  Building 
725  Churchill  Avenue  N Suite  200 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K1Z  5G7 
embraun@gishurcenter.org  61 3-721  -1 262 

“ ...  Bridging  Heaven  and  Earth  ...”  Zohar 


SHORE-TANNER  & ASSOCIATES 

REAL  ESTATE  APPRAISERS  AND  CONSULTANTS 


148  COLONNADE  ROAD  S.,  SUITE  202,  OTTAWA,  ON  K2E  7R4  | 613-224-8484 
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In  support 
of  the  Bess  and  Moe 
Greenberg  Family 
Hillel  Lodge 
In  the  Joseph 
and  Inez  Zelikovitz 
LONG-TERM  CARE  FOUNDATION  Long  Term  Care  Centre 


Hillel  Lodge 


Card  Donations 

Card  donations  go  a long  way  to  improv- 
ing the  quality  of  life  for  our  residents.  Thank 
you  for  considering  their  needs  and  con- 
tributing to  their  well-being. 

On  behalf  of  the  residents  and  their  fami- 
lies, we  extend  sincere  appreciation  to  the  fol- 
lowing individuals  and  families  who  made  card 
donations  to  the  Hillel  Lodge  Long-Term  Care 
Foundation  between  February  21  and  March 
5,  2008  inclusive. 

HONOUR  FUNDS 

Unlike  a bequest  or  gift  of  life  insurance, 
which  are  realized  some  time  in  the  future,  a 
named  Honour  Fund  (i.e.,  endowment  fund) 
is  established  during  your  lifetime. 

By  making  a contribution  of  $1,000  or 
more,  you  can  create  a permanent  remem- 
brance for  a loved  one,  honour  a family  mem- 
ber, declare  what  the  Lodge  has  meant  to  you 
and/or  support  a cause  that  you  believe  in. 

A Hillel  Lodge  Honour  Fund  is  a perma- 
nent pool  of  capital  that  earns  interest  or 
income  each  year.  This  income  then  supports 
the  priorities  designated  by  you,  the  donor. 

Bill  and  Leona  Adler  Memorial  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Joan  Langsner  by  Marilyn  Adler 
Sloney  Steinberg  by  Marilyn  Adler 

Sonia  Rawicki  Agulnik 
Music  Therapy  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Sylvia  Schneiderman  by  Paula  and  Manny 
Agulnik:  and  Dorothy  and  David  Torontow 

Auxiliary  of  Hillel  Lodge  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Sylvia  Schneiderman  by  the  Auxiliary  of 
Hillel  Lodge 

Elsie  Baker  Endowment  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Malca  Lebell  Mazal  Tov  to  Gaga  Malca  on 
the  Bar  Mitzvah  of  your  grandson  Ben  Lebell,  in 
California  by  Polly  and  Jack  Moran 

Jack  and  Betty  Ballon  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Betty  Ballon  Thinking  of  you  on  your  special 
birthday  and  wishing  you  continued  good  health 


and  many  more  happy  years  ahead  by  Sally  and 
Morton  Taller 

Lipsky  Cracower  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Sylvia  Schneiderman  by  Naomi  and  Allan 
Cracower 

Evacucheck  by  Encore  Safety  Inc.  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Sylvia  Schneiderman  by  Lise  Lafrance  and 
Les  Howard 


Friedberg  and  Dale  Families  Fund 
In  commemoration  of: 

Sam  Dale,  a loving  father  and  grandfather 

by  Elaine  Friedberg,  Bob  and  Jonathan  Dale 
In  Memory  of: 

Marilyn  Samuels  by  Elaine  Friedberg  and 
Bob  Dale 

Malcolm  and  Vera  Glube  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Doris  Borer  by  Vera  and  Malcolm  Glube 
Nathan  Butler  by  Vera  and  Malcolm  Glube 

Nordau  and  Roslyn  Kanigsberg 
Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Sylvia  Schneiderman  by  Roz  and  Nordau 
Kanigsberg 
R'fuah  Shlema: 

Judy  Fish  by  Roz  and  Nordau  Kanigsberg 
Nicola  Hamer  by  Roz  and  Nordau 
Kanigsberg . 

Jacie  Levinson  by  Roz  and  Nordau 
Kanigsberg 

David,  Harvey,  Victor  Kardish 
Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Sylvia  Schneiderman  by  Gale,  Victor  and 
Sydney  Kardish 

Louis  Solomon  by  Gale,  Victor  and  Sydney 
Kardish 

Dorothy  and  Maurie  Karp  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Dorothy  and  Maurie  Karp  Congratulations 
and  best  wishes  on  your  50th  anniversary  by 
Deanna  Sadinsky  and  Arthur  Karp 

Morris  and  Lillian  Kimmel  Family  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Marty  Saslove  Mazal  Tov  and  best  wishes  on 


your  special  birthday  by  the  Kimmel.  Kaiman  and 
— Levine  families 

R'fuah  Shlema: 

Nicola  Hamer  by  the  Kimmel,  Kaiman  and 
Levine  families 

Pencer  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Hy  Stoller  by  Marcia  and  Irwin  Pencer 

Stephen  and  Debra  Schneiderman 
Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Sylvia  Schneiderman  by  Oris  Retallack  and 
Michael  Le  Blanc;  Kelly  and  Craig  Thompson: 
Heather  and  Mark  Evenchick;  Jerry  Pinsky;  Ruth 
Zeidel;  Karen  Naimer  and  Jeremy  Eichler;  Mona 
Golfman:  Evelyn  Greenberg;  Leah  and  Issie 
Scarowsky;  Karen,  Jeff,  Jonathan,  Robert  and 
Michael  Waxman;  Jackie  Lyons  and  Gary  Stein 
and  family;  and  Chava  and  Ingie  Respitz. 

Hy  Stoller  by  Bunnic  Cogaa; 1 
In  Honour  of: 

Greida  Beiles  With  thanks  for  all  you  did  and 
always  do  for  us  and  all  the  family.  You  are  won- 
derful by  Debra,  Stephen,  Stacey  and  Jordon 
Schneiderman 

Ellen  and  Gerry  Greenspoon  Mazal  Tov  on 
Rebecca's  engagement  and  best  wishes  for  happi- 
ness by  Debra,  Stephen,  Stacey  and  Jordon 
Schneiderman 

Sonia  and  Adam  Greenspoon  Mazal  Tov  on 
the  engagement  of  your  granddaughter  Rebecca. 
May  you  have  lots  of  nachas  and  joy  by  Debra. 
Stephen,  Stacey  and  Jordon  Schneiderman 

Estelle  and  Ian  Melzer  Mazal  Tov  and  best 
wishes  on  your  son’s  engagement  by  Debra  and 
Stephen  Schneiderman 

Koral  Zeidel  With  thanks  for  all  you  did  and 
always  do  for  us  and  the  family.  You  are  wonder- 
ful by  Debra,  Stephen,  Stacey  and  Jordon 
Schneiderman 


Sarah  and  Arnie  Swedler  Family  Fund 
In  Memory  of: 

Beloved  sister  of  Ana  Czajezncky  by  Sarah 
and  Arnie  Swedler 

In  Honour  of: 

Bill  Bloom  Best  wishes  for  a very  happy  and 
healthy  birthday  by  Sarah  and  Arnie  Swedler 
Linda  and  Ken  Mirsky  Mazal  Tov  on  the  Bar 
Mitzvah  of  your  grandson  by  Sarah  and  Arnie 
Swedler 

Archie  and  Lillian  Taller  Memorial  Fund 
In  Observance  of  the  Yahrzelt  qf: 

Lillian  Taller  by  Sally  and  Morton  Taller 
Archie  Taller  by  Sally  and  Morton  Taller 

Roslyn  and  Myles  Taller  Family 
Endowment  Fund 
In  Honour  of: 

Gladys  Greenberg  Wishing  you  all  the  best 
on  your  birthday  and  continued  good  health  to 


you  and  John  by  Roz  and  Myles  Taller 

Lionel  Robidoux  Thinking  of  you  and  wish- 
ing you  all  the  best  by  Roz  and  Myles  Taller 
Roz  and  Marvin  Segal  Mazal  Tov  on 
Jordana’s  engagement  and  wishing  you  lots  of 
happiness  and  joy.  It’s  nice  to  hear  good  news  by 
Roz  and  Myles  Taller 

Lana  and  Stephen  Tanner  Mazal  Tov  on  the 
birth  of  your  grandson,  Evan  Maurice.  Enjoy 
your  entire  family  by  Roz  and  Myles  Taller  and 
family 


IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Sam  Brozovskv  by  Lil  and  Norm  Levitin 
Fanny  Diamond  by  the  Kahane-Goldbergs: 
Ruth,  Harvey.  Ari  and  Hava;  Helen  Kahane;  and 
Patricia  van  Blokland 

Aron  Lander  by  Vema  Schwartz  and  Rolf 
Feldman 

Joan  Langsner  by  the  Residents,  Board  and 
Staff  of  Hillel  Lodge;  Helen  Rosenthal;  Bela  and 
Hans  Adler;  and  Patricia  van  Blolkand 

Harry  Shiff  by  the  Residents,  Board  and 
Staff  of  Hillel  Lodge 

Morris  Silbert  by  Hana  and  John  Kelly 
Louis  Solomon  by  Judy  and  Seymour 
Berger 

Sloney  Steinberg  by  the  Residents,  Board 
and  Staff  of  Hillel  Lodge;  Connie  and  Lou 
Kussner  and  Family;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Bernstein; 
Bill  Reiner;  Fanya  Tucker;  and  Hilda  Foreman 
Hy  Stoller  by  Lil  and  Norm  Levitin 
Vivian  Taller  by  Annette  Millstone;  Arlene 
and  Mel  Schecter;  and  Corinne,  Joel  and  Murray 
Schecter 

IN  HONOUR  OF: 

The  Bellman  family  Thinking  of  you  by  the 
Residents,  Board  and  Staff  of  Hillel  Lodge 
Murray  Citron  Wishing  you  Mazal  Tov  on 
your  80th  birthday  and  many  more  happy  and 
healthy  years  to  celebrate  by  the  Residents. 
Board  and  Staff  of  Hillel  Lodge 

Abe  Feinstein  In  appreciation  by  Ellen  and 
Marty  Cardash 

Dr.  Phillip  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Fyman  Thanks 
so  much  for  your  hospitality  by  Ruth  and  Dale 
Fyman 

Estelle  and  Sol  Gunner  Thank  you  for  all 
your  good  help  and  I hope  you  have  a good  year 
by  Helen  Rosenthal 

Estelle  and  Ian  Melzer  Mazal  Tov  on  the 
engagement  of  your  son  by  Ingrid  and  Gerry 
Levitz 

Deborah  Saginur  In  appreciation  by  Ellen 
and  Marty  Cardash 

Dr.  William  Steinman  Mazal  Tov  on  this 
very  special  birthday!  Hope  you  celebrate  many 
more  healthy  and  happy  ones  by  Carolyn  Weiss 

R’FUAH  SHLEMA: 

Phyllis  Rackow  by  Lil  and  Norm  Levitin 


THE  LODGE  EXPRESSES  ITS  SINCERE  APPRECIATION  FOR  YOUR  KIND  SUPPORT 
AND  APOLOGIZES  FOR  ANY  ERRORS  OR  OMISSIONS. 

DUE  TO  SPACE  LIMITATIONS,  THE  WORDING  APPEARING  IN  THE  BULLETIN 
IS  NOT  NECESSARILY  THE  WORDING  WHICH  APPEARED  ON  THE  CARD. 


riVINP.  IS  RECEIVING  - ATTRACTIVE  CARDS  AVAILABLE  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

be  given  .0  Debra  or  Rhonda  a.  613-728-3900,  extension  111,  9:30  am  to  3:30  pm  Monday  10 ^ ,hc  ir7 amount  of  donation,  name,  address  and  postal 




t 
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SOLOWAY  JCC 


Celebrating  our  first  10  years 


>4^ 


As  part  of  our  10th  Anniversary  Festivities  

we  are  pleased  to  present  Lectures,  Interviews,  Panels  3tll,rf>v 

and  Readings  broadcast  Live  via  Satellite 

LIVE  FROM  NEW  YORK’S  02nd  Street  T 


HAPOEL,  ATHLETIC,  CULTURAL  AND  EDUCATIONAL  CLUB  & THE  SOLOWAY  JCC  PRESENT 


QQQQQ 


OPENING  NIGHT 

FREE  FOR  MEMBERS 


A.J.  JACOBS:  THE  YEAR  OF  LIVING  BIBLICALLY 
Tuesday,  April  1 • 8:15  pm 

FREE  FOR  MEMBERS  • GET  YOUR  TICKETS  IN  ADVANCE 

NON-MEMBERS:  ADULTS  $20  /-SENIORS  & STUDENTS  $10 

Join  bestselling  author  A.J.  Jacobs  as  he  discusses  his  most  recent  book,  "The  Year  of  Living  Biblically", 
in  which  he  recounts  his  fascinating,  enlighte-ning  and  delightfully  strange  year  trying  to  follow  all  613 
commandments  in  the  Bible.  This  lecture  is  an  eye-opening  lesson  in  the  wisdom  of  rabbis,  religion  in 
America  today,  Bible  history  and  the  dangers  of  literal  interpretation. 

THOU  SHALT  NOT  MISS  IT! 

RECEPTION  FOLLOWING  THE  PRESENTATION 


PLEASE  JOIN  US  FOR  THESE 
GROUNDBREAKING  EVENTS  AS 
DISTANCE  DISAPPEARS  FOR 
THIS  CONTINENTAL  GATHERING 
OF  JEWISH  ADULTS 


NORMAN  LEAR 
Monday,  April  28  • 8:15  pm 


The  creator  and  producer  of  Emmy  Award-winning  television  series  "All  in  the  Family",  “Maude",  "Sanford  and 
Son"  and  "The  Jeffersons",  Norman  Lear  is  a pioneer  of  a genre  of  programming  that  addresses  pressing 
social  issues  with  unusual  candor.  He  is  the  founder  and  chairman  of  Act  III  Communications,  a multimedia 
holding  company  with  interests  in  the  recording,  motion  picture,  broadcasting,  publishing  and  licensing  indus- 
tries. In  1980,  Lear  formed  People  For  the  American  Way,  which  defends  constitutional  freedoms. 

SOLOWAY  JCC  MEMBERS:  $10 

NON-MEMBERS:ADULTS  $20  / SENIORS  & STUDENTS  $10 


Both  programs  will  take  place  at  the  Soloway  JCC  • 21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private. 

SATELLITE  PROGRAMS  WILL  COMMENCE  PROMPTLY  AT  ADVERTISED  TIMES,  PLEASE  ARRIVE  AT  LEAST  15  MINUTES  IN  ADVANCE. 

SPACE  IS  LIMITED  • GET  YOUR  TICKETS  IN  ADVANCE 


Renowned  Jewish  thinkers  and  newsmakers  will  headline  thought  - 
provoking  and  thrilling  discussions  of  issues  and  activities  that  capture  the 
attention  of  people  throughtout  the  world.  Share  their  thoughts  about  the 
sanctity  of  our  tradition,  the  Jewish  responsibility  of  Tikun  Olam,  "repairing 
the  world",  the  complexities  of  our  history,  and  the  challenges  and  joys  of 
leading  a Jewish  life.  You  will  have  the  privilege  to  participate  in  meaningful 
and  unique  evenings  which  provide  focused,  high  profile  and  exciting  adult 
Jewish  learning  opportunities. 


Via  live  simulcast,  the  Soioway  JCC  is  pleased  to  present 
these  multifaceted  and  interactive  programs  which  will  be 
presented  from  the  92nd  Street  Y in  New  York. 


For  more  information  please  contact  Gustavo  Rymberg  at 
613.798.9818  ext.271  or  grymberg@jccottawa.com 


k/?*>VOD 
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SUNDAY,  MARCH  30,  2008 

6:30  PM  • SOLOWAY  JCC  • AGES  19+ 

Space  is  limited!  Register  Early 
Early  Bird  Special  $125  ($150  after  March  14) 

Light  refreshments  will  be  served  • 
Grand  prize:  37"  Sharp  LCD  TV* 

THIS  YEAR'S  TOURNAMENT  WILL  BE  TEXAS  HOLD'EM 
AND  COMPLETELY  NO-LIMIT  FORMAT 


THE  7TH  ANNUAL  AN  EVENING  IN  LAS  VEGAS 


IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE 

SEND  A KID  TO  CAMP  PROGRAM 


POKER  TOURNAMENT 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT  SHARON  DIAMOND,  DIRECTOR  OF  REVENUE  DEVELOPMENT 
AT  613.798.9818  EXT.  225  OR  SDIAMOND@JCCOTTAWA.COM 


SOLOWAY  JCC  AND  HILLEL  ACADEMY 


cni  OWAY  ire 


Desert  Classic  2008 


THURSDAY 

JUNE  12 


LOCH  MARCH  GOLF 
AND  COUNTRY  CLUB 

1755  OLD  CARP  ROAD 


EVENT  CHAIRS 

JEFFREY  MillER  S. 
KEVIN  CANTOR 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION, 
PLEASE  CONTACT 

SHARON  DIAMOND 
613-798-9818  EXT  225 
SOiamONO^JCCOTTaWA  COM 


VERED  ISRAEL  CULTURAL  AND  EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAMS  f _ . . . 

a the  SOLOWAY  jcc  PRESENT  [ CeleBralinq  OUT  first  10  years 1 

MOVIE  AND  DISCUSSION  ^ 

The  Other  Battle  Front:  Israeli  Politics 


RABIN-PERES: 

EVERYTHING  IS  PERSONAL 

FOLLOWED  BY  DISCUSSION  WITH  MIRA  SUCHAROV 

ASSOCIATE  PROF.  OF  POLITICAL  SCIENCE,  CARLETON  UNIVERSITY 


40 


Hebrew  with  English  subtitles  • 64  minutes 


Thursday,  April  10 


MEMBERS  $S  / NON-MEMBERS  $7 

Tickets  available  at  the  Front  Oesk  ol  the  Soloway  JCC 


EARLY  BIRD  DEADLINE  MARCH  31 


7:30  pm  • Soloway  ICC 


For  more  Information  please  contact  Pennl  Namer  at  613.798.9818  e»t.  243  or  pnamer  iccottawa. 


Page  22  - Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - March  24,  2008 


— 

PASSOVER  CAMP 

APRIL  22-25 

Play  games,  sports  and  take  part  in  exciting  outings. 

Sign  up  for  one  day  or  all  four.  Each  day  includes  a Kosher 
for  Passover  lunch.  Please  send  fruit,  veggies  or  Kosher  for 
Passover  snacks. 

TUESDAY  Mezuzah  Madness 
WEDNESDAY  Museum  of  Civilization  Field  Trip 

THURSDAY  Upside  Down  Inside  Out  Backwards  Day  - Gymnastics/Circus  Tricks 
FRIDAY  Indoor  Mini  Putt 

Kindergarten  - Grade  6 • 8:30  am  - 4:00  pm 

$45  M/day  • $60  NM/day  • $40  M/day  (2nd  child)  • $55  NM/day  (2nd  child) 
Extra  care  is  available  Tuesday  - Thursday 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT  GAIL  LIEFF  AT  613-798-9818  EXT.  303  OR  GLIEFF@JCCOTTAWA.COM 


May  8,  2008  • 5:00  pm  • Civic  Centre 

• Food  Vendors  and  amazing  activities  for  all  ages 

• Spend  Shekels  on  Black  Jack  and  Poker  at  the 
Dizengoff  Cafe 

• Learn  amazing  tricks  from  Ottawa's  own  MiniCirque! 

• The  first  150  children  will  receive  a hockey  card 
signed  by  Ron  Soreanu  from  the  Israeli  National 
Hockey  Team 

FREE  ADMISSION  / EVENT  CHAIR:  PENNY  TORONTOW 


OTTAWA  CELEBRATES 

ISRAEL' S 60TH 
ANNIVERSARY 


JOIN  US  FOR  OUR  BIGGEST  CELEBRATION  EVER! 


For  more  information  please  contact  Sharon  Diamond  at  613-798-9818  ext  225 
or  sdiamondfajccottawa.com  • www.jccottawa.com 


1 


from  California  InJoy  Orchestra 


Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  - March  24,  2008  - Page  23 


c 


S°L0» 


SOLOWAY  JCC 


Celebrating  our  first  10  years 


As  part  of  our  10th  Anniversary  Festivities 

we  are  pleased  to  present 

DEANNA  LATSON,  M.A.,  C.C.N. 

RK  GREAT! 


Thursday,  May  15  • 7:30  pm 

Soloway  JCC  • 21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private  • www.jccottawa.com 
FREE  FOR  MEMBERS  • NON-MEMBERS  $20  / REFRESHMENTS  WILL  BE  SERVED 

This  is  the  ultimate  great  health/wellness  keynote.  It  has  no  "fad  diet"  information.  Deanna's  program 
is  as  hard-hitting,  nutritionally  sound,  research  based  discussion  about  food  and  how  it  affects  your 
body.  Deanna’s  advice  results  in  better  performance  in  the  workplace  and  life. 

In  her  award-winning  presentation,  Deanna  touches  audiences  with  her  powerful  personal  story  about 
her  own  road  to  great  health.  Deanna  is  committed  to  educating,  enlightening,  and  inspiring  those  who 
are  ready  to  live  with  optimum  health  and  vitality. 


DEANNA  LATSON  Is  an  Internationally  recognized  wellness 
educator,  a Clinically  Certitled  Nutritionist  and  a member  of  both 
the  Wellness  Council  of  America  and  the  Physicians  Committee 
for  Responsible  Medicine.  Deanna  holds  a Masters  Degree  from 
San  Francisco  State  University,  where  she  also  Instructed  for  five 
years,  and  is  working  toward  her  doctorate  In  Naturopathy. 


For  more  information  please  contact 
Gustavo  Rymberg  at  613.798.9818 
ext.  271  or  grymberg@jccottawa.com 


DEAR  FRIENDS  OF  THE  SOLOWAY  JCC 

In  September  2008  the  Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre  will  celebrate  its  10th  anniversary.  In  honour  of  this 
milestone  we  are  putting  together  a commemorative  book  celebrating  our  many  accomplishments  and  highlighting  the 
people,  like  you,  who  help  make  the  Soloway  JCC  such  a special  place. 

As  a valued  member  of  the  Soloway  JCC,  and  someone  who  has  been  with  us  since  we  opened  our  doors  on 
September  13, 1998,  we  would  like  to  honour  you  by  making  you  a part  of  this  book.  Please  share  your  thoughts 
and  stories  with  us,  and  let  us  know  how  the  Soloway  JCC  has  played  a role  in  your  life  over  the  past  10  years. 

Please  send  your  stories  and  quotes  to  celebrating10years@jccottawa.com  by  Friday  March  31,  or  drop  them  off  at 
the  Soloway  JCC  Member  & Guest  Services  Desk  on  your  next  visit. 

Thank  you  for  your  support  during  our  first  10  years. 

We  look  forward  to  being  a part  of  your  life  in  the  years  to  come. 
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VOLUNTEER 

CORNER 


Volunteer  Corner  is  courtesy  of  the  Jewish  Federation 

of  Ottawa.  All  beneficiary  agencies  are  invited 
to  list  their  volunteer  opportunities. 

Volunteer  Opportunities 

JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES 

A minute,  a call , a visit  ...  You  make  the  difference 

• Transportation  needed:  We  are  seeking  drivers  to 
transport  seniors  to  and  from  medical  appointments,  special 
events  and  social  opportunities.  If  you  are  available  to  assist 
in  transporting  seniors  to  and  from  their  homes,  your  help  is 
needed. 

• Kosher  Meals  on  Wheels:  Drivers  who  can  fill  on 
short  notice  are  needed.  We  drive  meals  on  Mondays, 
Wednesdays  and  Fridays.  Can  you  help  this  winter? 

• TeleShalom:  We  are  currently  seeking  volunteers  to 
place  daily  calls  to  seniors.  Something  you  can  do  from  the 
comfort  of  your  own  home  and  only  takes  a little  time.  If  you 
are  able  to  volunteer  in  this  way,  please  let  us  know. 

• Friendly  visiting:  Many  seniors  could  use  a friendly 
smile  and  chat  over  a cup  of  coffee.  Can  you  help  break  iso- 
lation for  a senior? 

• Making  connections:  Gutten  Tog  Program.  Many  of 
our  seniors  are  living  in  long-term  care  facilities.  They  would 
benefit  from  a visit  - once  a week,  every  other  week  or  once 
a month. 

• Miriam’s  Well:  The  monthly  fruits  and  vegetables  pro- 
gram needs  more  people  to  help  with  distribution. 

• Craft  club:  Can  you  help  a few  seniors  work  on  an  art 
project?  Let  us  know. 

• ESL  and  Homework  Club  volunteers  needed:  We  are 
seeking  volunteers  to  assist  new  Canadians  with  their  Eng- 
lish and  to  help  with  the  homework  club  at  the  Alta  Vista 
library.  If  you  are  interested,  please  let  us  know. 

• Home  assistance:  From  time  to  time,  we  get  requests 
from  a seniors  to  Find  someone  to  help  them  de-clutter  their 
homes.  We  are  looking  for  volunteers  to  assist  us  with  this.  If 
you  have  some  time  and  like  to  organize  things,  this  oppor- 
tunity could  be  for  you.. 

Deborah  is  waiting  to  hear  from  you 
at  613-722-2225,  ext.  327. 

THE  BESS  AND  MOE  GREENBERG 
FAMILY  HILLEL  LODGE 

Volunteers  needed  for ... 

• Cashiers  needed  to  help  in  the  cafe  at  lunch 
( 1 1 :45  am  to  1 :30  pm  Monday  to  Friday). 

• Student  Special:  Your  gain  is  our  gain.  Do  your  com- 
munity hours  helping  our  residents!  Daily  or  weekly,  at  a 
time  that  suits  you!  University’  Students  welcome  (please 
note:  children  under  the  age  of  14  require  adult  accompani- 
ment). 

• Culture  maven?  Accompany  our  residents  to  muse- 
ums. concerts  and  plays!  (Wednesday  and  Thursday 
afternoons). 

• Tuesday  Special:  Enjoy  our  special  events  every  week 
at  2:15  pm. 

• Shopping  experts?  Have  Fun ! Accompany  residents 
to  shopping  at  a mall  (Monday  mornings). 

• Special  mitzvah  anyone?  Bring  a resident  to  Shabbos 
services  (Saturdays  at  9:1 5 am)  and  enjoy  the  fantastic  Oneg 
with  friends.  Great  cholent! 

To  inquire  further,  please  call  613-728-3900  ext.  191 
or  email  judithw(a  hillel-ltc.com 

Students  welcome  (please  note: 

children  under  the  age  of  14  require  adult  accompaniment) 


The  Jewish  roots 
of  New  York 
punk  rock 

The  Heebie-Jeebies  at  CBGB's: 

A Secret  History  of  Jewish  Punk 

By  Steven  Lee  Beeber 
Chicago  Review  Press 
Hardcover,  2006 
Paperback,  2008 
259  pages 

“Punk  is  Jewish,”  claims  author  Steven  Lee  Beeber. 
He's  not  kidding.  Beeber  certainly  makes  a strong  case  for 
his  opening  statement  in  this  entertaining  and  well- 
researched  book  about  a musical  style  that  was  humorous 
and  ironic;  and  preoccupied  with  Nazism. 

Punk,  writes  Beeber,  was  started  by  a bunch  of  Jewish 
New  York  kids  and  encouraged  in  its  expression  at  a venue 
owned  by  a classically  trained  violinist.  Talk  about  oppo- 
sites attracting.  Punk  was  a music  scene  that  drew  outsiders 
who  lived  in  what  Beeber  calls  the  shtetls  of  New  York,  that 
mecca  for  Jews  escaping  Eastern  Europe.  Outsiders  like 
Lou  Reed,  Lenny  Kaye  of  the  Patti  Smith  Group,  Helen 
Wheels,  Joey  and  Tommy  Ramone,  Richard  Hell  and  Mal- 
colm McLaren,  to  name  a few. 

Why  would  Jews  be  drawn  to  this  intimidating,  hipster 
scene? 

Beeber  explains:  “Punk  reflects  the  whole  Jewish  histo- 
ry of  oppression  and  uncertainty,  flight  and  wandering, 
belonging  and  not  belonging,  always  being  divided,  being 
both  in  and  out,  good  and  bad,  part  and  apart.  The  shpilkes, 
the  nervous  energy,  of  punk  is  Jewish.”  Beeber  points  out 
that  the  punk  originators  in  New  York  were  a gentler  bunch 
than  their  more  hardcore  successors  in  England  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  States. 

While  Beeber  also  points  out  that  heavy  metal  had  its 
fair  share  of  Jews  - Geddy  Lee  of  Rush,  Scott  Ian  (Rosen- 
feld)  of  Anthrax,  Gene  Simmons  (Chaim  Witz)  and  Paul 
Stanley  (Stanley  Harvey  Eisen)  of  Kiss,  and  Jay  Jay  French 
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Book  Beat 

Kinneret  Globerman 

(John  Sega!)  of  Twisted  Sister,  perhaps  the  topic  for  his 
next  book  - he  presents  an  earnest  case  for  punk  as  being  a 
Jewish  rock  movement. 

The  book  is  an  interesting  mix  of  interviews  (Beeber 
interviewed  more  than  1 25  people  related,  somehow,  to  the 
punk  industry),  cultural  references  and  musical  context. 

With  a healthy  sense  of  humour,  he  takes  us  through  the 
world  of  punk,  analyzing  what  made  it  tick,  why  the  fasci- 
nation with  Nazi  imagery  (not  to  glorify  it,  he  says,  but  to 
show  that  the  Jews  were  the  victors  now,  a way  of  thumb- 
ing their  fingers  at  their  oppressors),  the  musicians  and  the 
managers. 

The  book  has  some  great  black  and  white  pictures  of 
scenesters  like  the  Ramones,  Richard  Hell,  Chris  Stein  and 
Debbie  Harry.  Danny  Fields  and  others. 

The  title  of  the  book  comes  from  Little  Richard's  song, 
“Heebie  Jeebies,”  and  from  the  name  of  the  recently  closed, 
iconic  Jewish-owned  club,  CBGB. 

Hillel  “Hilly”  Kristal,  who  trained  as  a concert  violinist, 
managed  the  Village  Vanguard,  a jazz  club  in  New  York’s 
Greenwich  Village,  before  deciding  to  open  his  own  club 
on  the  Lower  East  Side  in  1973.  He  had  intended  to  show- 
case country  (C),  bluegrass  (BG)  and  blues  (B),  popular 
genres  in  the  Village  at  the  time. 

Things  did  not  unfold  as  planned,  though,  and  because 
there  weren't  many  venues  in  the  city  where  punk  bands 
could  play,  Kristal  opened  the  doors  of  his  club  to  them. 
There  was  one  proviso  though:  the  bands  had  to  play  their 
own  original  music. 

And  so,  without  asking  them  to  audition,  Kristal  gave 
bands  like  the  Ramones.  Television,  the  Patti  Smith  Group 
and  Blondie  a venue  in  their  early  days.  CBGB  survived  at 
3 1 5 Bowery  for  33  years  before  closing  its  doors  as  a result 
of  a long  dispute  with  the  building's  landlord  - the  Bowery 
Resident's  Committee,  an  aid  group  for  the  homeless  in 
New  York  - over  unpaid  rent 


Used  book  sale  on  Walkathon  day 


The  Hillel  Acadejny  P^A  is  partner- 
ing with  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa 
and  Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre 
Walkathon  to  create  a community-wide 
fundraising  event  for  the  school. 

On  Sunday,  June  1 , before,  during  and 
after  the  Walkathon,  the  Hillel  Academy 
PTA  will  host  its  inaugural  Used  Book 
Sale  in  the  Hillel  Academy  gymnasium. 

Organizers  Marie  Levine  and  Iris 
Arnon  say  the  major  fundraising  event  is 
open  to  the  Jewish  community  and 
everyone  is  encouraged  to  donate  books 
in  advance  and  purchase  them  on 
Walkathon  day. 

Says  Levine,  “We  are  collecting 
books  from  all  categories:  mystery, 
romance,  general  fiction,  children’s  and 
teen  fiction,  and  non-Fiction  too.  Any- 
thing goes."  Organizers  promise  to  price 
to  sell.  "Even  if  you  only  bring  50  cents, 
you  should  be  able  to  walk  away  with  a 
book,”  says  Amon. 

Volume  and  selection  are  keys  to  the 
event’s  success.  So,  if  your  Passover/ 


spring  clutter-busting  in-cludes  getting 
rid  of  used  books,  then  the  Hillel  Acade- 
my PTA  wants  to  hear  from  you. 

Contact  Iris  Arnon  at  iris@ 
rooneyirving.ca  or  Marie  Levine  at  613- 
828-7701  or  levinemc@rogers.com.  Or 
watch  for  the  drop-off  box  in  the  front 


By  Estelle  Melzer 
Montreal  playwright  and  actress 
Gissa  Israel  presents  her  play,  Tread- 
mill. a comedy  about  survival  and 
hope  in  the  midst  of  adversity,  about 
letting  in  the  light  and  joy  of  living,  on 
Sunday,  April  6 at  1:30  pm  at  the 
Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre. 

Israel  began  her  career  as  a teacher 
and  later  became  a psychotherapist. 
She  has  also  been  involved  in  theatre 
from  an  early  age,  has  written  numer- 
ous plays  and  performed  at  the  Mon- 
treal Fringe  Festival  and  at  the  Eastern 
Townships  Tour  des  Arts.  Her  recent 


lobby  of  the  Soloway  JCC. 

Hillel  Academy  parents  will  get  a 
sneak  peek  and  head  start  on  May  30 
when  they  will  be  allowed  to  purchase 
books  during  regular  school  hours. 

The  book  sale  opens  to  the  communi- 
ty on  Walkathon  day.  Sunday,  June  1 . 


plays  include  Girl,  That’s  What  I Call 
Myself  These  Days  and  Ma.  Where  Are 
You? 

She  also  has  written  a Durga  series 
of  fictional  radio  dramas  and  has  been 
a storyteller  for  both  adults  and  chil- 
dren. Israel  is  currently  working  on  a 
new  play  called  Paradoxes  and  Con- 
trasts. 

The  play  is  a program  of  Active 
Jewish  Adults  50+  (AJA  50+).  Every- 
one is  welcome  to  attend  and  tickets 
($10)  are  available  from  Flo  Morgan  at 
613-224-8286.  Tickets  will  also  be 
available  at  the  door. 


AJA  50+  brings  comedy  play 
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Tamir  Goodman  returns  to  the  U.S. 


After  serving  in  the  army  and  playing  five  pro  seasons  in 
Israel,  Tamir  Goodman  has  decided  to  return  home.  The 
Maryland*  Nighthawks  of  the  recently  formed  10-team  Pre- 
mier Basketball  League  (PBL)  offered  Goodman  a chance  to 
return  to  play  in  front  of  family  and  friends.  It  was  an  offer 
he  could  not  refuse. 

Goodman  starred  at  Baltimore’s  Talmudical  Academy  and 
at  Takoma  Academy  before  earning  a full  scholarship  to  the 
University  of  Maryland.  Now  married  with  two  children, 
Goodman  averaged  20  points  a game  for  Maccabi  Shoham, 
a second  division  club,  and  battled  the  injury  bug  throughout 
his  stint  in  Israel. 

The  25-year-old,  a 6'  3 1/2”  point  guard,  will  not  compete 
on  Shabbat.  The  PBL  has  told  Goodman  that  none  of  the 
Nighthawks  home  games  will  conflict  with  the  Sabbath,  and 
it  will  make  appropriate  arrangements  for  road  games. 


AA  hockey  star  Samantha  Cogan 
skates  with  the  boys 

An  O-Zone  tap  on  the  shin  pads  to  Samantha  Cogan, 
daughter  of  Heather  and  Don  Cogan,  who  is  skating  for  the 
Boy's  Competitive  Major  Atom  AA  Ottawa  Sting.  Last  year, 
with  the  Golden  Knights.  Sam  scored  75  goals  in  70  games 
and  was  the  first  female  to  be  awarded  team  MVP  honours. 
The  5',  85  lb,  10-year-old  centre  shoots  left  and  wears  num- 
ber 17  for  the  Sting.  Cogan  hopes  to  make  an  Olympic 
appearance  for  Canada  one  day. 

Stouffville  stars 

Ethan  Werek  and  Daniel  Spivak  are  key  performers  for 
the  Tier  II  Junior  A Stouffville  Spirit.  Both  have  played  for 
the  Israeli  Nats  and  have  also  worn  Canadian  jerseys  in  sig- 
nificant hockey  tournaments  this  season. 

Werek  has  played  on  Israel’s  U 1 8 team.  He  was  a member 
of  Canada  East's  Silver  Medal  team  in  the  2007  World  Junior 
A Challenge  held  in  Nelson,  BC  and  was  on  Ontario's  Gold 
Medal  team  at  the  prestigious  World  U 1 7 Hockey  Challenge. 
Werek  was  one  of  only  two  players  selected  for  this  elite 
team  not  skating  in  the  OHL.  Although  drafted  by  the 
Kingston  Frontenacs,  he  plans  to  play  hockey  with  Boston 
College  in  2008-09. 

Daniel  Spivak  has  already  played  in  three  IIHF  World 


Championships  for  the  Israeli  National  Team.  He  skated  with 
the  Israeli  side  at  the  Spartak  Invitational  Tournament  in 
Moscow  in  2006  and  in  the  World  Jewish  Hockey  Tourna- 
ment in  July  2007.  Closer  to  home,  Daniel  won  a silver 
medal  with  Team  Canada  East  in  the  World  Junior  A Chal- 
lenge. The  Thornhill  native  is  currently  an  assistant  captain 
with  the  Spirit. 


Ron  Soreaunu 


Israel  at  the  World 
Hockey  Championships 

The  Senior  Nats,  coached  by  former  Habs  bench  boss 
Jean  Perron,  will  be  heading  to  Miercurea  Ciuc,  Romania  to 
compete  in  the  Division  II  Group  B World  Championships 
April  7-13.  Israel  will  face  opponents  from  Belgium.  Bul- 
garia, Ireland,  Romania  and  Serbia.  The  O-Zone  and  its  read- 
ers send  good  luck  wishes  to  Ottawa  resident  and  12-year 
veteran  Israel  Assistant  Captain  Ron  Soreanu. 

Israel’s  UI8  team  will  be  playing  against  teams  from 
Hungary,  Spain,  Great  Britain,  Estonia  and  Romania.  The 
tournament  will  take  place  from  March  23  to  29,  in  Tallin, 
Estonia.  Most  of  Israel’s  U18  players  were  billeted  with  Jew- 
ish families  in  Ottawa  when  the  team  visited  the  nation’s  cap- 
ital in  October. 


More  Jewish  OHLers 

When  London  traded  goalie  Steve  Mason  while  he  was 
busy  stopping  pucks  during  the  World  Junior  Champi- 
onships, the  Knights  filled  the  vacant  roster  spot  with  over- 
age junior  Jhase  Sniderman.  Sniderman,  who  played  previ- 
ously in  the  OHL  for  Jewish  GM  Sherrie  Bassin  in  Erie  and 
in  the  “Q"  under  New  York  Islander  coach  Ted  Nolan  in  the 
2005-06  Memorial  Cup  for  Moncton,  was  attending  Water- 
loo University  when  the  call  came  to  resume  his  OHL  career. 

Also  worth  mentioning  is  Jesse  Hebscher,  a tough 
defenceman  wearing  number  23  for  the  2007-08  Sudbury 
Wolves.  Hebsie  is  no  relation  to  the  broadcaster! 


Himelfarb  and  Pecker  chase  pucks 
in  Switzerland 

Two  Jewish  hockey  players  who  had  brief  stints  with  the 
Ottawa  Senators  organization  find  themselves  teammates  on 
the  Lausanne  Lions  in  the  Swiss  B League.  The  Lions  are 
owned  by  Jewish  businessman  Barry  Alter. 

Thornhill’s  Eric  Himelfarb  attended  the  Sens  training 
camp  in  Hull  four  years  ago,  and  came  close  to  gaining  a 
birth  on  their  AHL  team.  After  a great  pro  debut  with  the  Red 
Wing’s  AHL  affiliate  in  Grand  Rapids,  Himelfarb  was  hit 
hard  by  the  injury  bug.  He  signed  with  Lausanne  for  the 
2007-08  season  and,  in  spite  of  a testy  ankle,  finished  12th  in 


league  scoring  with  24  goals  and  45  assists. 

Montreal’s  Corey  Pecker  was  the  youngest  member  of  the 
gold  medal  winning  1997  Canadian  hockey  team  at  the  Mac- 
cabiah  Games  and  made  a Memorial  Cup  All  Star  appear- 
ance with  the  Erie  Otters  in  2001-02.  After  signing  with  Ana- 
heim and  spending  a few  seasons  with  the  Cincinnati  Ducks, 
Pecker  ended  up  in  Phoenix  where  he  was  an  ECHL  All  Star, 
before  returning  to  the  AHL’s  Binghamton  Senators.  While 
with  Binghamton,  Pecker  attended  the  Ottawa  Senators  train- 
ing camp  in  2006  and  played  in  several  exhibition  games  at 
Scotia  Bank  Place.  Pecker  had  a huge  season  with  Lausanne, 
scoring  41  goals  and  counting  45  assists  for  second  place  in 
the  league  scoring  race. 

Both  players  have  enjoyed  their  stay  in  Europe  and  plan 
on  returning  next  year,  but.  in  all  likelihood,  will  play  in  the 
Swiss  “A"  Division  or  the  DEL  in  Germany. 

Maislin  steps  down 

Alan  Maislin,  the  driving  force  behind  Israel’s  hockey 
success,  has  stepped  down  from  his  position  as  chairman  of 
the  Israel  Ice  Hockey  Federation.  Maislin  s successor.  Toron- 
to’s Syd  Greenberg,  did  a terrific  job  organizing  the  World 
Jewish  Hockey  Tournament  held  iivMetulla  last  summer.  A 
Yasher  Koach  to  Alan  for  all  the  great  work  he  did  on  behalf 
of  Israel’s  National  hockey  teams. 

Trevor  Smith  - 
AHL  rookie 
of  the  month 

The  American  Hockey 
League  announced  that  Bridge- 
port Sound  Tigers  centre 
Trevor  Smith  was  named  the 
Rbk  Edge/AHL  rookie  of  the 
month  for  February.  Smith  tal- 
lied eight  goals  and  seven 
assists  for  15  points  in  13 
games  for  the  Sound  Tigers  last 
month.  Trevor  is  the  son  of  Harvey  Smith,  who  called  Ottawa 
home  a number  of  years  ago  before  moving  to  Vancouver. 
Smith  signed  as  a free  agent  with  the  New  York  Islanders 
after  two  seasons  at  the  University  of  New  Hampshire,  where 
he  was  an  NCAA  East  Second  Team  All-American  last  year. 

Snowboarding/skiing 

SJCC  Athletic  Director  Jon  Braun  reports  another  suc- 
cessful Sunday  JCC  Skiing  and  Snowboarding  Club  at  Edel- 
weiss Valley.  This  dynamic  and  popular  winter  activity  has 
been  serving  our  community  for  more  than  20  years.  The 
conditions  were  amazing  this  season  with  eight  Sundays  of 
beautiful  weather.  JB  looks  forward  to  seeing  everybody 
back  on  the  hill  next  winter. 

SJCC  hoops 

The  SJCC  Men’s  Basketball  League  is  approaching  the 
playoffs.  It’s  been  a very  competitive  year.  With  12  wins, 
Captain  Dave  Feldberg’s  Team  White  has  a slim  lead  over 
Black  for  top  spot.  Parity  is  what  the  JMBL  is  all  about  as 
four  teams  remained  tied  for  third  place.  Stay  tuned.  Any- 
thing can  happen  in  the  playoffs! 

Mazal  Tov  Lianne! 

Congratulations  to  elite  gymnast  and  current  A Channel 
sports  anchor  and  reporter  Lianne  Lang  and  her  husband 
Tony  Harris  on  the  birth  of  Jamie,  their  second  child.  Lianne 
represented  Canada  at  the  Maccabiah  Games  in  Israel  and 
attended  the  University  of  Massachusetts  Amherst  on  an  ath- 
letic scholarship. 

Lang  has  been  active  supporting  the  Snow  Suit  Fund,  Hock- 
ey Stars  for  Hope,  the  Pink  Army  against  Breast  Cancer,  the 
annual  SJCC  Celebrity  Sports  Dinner  and  other  local  charities. 
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Original  sin:  the  devil  made  them  do  it 


You’ve  got  to  feel  sorry  for  the  devil  or,  as  we  call  him, 
Satan.  This  is  a guy  who  is  a devoted  public  servant  doing 
what  is  basically  a thankless  task. 

His  job,  from  the  beginning,  has  been  to  act  as  the  heav- 
enly prosecutor  of  human  beings  accused  of  transgressions. 
Now  this  is  a necessary  function.  He’s  not  really  a bad  per- 
son. Well,  OK,  he’s  not  really  a person  at  all.  Think  of  Sam 
Waterston,  the  district  attorney  on  Law  and  Order,  as  an 
analogy.  He's  a hard-working  stiff,  working  for  the  public 
good.  Sometimes,  he  even  shows  a sardonic  sense  of 
humour. 

But  imagine  his  situation  just  after  the  creation  of 
humanity.  Here  he  is,  a prosecutor,  trying  to  carry  out  his 
mandate  of  proving  that  the  first  humans  are  guilty  of  some- 
thing when,  in  fact,  they  could  never  be  guilty  of  anything. 

You  see,  when  God  created  human  beings,  he  gave  them 
the  gift  of  innocence  and  purity  and,  simultaneously,  free- 
dom of  choice.  But  this  was  a catch-22  for  the  prosecutor. 
No  matter  what  they  chose  to  do,  they  were  completely 
unaware  that  their  actions  had  any  moral  implications.  Since 
they  had  no  clue  about  right  or  wrong,  they  were  incapable 
of  forming  what  we  call,  in  common  law,  “guilty  intent.” 

What  a hopeless  situation  for  the  lead  prosecutor!  No 
matter  how  often  Adam  and  Eve  transgressed,  they  would 
get  off,  because,  by  definition,  they  were  innocent. 

Satan  was  getting  really  depressed.  He  was  starting  to  feel 
his  job  would  not  really  lead  to  any  results.  As  he  had  the  job 


Humour  me, 
please 


Rubin  Friedman 


for  eternity,  this  did  not  seem  like  a pleasant  prospect. 

Then  an  idea  started  to  form.  And,  as  the  idea  was  actu- 
ally God’s,  Satan  felt  very  comfortable  in  suggesting  it.  Why 
not  give  the  humans  a test?  They  could  eat  of  every  fruit, 
except  not  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and 
evil.  It  would  then  be  his  job  to  tempt  them  and  prosecute 
them  if  they  transgressed. 

Of  course,  this  test  had  a hidden  agenda.  By  ensuring  a 
fruit  was  involved,  Satan’s  job  would  no  longer  be  fruitless, 
but  rather,  fruitful. 

In  addition,  once  Adam  and  Eve  ate  of  the  fruit  of  that 
tree,  they  would  then  possess  the  potential  to  be  guilty  of 
something  because  they  would  then  know  the  difference 
between  right  and  wrong.  If  they  did  not  eat  of  it,  they  would 
be  innocent  forever  and  Satan  would  have  to  take  up  some 
time-consuming  hobby  like  folk  dancing  or  knitting.  The 
stakes  for  the  Satan  were  very  high. 


So  Satan  concocted  an  intricate  scheme  where  he  would 
take  the  form  of  a snake.  This  was  no  easy  task  as  the  snake 
had  no  hands,  so  his  efforts  at  seduction  could  be  neither 
dexterous  nor  sinister. 

Satan  had  to  be  a good  court  lawyer  and  his  powers  of 
persuasion  had  to  be  great  to  qualify  for  the  job  of  prosecu- 
tor. He  put  all  of  his  rhetorical  tricks  into  this  one  Supreme 
effort. 

The  upshot  of  this  drama  was  that  Adam  and  Eve 
acquired  the  capacity  of  guilt,  which  they  had  not  had  before 
they  had  eaten  the  fruit.  But,  they  were  not  guilty  of  any- 
thing other  than  eating  the  fruit.  Remember,  they  did  not 
know  it  was  wrong  before  they  ate  it. 

Their  common  crime  was  blaming  someone  else  for  their 
actions.  With  their  new  consciousness,  both  Adam  and  Eve 
started  to  feel  guilty  for  disobeying  a law  and,  instead  of 
telling  the  truth,  they  each  tried  to  mitigate  their  responsi- 
bility by  blaming  someone  else. 

“The  woman  made  me  do  it,”  said  Adam. 

“The  snake  made  me  do  it,”  said  Eve. 

Perhaps  even  God  realized  that,  without  moral  knowl- 
edge, human  beings  could  never  be  held  accountable  for 
their  actions.  He  even  came  to  appreciate  Satan’s  contribu- 
tion and  gave  him  a raise. 

And  what  is  the  moral  of  this  story?  It  shows  what  a 
devoted  and  persuasive  public  servant  can  accomplish  even 
when  the  government  has  given  him  an  impossible  mandate. 


The  lessons  of  Purim  for  adults 


Megillot  Esther  is  unusual  in  the  Hebrew  Bible.  It  is  a 
short  novella,  an  Oriental  romance  in  the  genre  of 
Scheherezade.  The  undoing  of  the  villain,  Haman,  who  seeks 
to  annihilate  the  Jews,  occurs  through  a string  of  coinci- 
dences. Considering  the  Book  of  Esther  solely  as  narrative,  it 
seems  to  be  tailor-made  for  a Hollywood  film  fantasy. 

But  to  read  the  story  only  for  its  narrative  is  a mistake.  The 
Purim  story  is  much  deeper  than  it  appears  to  be.  Three 
aspects  of  the  surface  story  require  a more  focused  reading. 

First,  is  the  absence  of  God  more  apparent  than  real?  Sec- 
ond, is  its  only  practical  lesson  that  Jew-haters,  like  Haman, 
can  and  will  rise  to  power  even  when  Jews  are  enjoying  good 


Condo  - Private  Sale 


Rare  opportunity  to  own  a condominium  apartment  on  the  sold- 


relations  with  their  neighbors?  Finally,  should  we  be  horrified 
by  the  take  no  prisoners  conclusion,  when  the  Persian  Jews, 
by  warrant  of  King  Achashverosh.,  massacre  their  enemies? 

To  understand  the  apparent  absence  of  God  in  the  story 
you  have  to  read  it  in  the  light  of  clues  offered  by  literary  his- 
tory and  rabbinic  tradition. 

Esther  is  in  the  same  literary  tradition  as  the  books  of 
Jonah  and  Job,  which  were  also  written  after  the  experience 
of  Persian  dominance.  In  the  other  two  books,  God  does 
appear.  God  tells  both  Jonah  and  Job  that  their  reasoning  can- 
not fathom  the  why  and  how  of  God’s  actions  or  behaviour. 
Job  ends  by  his  accepting  that  his  efforts  to  understand  what 
is  happening  to  him  are  futile,  and  that  he  will  no  longer 
engage  in  speculation.  Esther  should  be  read  in  a similar 
light. 

The  rabbis  complement  this  in  their  interpretation  of 
Haman. 

Haman,  fully  described,  is  Haman  the  Agagite,  a descen- 
dent  of  Agag,  king  of  the  Amalekites,  the  archetypal  enemy 
who  seeks  the  complete  destruction  of  the  Jews. 

Haman  casts  lots  (purim)  to  determine,  by  pure  chance, 
the  most  auspicious  date  for  carrying  out  his  intended  geno- 
cide. This  action  points  to  the  ideology  of  the  Amalekites:  that 
they  did  not  believe  in  God  or  any  system  of  universal  order, 
but  act  as  if  everything  happens  by  random  chance  with  no 
restraints  on  human  ambition  or  malice.  It  is  fitting  that  the 
story  of  their  undoing  teaches  that  even  chance  events  show 
God’s  order  and  justice. 

In  discussing  Jewish  experience  in  the  diaspora,  going 
back  to  the  Babylonian  exile,  Ruth  Wisse,  in  Jews  and  Power, 
certainly  accepts  the  idea  of  a succession  of  Hamans  who 
oppress  the  Jews  and  plot  their  annihilation.  But,  essentially, 
she  sees  the  Mordecai-Esther  story  as  a practical  lesson  for 
Jews  who  survive,  without  direct  power,  by  “participating  in 
...  the  authority  of  an  alien  government  in  ensuring  their  own 
vital  interest,  and  in  this  case,  their  lives.”  Wisse  sees  Mcrde- 
cai  as  teaching  a key  lesson  that  “because  Jewish  interests  are 
subject  to  unforeseeable  threats  . . . Mordecai  must  protect  the 
government  that  protects  him.” 

My  third  example  comes  from  the  conclusion  of  David 


out  North  West  side  of  Riverside  Gate  Phase  2 condominiums. 
Country  feel  in  an  urban  setting  with  unobstructed  PANORAM- 
IC views  of  the  Rideau  River,  the  NCC  woods  and  downtown 
Ottawa.  Ideal  for  those  ready  for  a lifestyle  change  In  an  adult 
oriented  gated  community  with  24-hour  gate  security  and  day 
and  evening  concierge  service. 

Elegant,  sophisticated  living  at  treetop  level  on  the  seventh 
floor  in  a BUNGALOW-SIZED  CONDOMINIUM  apartment 
at  2,169  square  feet.  Two  bedrooms,  each  with  their  own  marble 
ensuites;  bright  sun-filled  entertainment-size  living  room/din- 
ing room;  charming  family  room/den  opening  to  a secluded  pri- 
vate balcony;  large  gourmet  kitchen  with  a sitting/dining  nook 
and  stainless  steel  appliances;  full  laundry  room.  Luxury  plus 
with  hardwood  and  granite  floors,  berber  carpet,  granite  kitchen 
counters,  marble  bathroom  counters  and  floors,  2 underground 
parking  spaces  and  two  separate  storage  lockers. 

First  class  equipment  fitted  exercise  room,  swimming  pool 
and  sauna,  tennis  courts  and  hobby  room.  Priced  to  sell  below 
replacement  cost  with  $25,000  of  extras,  including  additional 
custom  cabinetry,  upgraded  microwave/convection  oven,  built- 
in  working  desk,  humidifier,  marble  shower  in  the  second  bed- 
room ensuite  and  Hunter  Douglas  blinds.  Includes  seven  appli- 
ances, window  coverings,  chandelier  and  wall  TV  in  the  second 
bedroom.  Value  priced  at  $739,900. 

See  WWW.grapevine.on.ca  #17050  for  details  and  photos. 
For  a private  showing,  telephone  613-249-9717. 


Global  Shtetl 

The  Jewish  Internet 


Saul  Silverman 


Plotz’s  reading  of  the  Book  of  Esther  in  Slate’s  series  of 
essays  on  the  books  of  the  Hebrew  Bible. 

Plotz  is  shocked  by  the  massacres  of  the  enemies  of  the 
Jews.  He  says  that  his  childhood  memories  of  what  he  heard 
on  Purim  didn’t  say  anything  about  this.  That  is,  indeed,  the 
problem  with  the  simplistic  reading:  Purim  is  seen  as  a holi- 
day for  children  and  which  needs  to  be  interpreted  to  suit  con- 
temporary political  correctness.  Without  saying  so,  Plotz, 
writing  in  today’s  America,  reads  back  into  the  story  the 
notion  of  proportionality.  He  doesn’t  conceive  of  the  possi- 
bility that  Haman's  storm  troopers  had  openly  prepared  for 
the  intended  genocide,  had  declared  themselves  as  enemies  of 
the  Jews,  and,  in  fact,  were  legitimate  targets  of  unrestricted 
Jewish  defense. 

As  the  text  states,  “the  Jews  mustered  in  their  cities  to 
attack  those  who  sought  their  hurt.”  Whether  those  declared 
enemies  actively  attacked  at  that  moment,  or  were  laying  low 
after  their  leader  had  been  executed,  was  entirely  irrelevant  to 
the  right  and  duty  of  self-defence  under  the  circumstances  of 
apprehended  genocide  for  which  sufficient  evidence  existed. 


Websites 

Megillot  Esther  (with  links  to  Rashi’s  commentaries): 
tinyurl.  com/2jvqa  v 

One  Night  with  the  King  (Hollywood  film): 
tinyurl.  com/y5fbq  6 

Haman  (Jewish  Encyclopedia): 
tinyurl.  com/2  unvcl 

A Tale  of  Two  Megillot:  tinyurl.com/336g61 

Scott  Medintz  interview  with  Ruth  Wisse: 
tinyurl.  com/3  4s6jr 

David  Plotz’s  Slate  essay  on  the  Book  of  Esther: 
tinyurl.  com/3  db4  7h 
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FOUWPATIOH  DONATIONS 


A gift  forever 


Ottawa  | e wish 

Community 

Foundation 


To  make*  a donation  and/or  send  a tribute  card, 
call  Bev  Glube  (613-798-4696  ext.  274) 
e-mail:  bglube@jewishottawa.com  • website:  www.OJCF.ca 


Join  us  in  building  our  community 
by  supporting  these  local  agencies 


HILLEL  ACADEMY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Nicola  Hamer  by  Liz  and  Jeff  Kofsky;  and  by  Butch 
Zinman. 

HILLEL  LODGE  LEGACY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Fanny  Diamond  by  Mottie  and  Claire  Feldman. 

OTTAWA  POST  JEWISH  WAR  VETERANS  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Mrs.  Zuckerbrod  by  the  Fiszman  family. 

R'fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Irit  Beck  by  Viviana  Fiszman  and  family. 

SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
EARLY  CHILDHOOD  EDUCATION  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Leslie  Herman  by  Jenny  Shinder. 

Burt  Segal  by  Jenny,  Jason,  Jonah,  Emily  and 
Jordan  Shinder. 

In  appreciation  to: 

Rob  Coplan  by  The  Ganon  Staff. 

SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY 
SUMMER  CAMP  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Hy  Stoller  by  Shira  Ottawa;  and  by  the  Israella 
Singers. 


SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

In  memory  of: 

Leon  Blevis  by  Mottie  and  Claire  Feldman. 
Congratulations  to: 

Mitch  Miller  on  being  the  recipient  of  the  Ben  Karp 
Soloway  JCC  Volunteer  Service  Award  by  Randi,  Ian, 
Matthew,  Jonathan  and  Adam  Sherman. 

Tara  Wakter  on  being  the  recipient  of  the  SJCC 
Grossman-Klein  Teen  Leadership  Award  by  Randi,  Ian, 
Matthew,  Jonathan  and  Adam  Sherman. 

AKIVA  EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
SHIRLEY  AND  SHIER  BERMAN  FUND 
FOR  OTTAWA  JEWISH  ARCHIVES 
GREENBERG  FAMILIES  LIBRARY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
MENDEL  AND  VALERIE  GOOD 
HOLOCAUST  CONTINUING  EDUCATION  FUND 
HY  HOCHBERG  MEMORIAL  LECTURE  FUND 
JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CEMETERY 
HOLOCAUST  MEMORIAL  FUND 
JEWISH  FAMILY  SERVICES 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 

JEWISH  STUDENTS  ASSOCIATION  - HILLEL 
JEWISH  YOUTH  LIBRARY  OF  OTTAWA 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
DAVID  "THE  BEAR"  KARDASH 
CAMP  B'NAI  BRITH  MEMORIAL  FUND 
ADINA  BEN  PORAT  MACHON  SARAH 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
OTTAWA  JEWISH  CEMETERIES  ZICHARON  FUND 
OTTAWA  JEWISH  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  FUND 
OTTAWA  MODERN  JEWISH  SCHOOL  FUND 
DORIS  BRONSTEIN  TALMUD  TORAH 
AFTERNOON  SCHOOL  FUND 
OTTAWA  TORAH  INSTITUTE 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
MARTIN  GLATT  PARLIAMENT  LODGE 
B'NAI  BRITH  PAST  PRESIDENTS'  FUND 
RAMBAM  MAIMONIDES 
JEWISH  CONTINUITY  FUND 
GABY  SASSOON  FOR  VICTIMS  OF  TERROR 
IN  ISRAEL  MEMORIAL  FUND 
JEWISH  MEN’S  SOFTBALL  LEAGUE  FUND 
SARA  AND  ZEEV  VERED  ISRAEL 
CULTURAL  PROGRAM  FUND 
SOLOWAY  JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
YOUTH  SERVICES  FUND 
TORAH  ACADEMY  OF  OTTAWA 
TORAH  EDUCATION  FUND 
YITZHAK  RABIN  HIGH  SCHOOL  FUND 
IN  MEMORY  OF  EVA  WINTHROP 


The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Com- 
munity Foundation  acknowledges  with  thanks  contri- 
butions to  the  following  funds  as  of  March  4, 2008. 

ROSE  AND  LOUIS  ACHBAR  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Leon  Blevis  by  Zelda  Freedman. 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Zelda  Freedman. 

AJA  50+  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
R'fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Nicola  Hamer  by  the  Executive  and  Board  of  AJA  50+. 
In  memory  of: 

Leon  Blevis  by  the  Executive  and  Board  of  AJA  50+; 
and  by  Sol  and  Estelle  Gunner. 

MARY  AND  ISRAEL  (AL)  ALUCE  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Barbara  Slipacoff  on  her  special  birthday  by  Beverly 
and  Irving  Swedko. 

APP0T1VE  FAMILY  ENDOWM^NIfUND 
In  memory  of: 

Louis  Solomon  by  Edith  and  David  Appotive;  by 
Sharon  Appotive;  by  Jeffrey  Appotive;  by  Gloria  and  Dan 
Zwicker  and  family;  and  by  Steve  and  Sue  Rothman  and 
family. 

ANNE  AND  LOUIS  ARRON  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Good  health  to: 

Jacie  Levinson  by  Daphne  and  Stanley  Arron. 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Daphne  and  Stanley  Arron  and 
Jen  and  Shawn. 

ABRAHAM  AND  RACHEL  BAROOK 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Cynthia  and  Max  Weinstein. 

MYRNA  AND  NORMAN  BARWIN  FOUNDATION 
OF  THE  PINCHAS  ZUKERMAN 
MUSICAL  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Leon  Blevis  by  Myrna  and  Norm  Barwin. 

Khalil  Javanpour  by  Myrna  and  Norm  Barwin. 

IRVING  AND  ESTHER  BELLMAN  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  appreciation  to: 

Shelley  Crawford  by  Joyce  and  Seymour  Bellman. 
R’fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Nicola  Hamer  by  Marsha  and  Art  Saper. 

JAM1EBEREZIN  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Louis  Solomon  by  Frank  and  Susan  Danoff. 

CYNTHIA  AND  DAVID  BLUMENTHAL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Diane  Wexler  on  her  special  birthday  by  Cynthia  and 
David  Blumenthal. 

T1LUE  AND  HARRY  CHERM  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  loving  memory  of: 

My  father,  Harry  Cherm,  on  his  Yahrzeit  by  Donald 
Cherm. 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Joel  and  Gaye  Taller  on  the  engagement  of  their  son 
Adam  to  Juline  by  Mollie,  Jeff,  Julie,  Neil  and  Gary  Fine. 
Get  well  wishes  to: 

Sol  Kaiman  by  Mollie,  Jeff,  Julie,  Neil  and  Gary  Fine. 

SANDI  AND  EDDY  COOK  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
in  memory  of: 

Raymond  Berthel  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook  and  family. 
Jack  Lyons  by  Sandi  and  Eddy  Cook. 

SANDRA  CZARNY  FUND  FOR  CHILDREN  IN  NEED 
In  memory  of: 

Burt  Segal  by  Sandra  Czarny  and  Gary. 


NATHAN  AND  REBA  DIENER  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Ruth  and  Lenny  Skolnick  on  .the  birth  of  their  grand- 
son by  Reba  Diener. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Joe  Murray  on  his  80th  birthday  by  Reba  Diener. 

JEFFREY  AND  LOIS  EISEN  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Marilyn  Guttman  by  Jeff  and  Lois  Eisen  and  family. 
Melvyn  Alter  by  Jeff  and  Lois  Eisen  and  family. 
R'fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Nicola  Hamer  by  Jeff  and  Lois  Eisen  and  family. 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Sarah  and  Jack  Silverstein  on  the  birth  of  their  son, 
Lev  by  Jeff  and  Lois  Eisen  and  family. 

CYNTHIA  AND  ABE  ENGEL  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Leon  Blevis  by  Cynthia  Engel. 

SHMUEL  AND  MALCA  FEIG  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Malca  Feig  on  her  special  birthday  by  Lily  Feig. 
Anniversary  wishes  to: 

Malca  and  Shmuel  Feig  by  Lily  Feig. 

SAM  AND  SUSAN  FIRESTONE  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Sam  and  Susan  Firestone. 

FLORENCE  FAMILY  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Lena  Florence,  a dear  grandmother  by  A.L.,  Anne  and 
Leanne  Smith. 

FRAN  AND  SID  GERSHBERG  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Jewel  Bassior-Smith's  mother  by  Fran  and  Sid 
Gershberg. 

GILBOA/MAOZ  FAMILY  FUND 
Congratulations  to: 

Tal  Gilboa  on  a fine  speech  by  Mom  and  Dad. 

JACOB  GLADSTONE  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Faye  Brill,  a wonderful  lady  and  special  aunt  by  Susan 
Trainoff  and  Maury  Kleinman. 

STAN  ANO  LIBBY  GLUBE  FAMILY  FUND 
R'fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Deborah  Stocker  by  Arlene  and  Norman  Glube. 

, EVA,  DIANE  ANO  JACK  GOLDFIELD 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
R’fuah  Sh'elmah  to: 

Morley  Goldfield  by  Marilyn  and  Dan  Kimmel. 

ZELDA  AND  JOHN  GREENBERG 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Vivian  Taller  by  Margot  Greenberg. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Isadore  Rose  on  his  special  birthday  by  Margot 
Greenberg. 

LARRY  AND  SHEILA  HARTMAN  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Joan  Levine  by  Larry  and  Sheila  Hartman. 

RHEA  AND  JEFF  HOCHSTADTER  FAMILY  FUND 
R’fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Rhea,  Jeff,  Elana  and  Lome 
Hochstadter. 

COLIN  HUGHES  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Colin  Hughes  by  Leib  and  Bettina  Zeisler;  by  Solange 
and  Harvey  Smith;  and  by  Jackie  Snyder. 
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MELVIN  KOSTOVE  MEMORIAL  FUND 


JOSEPH  AND  EVELYN  LIEFF  ENDOWMENT  FUND 


DOROTHY  AND  HY  HYMES  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Sam  Kotzer  on  his  special  birthday  by  Dorothy  and  Hy 
Hymes. 

Eddie  Saslove  on  his  special  birthday  by  Dorothy  and 
Hy  Hymes. 

In  memory  of: 

Joney  Pairan-Pinke  by  Dorothy  and  Hy  Hymes. 
Sylvia  Schneiderman  by  Dorothy  and  Hy  Hymes. 
R’fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Dorothy  and  Hy  Hymes. 

JEREMY  KANTER  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Louis  Solomon  by  Evelyn  and  Lou  Eisenberg. 

Vivian  Taller  by  Evelyn  and  Lou  Eisenberg. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Marty  Saslove  on  his  special  birthday  by  Evelyn  and 
Lou  Eisenberg. 

HIRAM  AND  LILLIAN  KATHNELSON  FAMILY  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Andrea  Kathnelson  on  her  60th  birthday  by  Stephen 
and  Lois  Kathnelson. 

LIBBY  AND  STAN  KATZ  FAMILY  COMMUNITY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Carol  Greenberg  on  the  birth  of  her  granddaughter  by 
Libby  and  Stan  Katz. 

SHARON  KOFFMAN 
ATHLETIC  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Judi  Dupuis  on  her  special  birthday  by  Greg  and  Lee 
Curry. 


Speedy  recovery  to: 

Nicola  Hamer  by  Val  Eisen,  Butch  Zinman,  Mark  and 
Lome. 

KRANTZBERG  KRANE  FAMILY  FUND 
In  appreciation  to: 

Sam  Krane  by  Clair  Krantzberg. 

Dr.  Doug  Green  by  Myra,  Sam  and  Justin  Krane. 

RIVA  AND  ABRAHAM  KROLL  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Aunt  Riva  by  Harvey  and  Yvonne  Lithwick  and  family, 
Barry  and  Marieta  Lithwick  and  family,  and  Irwin  and 
Monique  Lithwick  and  family. 

ISSIE  AND  EDITH  LANDAU  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Hy  Stoller  by  Edie  Landau. 

Arnold  Goldberg  by  Ros  Wollock. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Edith  Landau  by  George  and  Tybe  Marcus. 

Sarah  Shaffer  on  her  special  birthday  by  Edie  Landau. 

GOLDMAN/LANDAU  FAMILY  FUND 
Congratulations  to: 

Sarah  and  Jack  Silverstein  on  the  birth  of  their  son 
Lev  by  Michael  Landau  and  Faye  Goldman  and  family. 

In  memory  of: 

Leon  Blevis  by  Michael  Landau  and  Faye  Goldman. 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Judah  and  Margo  Silverman  on  their  special  occa- 
sions by  Michael  Landau  and  Faye  Goldman. 

HARRY  AND  ZENA  LEIKIN  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Steven  Kesler  on  his  54th  birthday  by  Uncle  Stan  and 


R’fuah  Sh’lemah  to: 

Jacie  Levinson  by  Norman  Lieff  and  Francie 
Greenspoon. 

Nicola  Hamer  by  Evelyn  and  Joseph  Lieff. 

ARNOLD  AND  ROSE  LITHWICK  FAMILY 
COMMUNITY  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Martha  Sanger  by  Yvonne  and  Harvey  Lithwick  and 
family. 

Arnold  Lithwick  by  Harvey  and  Yvonne  Lithwick  and 
family,  Barry  and  Marieta  Lithwick  and  family,  and  Irwin 
and  Monique  Lithwick  and  family. 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Yvonne  and  Harvey  Lithwick  on  the  birth  of  their 
granddaughter  Hannah  by  Edie  Landau. 

IRVING  AND  ELLEN  LITHWICK  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Vicki  Weiss  by  Yvonne  and  Harvey  Lithwick  and 
family. 

SAMUEL  AND  LEEMA  MAGIDSON 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Sam  Magidson  by  Larry  Weisz. 

ETHEL  AND  DAVID  MALEK  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Hy  Stoller  by  Ethel  and  David  Malek. 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Yvonne  and  Harvey  Lithwick  on  the  birth  of  their 
granddaughter  by  Ethel  and  David  Malek. 

JACOB  MALOMET  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Diana  and  Alvin  Malomet. 

SEYMOUR  AND  JOY  MENDER  FAMILY  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Sylvia  Schniederman  by  Seymour,  Joy,  Jess,  David 
and  Jared  Mender. 

PEARL  AND  DAVID  MOSKOVIC  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Benjamin  Feinstein,  our  beloved  father"  and  grand- 
father by  Pearl  and  David  Moskovic  and  family. 

ELLEN,  SHARON,  LAWRENCE  AND  LYNDA 
NADOLNY  FAMILIES  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Lawrence  Nadolny  on  his  special  birthday  by  Sally 
and  Elliott  Levitan. 

DOROTHY  AND  HERBERT  NADOLNY  FOUNDATION 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan;  by  Doris 
and  Richard  Stern;  by  Gail  and  Stephen  Victor  and  fami- 
ly; by  Claire  Krantzberg;  by  Marilyn  and  Dan  Kimmel;  and 
by  Sol  and  Zelaine  Shinder. 

KURT  AND  JOAN  ORL!K  FAMILY  FUND 
In  observance  of  the  Yahrzeit  of: 

Joan  Sarah  Orlik  by  Julie  Fine,  Mark,  David,  Joel  and 
Aaron  Orlik. 

Mazal  Tov  to: 

Sophie  and  Neil  Frenkel  on  the  engagement  of  their 
son  Howie  by  Jeff,  Julie,  Neil  and  Gary  Fine. 
Congratulations  to: 

Gail  and  Stuart  Lawrence  on  the  engagement  of  their 
daughter  Alyssa  to  John  by  Mollie,  Jeff,  Julie,  Neil  and 
Gary  Fine. 

PHYLLIS  AND  ALAN  RACKOW  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Myra  Schwartz  on  her  special  birthday  by  Phyllis  and 
Alan  Rackow. 

Eunice  Davis  on  her  special  birthday  by  Phyllis  and 
Alan  Rackow. 

MOE  AND  SARAH  RESNICK  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Morris  Miller  by  Sam  and  Roberta  Goldmaker. 


EDIE  AND  ERWIN  KORANYI  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Dr.  Erwin  Koranyi  on  his  special  birthday  by  Evelyn 
Greenberg  and  family. 


Aunt  Libby. 

SALLY  AND  ELLIOTT  LEVITAN  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Good  health  to: 

Jacie  Levinson  by  Sally  and  Elliott  Levitan. 


Saul  and  Edna  Goldfarb 
B’nai  Mitzvah  Fund 

□ Is  your  child  between  the  age 
of  12  and  1 8 years  of  age? 

□ Has  your  child  recently  cele- 
brated or  is  about  to  celebrate  their 
bar  or  bat  mitzvah? 

□ Has  your  child  been  wonder- 
ing how  they  can  become  an  active 
philanthropic  member  of  the 
Jewish  community? 

□ Is  your  child  looking  for  a 
way  he  or  she  can  practise 
tzedakah? 

If  you  answered  yes  to  one  or 
more  of  the  questions  above,  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foun- 
dation is  the  perfect  tool  for  your 
child  to  fulfill  their  philanthropic 
needs,  and  will  give  your  child  the 
opportunity  to  get  involved  in  the 
life-long  practice  of  tzedakah.  In 
addition  they  will  be  answering  the 
call  of  “Tikkun  Olam”,  to  tend  to 
the  well-being  of  our  community. 

For  as  little  as  $250.00,  your 
child  can  open  a B’nai  Mitzvah 


Fund  which  will  grow  with  them 
throughout  their  life  and  forever, 
continuing  to  give  tzedakah  in  their 
name.  Saul  and  Edna  Goldfarb, 
founders  of  the  B’nai  Mitzvah 
Club,  are  prepared  to  match  any 
amount  from  $250  up  to  $1000  that 
your  child  donates  to  set  up  his  or 
her  own  fund.  In  accepting  these 
matching  funds,  your  child  agrees 
to  select  a Jewish  agency  in  Ottawa 
or  Israel  as  the  named  beneficiary 
agency  to  receive  the  income 
derived  from  their  B’nai  Mitzvah 
Fund. 

We  invite  your  child  to  join  the 
B’nai  Mitzvah  Club.  Call  us  today 
at  798-4696  ext  252.  It  will  be  a 
decision  that  will  change  and 
enhance  their  lives  forever! 


Congratulations  to: 

Sue  and  Phil  Bronsther  on  the  birth  of  their  grand- 
daughter, Elana  Sarah  by  Penny,  Gordie,  Zac  and  Steven 
Resnick. 

Adam  and  Shari  Bronsther  on  the  birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Elana  Sarah  by  Penny,  Gordie,  Zac  and  Steven 
Resnick. 

ALTI  AND  BEREL  RODAL  FAMILY  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Ani  and  Irwin  Hinberg  and  Uriel  and  Breindy  Hinberg 
on  the  birth  and  bris  of  Yosef  David  by  Berel  and  Alti 
Rodal. 

Paul  and  Jennie  Claman  and  Mira  and  Peter  Juricek 
on  the  birth  and  bris  of  Uriel  David,  by  Berel  and  Alti  Rodal. 

Michael  and  Tamara  Propp  on  the  birth  and  bris  of 
Yakir  Natanel  and  on  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of  Gil  by  Berel  and 
Alti  Rodal. 

Barry  and  Devora  on  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of  Yehuda  Leib 
by  Berel  and  Alti  Rodal. 

Rabbi  and  Mrs.  Yonah  Burr  on  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of 
Nosson  Nota  Chaim  by  Berel  and  Alti  Rodal. 

Rabbi  Menachem  and  Shterna  Rodal  on  the  Bat 
Mitzvah  of  Brochie  by  Berel  and  Alti  Rodal. 

Rabbi  Shmulik  and  Dvora  Rodal,  Berel  and  Sara 
Fraidie  Rodal,  Zeldie  and  Avraham  Richter  and  Brocho 
Leah  and  Moshe  Sassonkin  on  the  birth  of  babies  Brocho 
Raizie  and  Chaya  Mushka,  and  on  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of 
Mendy  by  Berel  and  Alti  Rodal. 

Zalmie  and  Dvora  Leah  Kagan  and  Chana  Raizel  and 
Sender  Kagan  on  the  birth  of  Nechama  Rochel  by  Berel 
and  Alti  Rodal. 

In  memory  of: 

Colin  Hughes  by  Berel  and  Alti  Rodal. 

Yeshayahu  by  Berel  and  Alti  Rodal. 

Morris  by  Berel  and  Alti  Rodal. 

SAMUEL  AND  RUTH  ROTHMAN  MEMORIAL  FUND 
R’fuah  Sh'lemah  to: 

Barry  Fishman  by  Sheldon  Taylor. 

In  memory  of: 

Louis  Solomon  by  Sheldon  and  Corinne  Taylor  and 
family. 

Sarah  Caspi's  father  by  Sheldon  and  Corinne  Taylor. 

SHELLEY  AND  SID  ROTHMAN  FAMILY  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Nicola  Hamer  by  Shelley  Rothman  and  family. 

HELEN  AND  ROY  SAIPE  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Morris  Miller  by  Geri  Goldstein  and  Joe  Miller. 

Fay  Brill  by  Ben  and  Marjorie  Achbar;  by  Freda 
Lithwick;  and  by  Buddy  Kizell. 

RICKIE  AND  MARTIN  SASLOVE  FAMILY  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Carol  Greenberg  on  the  birth  of  her  granddaughter  by 
Rhoda  and  Jeff  Miller. 

Leiba  Krantzberg  on  her  new  venture  by  Rhoda  and 
Jeff  Miller  and  family. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Marty  Saslove  on  his  special  birthday  by  Sarah  and 
Amie  Swedler;  by  Millie  Weinstein;  and  by  Claire  and 
Irving  Bercovitch. 

DR.  AND  MRS.  NATHAN  SCHECTER 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Dr.  Nathan  Schecter  by  Elizabeth  McDermott. 

HAROLD  SHAFFER  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Joan  Langsner  by  Frances  Shaffer. 

LORNE  AND  LAURIE  SHUSTERMAN  FAMILY  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Zachary  Shusterman  on  his  graduation  from  Golani 
training  by  Marilyn  and  Tom  Hicks. 

Ben  Shusterman  on  making  Aliyah  by  Marilyn  and 
Tom  Hicks. 
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JULES  AND  BARBARA  SIGLER  COMMUNITY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Jules  Sigler  on  his  60th  birthday  by  Carol  and  Stu 
Levine. 

JACK  AND  SARAH  SILVERSTEIN  FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Jack  and  Sarah  Silversiein  on  the  birth  of  their  son, 
Lev  by  Joyce  and  Seymour  Bellman. 

R’fuah  Sh'iemah  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Jack,  Sarah,  David  and  Lev 
Silverstein. 

LOUIS  AND  STELLA  SLACK 
MEMORIAL  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Linda  and  Kenneth  Mirsky  on  Jonah's  Bar  Mitzvah  by 
Myra  and  Lester  Aronson  and  family. 

SAM  AND  SUE  SLACK  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Louis  Solomon  by  Sue  Slack. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Seymour  Mender  by  Sue  Slack. 

LAURA  AND  GORDON  SPERGEL 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Morns  Miller  by  Laura  and  Gordon  Spergel. 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Marla,  Mark,  Andrew,  Samantha 
and  Evan  Spergel. 

Birthday  wishes  to: 

Morrie  Konick  by  Marla,  Mark,  Andrew,  Samantha  and 
Evan  Spergel. 

Thank  you  to: 

Dr.  Gary  Victor  by  the  Spergel  Family. 

MAX  AND  PHYLLIS  STERNTHAL  FAMILY  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Phyllis  and  Max  Sternthal. 

CASEY  AND  BESS  SWEDLOVE 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Bess  Swedlove  by  Libby  and  Stan  Katz;  and  by  Marty 
and  Ellie  Black. 

JAY  B.  TALLER  MEMORIAL  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Vivian  Taller  by  Sally  and  Morton  Taller. 


CHARLES  AND  ROSE  TAYLOR  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Rose  Taylor  on  her  special  birthday  by  Risa,  Brent, 
Shira  Taylor  and  Kouza;  and  by  Edie  Landau. 

LISE  AND  MARK  THAW  FAMILY  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Barbara  and  Gerald  Thaw;  and 
by  Lise,  Mark,  Alayna  and  Bryan  Thaw 
Nicola  Hamer  by  Lise  and  Mark  Thaw. 
Congratulations  to: 

Ellen  Cherney  in  her  new  business  venture  by  Lise, 
Mark,  Alayna  and  Bryan  Thaw. 

Leiba  Krantzberg  in  her  new  business  venture  by 
Lise,  Mark,  Alayna  and  Bryan  Thaw. 

In  appreciation  to: 

Marla  Spergel  by  Lise,  Mark  and  Alayna  Thaw. 

STEPHEN  AND  GAIL  VICTOR  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Salim  Mouadeb  by  Gail  and  Stephen  Victor  and 
family. 

RUTH  AND  JOSEPH  VINER  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Ruth  and  Joe  Viner. 

In  memory  of: 

Morris  Miller  by  Ruth  and  Joe  Viner. 

R'fuah  Sh'iemah  to: 

Nicola  Hamer  by  Ruth  and  Joe  Viner. 

MICHAEL  WALSH  AND  LISA  ROSENKRANTZ 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Jack  and  Sarah  Silverstein  on  the  birth  of  their  son  by 
Michael  Walsh  and  Lisa  Rosenkrantz. 

Speedy  recovery  to: 

Nicola  Hamer  by  Michael  Walsh  and  Lisa 
Rosenkrantz. 

RICHARD  AND  RHONDA  WASERMAN  FAMILY  FUND 
R’fuah  Sh'iemah  to: 

Jacie  Levinson  by  Rhonda  and  Richard  Waserman. 

MIRIAM  AND  LOUIS  WEINER  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
Birthday  wishes  to: 

Paul  Weiner  on  his  special  birthday  by  Carol  and 
Larry  Gradus. 

MILDRED  AND  PERCY  WEINSTEIN 
ENDOWMENT  FUND 
R’fuah  Sh'iemah  to: 

Dorothy  Nadolny  by  Millie  Weinstein. 


CARLSON  WAGONLIT  TRAVEL 
EXCLUSIVE  TOURS 

• Canyon  Ranch  Ladies’  Getaway  (Pre-register  now) May  26-30,  2008 

CALL  FOR  DETAILS:  CHRIS  CALDER,  ext  229  //  SANDRA  GRANATSTEIN,  ext  224 

T\vo  Tours  Celebrating  Israel’s  60th  Anniversary! 

Join  Rabbi  Gary  Kessler  who  will  lead  a tour  in  honour  of  Beth  Shalom's  50th  Anniversary 
May  8-  19,  2008  to  Israel 

Rabbi  Steven  Garten  will  lead  a tour  to  Prague  and  Israel  June  26  - July  8,  2008 
exploring  Jewish  life  In  Czechoslavakia  and  the  establishment  of  the  state  of  Israel  in  1948 

CALL  FOR  DETAILS:  NANCY  BORER,  ext  232  //  SANDRA  GRANATSTEIN,  ext  224 

Experienced  travel  professionals  * Accessible,  responsive  service  and  support 
Israel  specialists  * Competitive  Airfares  * Package  tours  * Cruises 
Independent  travel  planning  assistance  * Support  of  the  international  Carlson  network 


Carlson WagonlitTrave]  613-238-4040 

130  Albert  St.  Suite  714,  Ottawa,  ON.  KIP  5G4 

ccalder@carlsonwagonlit.ca  //  sgranatstein@carlsonwagonlit.ca 


IRVING  AND  DIANE  WEXLER  FAMILY  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Carole  and  Sunny  Segal  on  the  birth  of  their  grand- 
daughter by  Sandy  Marchello. 

PINCHAS  ZUKERMAN  MUSICAL  EDUCATION  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Sylvia  Schneiderman  by  Ros  Wollock  and  sons. 


THE  SAUL  AND  EDNA  GOLDFARB 
B’NAI  MITZVAH  PROGRAM 

NOAM  ARNON-McGREGOR  MITZVAH  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Nicola  Hamer  by  the  Arnon-Mcgregor  family. 

Jeph  Goldberg  by  the  Arnon-Mcgregor  family. 

RYAN  JEREMY  BAKER  B'NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
Speedy  recovery  to: 

Nicola  Hamer  by  Benita  Baker. 

JORDAN  SAMUEL  FINN  B'NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
Thank  you  to: 

Rhoda  Levitan  by  Sharon  and  Paul  Rnn. 

JACOB  LANDAU  B'NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
Mazal  Tov  to: 

Micahel  Landau  and  Faye  Goldman  on  their  son 
Jacob's  Bar  Mitzvah  by  Beatrice  and  Morey  Lesser,  Neil 
and  Bruce  and  Joanne  Pare. 


JORDAN  LOVES  MITZVAH  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Vered  Pasternak's  father  by  Iris  Loves  and  family. 

JOEY  NADOLNY  MITZVAH  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Raymond  Berthel  by  Laurie  Nadolny  and  Bill  Green 
and  family. 

MARK  NADOLNY  B'NAI  MITZVAH  FUND 
In  memory  of: 

Jack  Lyons  by  Laurie  Nadolny  and  Bill  Green  and 
family. 

Contributions  may  be  made  online  at  or  by  phon- 
ing Bev  Glube  at  613-798-4696  extension  274,  Mon- 
day to  Friday.  We  have  voice  mail.  Our  e-mail 
address  is  Attractive  cards  are  sent  to  convey  the 
appropriate  sentiments.  All  donations  are  acknowl- 
edged with  an  official  receipt  for  income  tax  pur- 
poses. We  accept  Visa,  MasterCard  and  Amex.  - 


Donating  made  easy 
at  www.ojcf.ca 

Send  one  or  multiple  tribute 
cards  to  your  friends 
and  loved  ones 
in  one  secure  transaction. 

A detailed  confirmation 
and  e-receipt  will  be  sent 
to  your  email  account. 

Try  it  TODAY! 


In  Appreciation: 


We  would  like  thank  our  many  friends  and  colleagues  for  their  love 
and  support  during  our  mourning  the  death  of  Morris  Miller,  beloved 
husband,  father,  zaidy  and  mensch. 

Claire  Miller;  her  children  Riel,  Shereen  and  Leona;  their  spouses, 
Isabelle  Miller,  Mark  Schacter  and  Joel  Lutternian;  and  her  grand- 
children Noe,  David,  Olivia,  Alyse,  Cara,  Ariana,  Natalia  and  Eron 


Homewatch 

Caregivers' 

60.730.2188 

homewatchcaregivers.com 


Let  our  family  care  for  yours 


When  you  need  assistance 
with  a senior  family 
member,  adult  or  child,  we 
are  committed  to  providing 
compassionate  care  through 
experienced,  caring  staff. 


Affordable  Care  Solutions 
Nurses,  Social  Workers,  Personal  Care 
Professionals  and  Companions 
Post  Surgical  Assistance  (Hospital/Home) 
Specialized  Dementia  Care 
Back  Up  Child  Care 
Hourly  to  24  Hour  Care 


MOVING?  Call  in  your  change  of  address  TODAY! 
613-798-4696,  ext.  256 


BRIAN  Levitan.  Certified  Senior  Advisor  WENDY  BlKKHAN.  Social  Worker 
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Made  with  Love 


Cauliflower  and  Broccoli  Cannelloni 


My  TV  addiction 

When  I sat  down  to  write  this  week's  Bulletin  column, 

1 opened  up  my  ‘Columns’  file  under  ‘My  Documents’ 
and  was  shocked  to  discover  that  this  will  he  my  100th 
column  for  the  Bulletin. 

When  I started,  I could  not  imagine  having  enough  to 
say  to  fill  10  columns.  Yet,  here  it  is.  more  than  five  years 
later,  and  I'm  still  finding  lots  to  say  about  food. 

People  often  ask  me  where  1 get  my  ideas. 

It  helps  that  I am  passionate  about  food.  I wake  up  in 
the  morning  thinking  about  food  and  it's  usually  the  last 
thing  on  my  mind  before  falling  asleep. 

I am  constantly  reading  cookbooks  and  food  maga- 
zines. And  yes,  I admit,  I’m  addicted  to  the  Food  Network 
on  TV.  I get  some  of  my  greatest  inspiration  from  watch- 
ing my  favourite  chefs. 

My  daughter  and  I like  to  watch  the  Food  Network 
together.  Some  parents  bond  with  their  kids  over  sports. 
We  bond  over  food. 

One  of  our  favourite  chefs  is  Jamie  Oliver.  I suspect  my 
daughter  likes  him  because  he  is  very  cute  and  has  an 
adorable  British  accent. 

His  new  show  is  Jamie  at  Home.  It  is  Oliver  at  his  best, 
cooking  at  home  with  simple,  accessible  ingredients, 
including  fruits  and  vegetables  that  he  recently  started  to 
grow  in  his  own  garden.  Each  week  is  themed  around  one 
primary  ingredient.  The  episode  we  watched  recently  fea- 
tured summer  brassicas  (cauliflower  and  broccoli). 

We  watched  in  awe  as  he  created  a cauliflower  and 
broccoli  cannelloni.  Unlike  traditional  cannelloni,  which 
is  filled  with  a meat  and  cheese  mixture,  this  one  is  filled 
with  pureed  vegetables. 

It  looked  so  delicious  that  we  were  determined  to  recre- 
ate it.  Luckily,  we  had  recorded  the  show  and  rewound  and 
fast-forwarded  the  episode  many  times  until  we  thought 
we  had  it  just  right. 


Provincial  Table  Pads 

custom  made 
for  your  dining  room  table 
and  all  tables 

Call:  Chava 
at  613-247-3334 

Serving  the  Ottawa  market 
for  over  20  years 


Serves  6 


While  this  recipe  has  many  steps,  it  is  perfect  for 
entertaining.  It  can  be  made  early  in  the  day,  refrigerated 
and  then  baked  just  before  serving. 

The  recipe  calls  for  anchovy  paste,  but  even  if  you 
don't  like  anchovies,  don’t  leave  it  out.  It  adds  a depth  of 
flavour  that  you  can’t  get  from  anything  else.  The  fin- 
ished dish  will  not  taste  fishy.  I promise. 

1 large  head  cauliflower,  cut  into  florets 
1 large  head  broccoli,  cut  into  florets 
and  stems  sliced  into  1-inch  pieces 
7 cloves  garlic,  finely  minced 
3 tablespoons  olive  oil 

1 teaspoon  fresh  thyme  leaves,  finely  chopped 
1/4  - 1/2  teaspoon  red  pepper  flakes 
1 tablespoon  anchovy  paste 
1/3  cup  2%  milk 

1 24-ounce  jar  tomato  sauce 

1 teaspoon  red  wine  vinegar 
1/2  teaspoon  salt 

3 tablespoons  butter 
3 tablespoons  flour 

2 cups  2%  or  homogenized  milk,  heated 
1/2  teaspoon  salt 

I /4  teaspoon  freshly  ground  black  pepper 
3/4  cup  grated  Parmesan  cheese 

1 250-gram  box  oven-ready  cannelloni 

24  fresh  whole  basil  leaves 

1 ball  buffalo  mozzarella  cheese,  thinly  sliced 

(or  2 cups  regular  mozzarella,  grated) 

1/2  cup  grated  Parmesan  cheese 

Bring  a large  pot  of  water  to  a boil.  Add  cauliflower 
and  broccoli  and  cook  for  about  7 minutes,  until  quite 
tender. 

While  vegetables  are  boiling,  heat  a large  saute  pan 
over  medium  heat.  Add  olive  oil  and  garlic  and  saute  for 

2 minutes.  Add  chopped  thyme,  red  pepper  flakes  and 
anchovy  paste  and  continue  cooking  over  low  heat  until 
anchovy  pastes  melts  into  oil,  about  another  2 to  3 min- 
utes. 

Drain  cauliflower  and  broccoli  and  add  to  saute  pan 
with  garlic  mixture.  Add  1/4  cup  water,  cover  pan  and 
cook  mixture  over  high  heat  for  about  8 to  10  minutes 


until  vegetables  are  quite  soft  and  mushy. 

Add  1/3  cup  milk  to  vegetables.  Using  a potato  mash- 
er, mash  vegetables  until  quite  smooth,  with  just  a few 
lumps.  Set  mixture  aside  to  cool. 

Mix  tomato  sauce,  red  wine  vinegar  and  salt  together 
and  pour  mixture  into  a 9 x 13  inch  glass  or  ceramic  bak- 
ing dish.  Set  aside. 

Make  the  cheese  sauce.  Melt  the  butter  in  a heavy-bot- 
tomed saucepan.  Stir  in  flour  and  cook,  stirring  constant- 
ly, until  paste  cooks  and  bubbles  a bit,  but  don’t  let  it 
brown,  about  2 minutes.  Add  the  hot  milk,  continuing  to 
stir  as  the  sauce  thickens.  Bring  it  to  a boil.  Add  salt  and 
pepper;  lower  the  heat  and  cook,  stirring  for  2 to  3 min- 
utes more.  Add  3/4  cup  grated  Parmesan  cheese  and  stir 
until  melted.  Remove  from  heat.  Cover  surface  of  sauce 
with  waxed  paper  to  prevent  a skin  from  forming  and  set 
aside. 

Preheat  oven  to  375  degrees  F.  Transfer  pureed  cauli- 
flower-broccoli mixture  into  a zip-loc  bag.  Cut  comer  off 
bag  and  use  as  a piping  bag  to  fill  cannelloni  tubes. 
Transfer  filled  cannelloni  into  9x13  inch  pan  you  pre- 
pared earlier  with  tomato  sauce.  You  should  be  able  to  fit 
about  24  tubes  into  baking  dish.  Cover  cannelloni  with 
cheese  sauce.  Lay  basil  leaves  over  cheese  sauce.  Cover 
with  mozzarella  and  then  grated  Parmesan  cheese.  Bake 
for  30  to  40  minutes  until  top  of  casserole  is  golden 
brown  and  bubbling. 


Experienced  part-time  sales  manager 
Required  to  call  on 
major  supermarkets 
and  independent  grocery  stores 

Salary  and  incentives 

Mail  resumes  to: 

Sales  Manager 
1280  Leeds  Ave,  Unit  5 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K1B3W3 


^linked 


Kosher 

Catering 


Watch  for  our  Passover  ad 
in  the  next  Bulletin. 


The  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  Publishing 
Co.  Ltd.  collects  and  uses  your  personal 
information  primarily  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  you  with  the  products  and  ser- 
vices you  have  requested  from  us. 

The  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  may  also 
contact  you  from  time  to  time  to  ask  about 


your  account  or  to  conduct  market 
research  and  surveys  in  an  effort  to  con- 
tinually improve  our  product  service  offer- 
ings. 

To  enable  us  to  more  efficiently  provide 
the  products  and  services  you  have 
requested  from  us,  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bul- 


letin may  share  your  personal  information 
with  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa,  the 
Ottawa  Jewish  Community  Foundation  and 
the  Soloway  Jewish  Community  Centre. 

If  you  would  like  more  information,  or 
to  speak  to  the  Privacy  Officer,  please  call 
613-798-4696  ext.  256. 
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Pesach  part  1:  Enriching  the  Passover  experience 


According  to  Rabbi  Michael  Strassfeld  of  the  Society 
for  the  Advancement  of  Judaism,  and  a pulpit  rabbi  at  a 
Reconstructionist  synagogue  in  Manhattan,  one  of  the 
main  purposes  of  the  Pesach  seder  is  “to  provoke  the 
curiosity  of  children.” 

Why?  Because  it  gets  children  involved  in  a key  aspect 
of  the  seder,  the  asking  and  answering  of  questions. 

Presumably,  getting  young  children  involved  in  the 
seder  is  also  one  of  the  purposes  of  the  numerous  Passover 
chachkas  that  grace  the  aisles  of  the  kosher  section  at 
Loblaws:  finger  puppets,  colouring  books,  plague  masks, 
models  of  frogs,  etc. 

Unfortunately,  1 don’t  find  those  items  especially  inter- 
esting or  useful  beyond  their  novelty  value. 

What  I do  find  exciting,  however,  are  picture  books  like 
the  following  two  that  can  be  used  creatively  at  the  seder 
to  enrich  the  Passover  experience  for  young  and  old  alike. 

Had  Gadya:  A Passover  Song 

Paintings  by  Seymour  Chwast 
Afterword  by  Rabbi  Michael  Strassfeld 
Roaring  Brook  Press  - paperback  edition  2008 
Unpaged.  Ages  4 and  up 


Deanna  Silverman 


Kid  Lit 


In  addition  to  the  Hebrew  reprise,  an  English  transla- 
tion of  the  Aramaic  text  is  used  and  a musical  score  is  pro- 
vided. 

The  concept  of  the  song  is  maintained  by  the  cumula- 
tive addition  of  the  goat,  cat,  dog,  stick,  fire,  water,  ox, 
butcher,  Angel  of  Death  and  God's  power  to  the  top  of 
each  scene  ending  with  the  goat’s  original  owner,  the  goat 
and  finally  father  and  the  goat. 

Portraying  a rather  grim  folk  song  featuring  destruction 
of  various  kinds,  Had  Gadya:  A Passover  Song,  is  a lively, 
occasionally  humorous,  book  with  a surprisingly  happy 
ending.  Understood  this  way,  it  makes  for  a truly  raucous, 
affirmative  ending  to  the  seder.  Super! 


The  hardcover  edition  of  Had  Gadya:  A Passover  Song 
made  its  appearance  in  2005  to  rave  reviews.  Excerpts 
from  those  reviews  cited  on  the  back  cover  of  the  paper- 
back edition  praise  artist  Seymour  Chwast’s  “whimsical 
and  powerful”  paintings  for  each  verse  of  the  cumulative 
folk  song  that  ends  the  seder. 

But  Chwast  does  more  than  that  by  adding  two  kinds  of 
context  to  the  song. 

First,  the  characters,  human  and  animal,  are  placed  in 
an  eastern  European  shtetl,  with  both  farm  and  village 
locals,  including  a girl  and  boy  who  appear  in  each  picture. 
In  effect,  they  are  learning  about  life’s  hardships. 

Second,  Chwast,  by  continuing  his  paintings  beyond  the 
text  of  the  song  (i.e.,  beyond  God  destroying  the  Angel  of 
Death),  is,  in  effect,  adding  the  cycle  of  life.  It’s  sort  of  like 
the  symbolism  of  the  egg  on  the  seder  tableau:  life  eternal. 
Candles  are  lit,  the  seder  is  held  and  the  last  verse  of  Had 
Gadya  is  reprised  in  Hebrew  with  a joyous  circle  dance. 

Rabbi  Strassfeld’s  two-page  endnote  for  adults  explains 
the  history  and  possible  meaning  of  the  song.  It  also  indi- 
cates the  song’s  symbolic  connection  to  the  Passover  story, 
to  Jewish  history  and  to  the  overall  theme  of  the  seder: 
deliverance,  thanks  only  to  God. 


Let  My  People  Go! 

By  Tilda  Balsley 
Illustrated  by  Ilene  Richard 
Kar-ben  Publishing  2008 
Unpaged.  Ages  4 and  up 

Let  My  People  Go  is  the  story  of  the  plagues  told  in  rol- 
licking rhyme  enhanced  by  lively,  comedic  and  boldly 
coloured  pictures.  The  book  is  written  as  a reader’s  theatre 
script  with  the  text  color  coded  so  that  the  designated  actor 
or  groups  of  actors  can  easily  read  (or  recite)  their  parts.  It 
would  be  a fun  addition  to  a classroom  model  seder  or  to 
the  real  thing  in  a family  setting  with  young  children. 

There  are  five  designated  roles:  narrator,  Moses, 
Pharaoh,  Egyptians  and  chorus.  The  narrator  reads  the 
bulk  of  the  story,  with  the  others  chiming  in  with  shorter 
parts  on  each  page.  The  chorus  role  requires  the  least  read- 
ing skill  but  great  exuberance.  It  can  safely  be  given  to  the 
younger  children  at  the  seder. 

With  little  practice,  the  actors  can  maintain  the  lilt  of 
the  rhyme  and  the  drama  of  the  story.  What  a clever,  inven- 
tive idea.  Let  My  People  Go  will  be  a most  welcome  addi- 
tion to  any  seder  experience 


Paintings  by  Seymour  Chwast; 
Afterword  by  Rabbi  Michael  Strassfeld 

*************************** 


Mazal  Tov  to  Toronto  lawyer,  artist  and  writer  Richard 
Unger  who  received  the  2007  National  Jewish  Book 
Award  for  Illustrated  Children’s  Books  for  Ever  Higher , 
published  by  Tundra  Books.  I reviewed  the  book  in  this 
space  in  the  September  3,  2007  edition  of  the  Bulletin. 


Jeff  Greenberg 

Sales  Representative 


ROYAL  UPAGE 


Team  Realty 

200-1335  Carling  Avenue 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K1Z8N8 
Phone:  613-725-1171 
Private  Fax  613-248-4781 
Toll  Free  1-800-307-1545 
Email  greenje@magmaca 


www.j  e ffreygreenberg.com 


\ 


PRiPSTEiN’S  CAMP 

...  featuring  our  incredible  new  ice  arena! 


JOB  OPENINGS  UPDATE 

* Waterfront:  swim  director,  waterski  head,  staff  for  windsurf, 

sail,  canoe,  kayak  & waterski. 

* Landsports:  tennis,  climbing,  archery  & gymnastics 

* Creative:  jazz  dance  show  choreographer, 

drama,  pottery,  electric  guitar 

Email  camp@mishmar.com 
or  download  application  at  www.mishmar.com 
toll-free  866-481-1875 


304-1306  rue  Wellington  St. 
613.946.8682  / dewarp@parl.gc.ca 
www.pauldewar.ca 


Paul  Dewar,  MP/Depute  Ottawa  Centre 

Working  for  you!  / Au  travail  pour  vous! 


I am  pleased  to: 

• provide  assistance  with  federal  agencies 

• arrange  letters  of  greetings 
for  special  occasions 

• answer  questions  about  federal  legislation 

• listen  to  your  feedback 


Je  suis  heureux  de: 

• vous  aider  a traiter 

avec  les  organismes  federaux 

• vous  ecrire  des  lettres  de  felicitations 
pour  des  occasions  speciales 

• repondre  a vos  questions 
sur  les  lois  federates 

• vous  ecouter 
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WHAT’S  GOING  ON 

March  24  to  April  6,  2008 


For  a detailed  listing 
visit  www.jewishottawa.org 


WEEKLY  EVENTS 
SUNDAYS 

Mini-course:  A Glimpse  into 
Yiddish  Culture  in  Canada  from 
1900  to  Today.  Week  2 and  3 of  3- 
week  session.  10:30  am  - 12:00 
pm.  Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  254. 

TUESDAYS 

Stitch  un  Kvell,  a new  seniors' 
craft  group,  sponsored  by  Jewish 
Family  Services.  2255  Carling 
Avenue,  Suite  301, 10:00  am.  Info: 
613-722-2225,  ext.  325. 


SI 


CANDLELIGHTING 

BEFORE 

Mar  28  $ 7:08  pm 

Apr  4 O 7:17  pm 


Israeli  Folkdancing,  no  experi- 
ence or  partner  necessary.  Hillel 
Academy,  31  Nadolny  Sachs  Pri- 
vate, 6:30  pm.  Info:  613-729-2090. 

MONDAY,  MARCH  24 
Daniel  Pipes,  Friends  of  Simon 
Wiesenthal  Centre,  National  Arts 
Centre,  Panorama  Room,  53  Elgin 
Street,  7:00  pm.  RSVP:  1-866-864- 
9735,  ext.  29. 

MARCH  26  to 30 
“Fiddler  on  the  Roof,"  per- 
formed by  the  Greely  Players, 
Greely  Community  Centre,  1448 
Meadow  Drive,  Greely.  Info:  613- 
821-4107. 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  27 
Topics  in  Modern  Jewish  His- 
tory, sponsored  by  the  Ottawa  Col- 
lege of  Jewish  Studies,  Rabbi  Ely 
Braun,  12:15  pm.  Info:  613-261- 
2498. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  29 
Discussion  of  Yiddish  folk- 
song "Oifn  Pripitchik"  by  Dr.  Roz 


Schwartz,  as  an  example  of  the 
emphasis  on  education  and  learn- 
ing in  Jewish  culture.  Sponsored  by 
Machson  Tzvi  Hersh  Charity  Orga- 
nization. Evening  program.  Info: 
613-722-2813  for  location. 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  30 

The  Jerusalem  Lyric  Trio, 

Temple  Israel  presents  a musical 
celebration  in  honour  of  Israel’s 
60th  anniversary,  Auditorium, 
Library  and  Archives  Canada,  395 
Wellington  Street,  2:00  pm.  Tickets: 
613-224-1802. 

Texas  Hold’Em  Poker  Tourna- 
ment (age  19+),  sponsored  by 
Soloway  Jewish  Community  Cen- 
tre, in  support  of  the  Send  a Kid  to 
Camp  Program,  6:30  pm.  Info: 
613-798-9818,  ext.  225. 

Strategies  for  Living,  spon- 
sored by  Machson  Tzvi  Hersh 
Charity  Organization.  Practical 
hands-on  techniques  for  re-framing 
challenging  life  situations  as  oppor- 
tunities for  growth,  1:00  pm.  Info: 
613-722-2813  for  location. 


Skateboarding  Rabbi,  with  pro 
skateboarder  Shmuel  Kardash, 
sponsored  by  Chabad  of  Centre- 
pointe,  for  ages  7-14,  Skateboard 
Park,  Centrepointe  Drive,  1 :30  pm. 
Info:  613-594-4900. 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  1 
A.J.  Jacobs,  author  of  “The 
Year  of  Living  Biblically,”  live  from 
satellite  from  New  York's  92nd 
Street  “Y,"  presented  by  Hapoel, 
Athletic,  Cultural  and  Educational 
Club  and  Soloway  JCC.  Info:  613- 
798-9818,  ext.  271. 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  3 
The  Kibbitz  Club,  sponsored 
by  Congregation  Beth  Shalom  and 
Jewish  Family  Services,  talk  by 
Artist  Fortunee  Shugar,  Congrega- 
tion Beth  Shalom,  noon.  Info:  613- 
789-3501,  ext.  223. 

Hillel-arious  Yuk-Yuk’s  Com- 
edy Night,  in  support  of  Hillel  Acad- 
emy. Centrepointe  Chamber,  Ben 
Franklin  Place,  7:30  pm.  Info:  613- 
722-0800. 


SUNDAY,  APRIL  6 
"Treadmill,"  a one-woman 
show  about  survival  and  hope, 


sponsored  by  Active  Jewish  Adults 
50+,  1:30  pm.  Info:  613-594- 
3380. 


COMING  SOON 

TUESDAY,  APRIL  8 

Jewish  Unity  Live,  presented  by  JET  at  Archives  and  Library 
Canada,  395  Wellington,  7:30  pm.  Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  247. 

A Portrait  of  Israeli  Choreographer  Ohad  Naharim,  featuring  “Les 
Grands  Ballets  Canadiens  de  Montreal,  sponsored  by  "Israel  at 
60,”  National  Arts  Centre,  8:00  pm.  Tickets:  613-755-1111. 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  10 

3rd  Annual  Shalom  Bayit  Women’s  Seder,  sponsored  by  Jewish 
Family  Services.  Shalom  Bayit  seeks  to  inform,  educate,  provide 
resources  and  raise  awareness  about  domestic  abuse.  Agudath 
Israel  Congregation,  1400  Coldrey,  6:00  pm.  Info:  613-722-2225. 
"Rabin-Peres:  Everything  is  Personal,"  film  screening  followed 
by  discussion  led  by  Professor  Mira  Sucharov,  presented  by 
Vered  Israel  Cultural  and  Educational  Program  and  Soloway  JCC, 
7:30  pm.  Info:  613-798-9818,  ext.  243. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  1 

Yom  HaShoah  2008,  Ottawa  Holocaust  Commemoration, 
sponsored  by  the  Jewish  Federation  of  Ottawa,  7:00  pm. 

Info:  613-798-4696,  ext.  255. 


Unless  otherwise  noted,  activities  take  place  at  The  Joseph  and  Rose  Ages  Family  Building,  21  Nadolny  Sachs  Private. 


This  information  is  taken  from  the  community  calendar  maintained  by  the  Jewish  Community  Campus  of  Ottawa  Inc.  Organizations  which  would  like  their  events  to  be  listed,  no  matter  where  they  are  to  be  held,  should  make  sure  they  are  record- 
ed by  Benita  Slemlatycki,  calendar  coordinator  at  613-798-4696  ext.  227.  We  have  voice  mail.  Accurate  details  must  be  provided  and  all  events  must  be  open  to  the  Jewish  public.  You  may  fax  to  798-4695  or  email  to  bsiemiatycki@ewlshottawa.com. 


Would  you  like  to  advertise  in  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin? 
Contact  Rhoda  Saslove-Miller  • 613-798-4696,  ext.  256 
Email:  rsaslovemiller@ottawajewishbulletin . com 


Condolences 

Condolences 

The 

are  extended 

Condolence 
Column 
is  offered 

to  the  families  of: 

Sidney  Dain 

as  a public  service 

Walter  Faigan 

to  the  community. 

Sol  Simon  Reisman 

There  is  no  charge. 

Marilyn  Samuels 

For  a listing 

Ruth  Schmidt,  Montreal 

in  this  column, 

(mother  of  Gordie  Schmidt) 

please  call 

Harry  Shiff 

Bev  Glube, 

May  their  memory 

613-798-4696, 

be  a blessing 

ext.  274. 
Voice  mail 

always. 

is  available. 

Bulletin  deadlines 

April  2 for  April  2 1 
April  1 6 for  May  5 
April  30  for  May  19 
May  28  for  June  16 
July  2 for  July  21 
August  6 for  August  25 
August  20  for  September  15  * 
September  10  for  September  29 
September  24  for  October  1 3 
October  3 for  October  27 
October  22  for  November  10 

* Community-wide  Issue  (all  dates  subject  to  change) 


